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WELCOME 

It was a huge 
shock to 
learn of the 
sudden pass-
ing of Nigel 
Hullah, an 

active and well-loved member of the 
European Working Group of People 
with Dementia (EWGPWD). At a se-
ries of meetings we hosted in Lux-
embourg last week, our Board, staff 
and the members of the EWGPWD 
paid tribute to him and held a 
minute's silence in his honour. He 
will be sorely missed and we offer 
our sincerest condolences to his 
family, friends and colleagues. One 
of my favourite memories of Nigel 
was the excellent keynote speech 
he delivered during our 2023 Con-
ference in Helsinki, where he spoke 
eloquently and passionately about 
Public Involvement. 
On the subject of our Annual Con-
ference, together with our co-hosts 
for this year’s edition, Federazione 
Alzheimer Italia and Alzheimer Uniti 
Italia, we would like to remind you 
that there is just one month remain-
ing to submit your abstracts, so 
please make sure you don’t miss out 
on the chance to present your work 
in Bologna! 
We are pleased to welcome two 
new members of the European Alz-
heimer’s Alliance of MEPs, bringing 
the total membership to 88 MEPs 
from 22 countries. We look forward 
to working with Idoia Mendia and Jo-
han Van Overtveldt MEP, to help 
ensure dementia is a policy priority 
at a European level. 
Staying at the European level, some 
disappointing news, as the Commit-
tee for Medicinal Products for Hu-
man use of the European Medicines 

Agency (EMA) issued a negative 
opinion on the marketing authorisa-
tion application of Eli Lilly for 
donanemab. It is unfortunate that 
people with Alzheimer’s disease in 
Europe will now be excluded from 
access to this treatment, without the 
possibility to make individual 
choices with their treating physi-
cians, based on an analysis of the 
risks and benefits for different anti-
amyloid treatments. It is our hope 
that findings from real-world studies 
and ongoing trials of donanemab 
will encourage the EMA to recon-
sider its position.   
It is also disappointing to note the 
lack of information on the 
EU4Health work programme 2025. 
Three months into 2025, no infor-
mation has been made available on 
the programme and operating 
grants for 2025, nor is there a time-
line available, so we have lent our 
support to a joint statement from the 
EU4Health Civil Society Alliance, 
addressing the European Commis-
sion. We have also signed a state-
ment from the Long-Term Care Alli-
ance, expressing concern that the 
mission letters of the new Commis-
sion do not fully reflect the ambitions 
of the European Care Strategy. 
A new paper on Brain Health Ser-
vices for secondary prevention of 
cognitive impairment and dementia 
has been published in the Journal of 
Prevention of Alzheimer's Disease 
(JPAD), by a European Task Force 
of which I am delighted to be a 
member. 
Finally, it was a great pleasure for 
Alzheimer Europe to be invited to 
speak as part of a panel on demen-
tia prevention and risk reduction, on 
Luxembourg radio station RTL To-
day. Our Director for Research An-
gela Bradshaw joined several other 
European experts on the show. 
I hope you enjoy our newsletter! 

Jean Georges, Executive Director
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IN MEMORIAM 

18 MARCH:  

In Memoriam Nigel Hullah 
We were deeply shocked and saddened to learn of the sudden passing of our friend 
and colleague Nigel Hullah. Nigel, who was diagnosed with early-onset dementia in 
2012, was an active and well-loved member of the European Working Group of People 
with Dementia (EWGPWD) since his nomination to the group by the Alzheimer's So-
ciety (United Kingdom), in October 2020. He was a gentle, humble man, who also had 
a great sense of humour and a wealth of wisdom. 
During his four and a half years of service and important contributions to the working 
group, he participated actively in multiple meetings and conferences of Alzheimer Eu-
rope, and lent his intelligent and thoughtful contributions to a wide variety of projects 
and publications, championing the importance of Public Involvement, of dementia re-
search, and of supporting the rights of all people with disabilities, including those with 
a dementia diagnosis. He delivered an excellent and heartfelt keynote speech (pic-
tured) during the first plenary session organised, chaired and presented entirely by 
people living with dementia, at the 33rd Alzheimer Europe Conference (Helsinki, Octo-
ber 2023), where he spoke with great eloquence and passion about how such involve-
ment can give people with dementia a purpose, a sense of belonging and hope. 
A proud Welshman, he was also the Chairperson of the 3 Nations Dementia Working 
Group (3NDWG). Nigel was an inspiration to everyone he worked with, as he strove 
tirelessly to make dementia a priority for decision makers at all levels: in Europe, 
across the UK, in Wales and also in his local area of Swansea. He established Lleisiau 
Dementia, which gave a voice to people across Wales living with dementia, and was one of the driving forces behind the creation 
of the Dementia Action Plan for Wales. 
At a series of meetings in Luxembourg this week, members of the EWGPWD and the staff and Board of Alzheimer Europe paid 
tribute to Nigel and held a minute's silence in his honour. We are all deeply saddened by this sudden and tragic loss and we offer 
our deepest condolences to Nigel's family, friends and colleagues. 

ALZHEIMER EUROPE

26 FEBRUARY: 

European Dementia Carers Working meets to 
discuss the development of an information 
sheet on palliative dementia care for the 
AI4HOPE project 
The European Dementia Carers Working Group (EDCWG) 
convened an online meeting on 26 February to discuss the 
development of an information sheet on palliative dementia 
care for the AI4HOPE project. 14 members of the EDCWG 
joined the meeting which was moderated by Lukas Duffner, 
Dianne Gove, and Sebastien Libert from Alzheimer Europe.  
The meeting started with a plenary presentation by Lukas, 
summarising previous work achieved on the information 
sheet. He reviewed the contributions made by the EWGPWD 
and EDCWG during previous consultations, challenges expe-
rienced, and change of approach for the palliative care infor-
mation sheet. The EDCWG members were then split into two 

subgroups for discussion. They discussed with Sebastien, Lu-
kas and Dianne about the challenges associated with devel-
oping such information sheet. Namely they discussed the con-
tribution that a palliative care approach can make to what is or 
should be standard/good quality dementia care dementia 
compared to person-centred care. They raised the issue of be-
tween-country differences in terms of resource availability for 
palliative care. They also pointed out that palliative care is of-
ten limited to end-of-life care alone.  
Lukas and Sebastien then gathered feedback on the infor-
mation sheets’ content and objectives. They understood that 
offering guidance to healthcare professionals about the bene-
fits of a palliative care approach could be a relevant goal of the 
information sheet. EDCWG members also advised about 
other topics that would be important to integrate into this infor-
mation sheet, such as support for grieving, the need for con-
tinuous palliative care to be implemented from the time of di-
agnosis until the end of life, with varying levels of support and 
intervention based on needs, as well as improved guidance on 
spiritual and psychosocial support. Members advised that the 
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resources may not be available in every country for palliative 
and dementia care to be thoroughly implemented. However, 
they agreed that developing a model of what adequate pallia-
tive dementia care should look like remains an important con-
tribution to guide the healthcare and long-term care sector. Af-
ter two hours of intense and constructive discussions with the 
carers, the meeting was brought to a close.  
Following this meeting, Lukas and Sebastien will continue to 
progress with the development of the palliative dementia care 
information sheet. They plan to complete a first draft of this 
resource by mid-March, and gather more feedback from the 
EWGPWD and the European Association for Palliative Care 
(EAPC). They ultimately aim to release a finalised information 
sheet to be used by healthcare professionals by 30 May, to be 
launched during the EAPC World Congress in Helsinki. The 
contribution of people with dementia and carers as part of pub-
lic involvement, together with the contribution of palliative care 
professionals, plays a significant role in the successful devel-
opment of this resource. For more information about the 
AI4HOPE project, visit: https://www.ai4hope.eu/  

8 MARCH:  

Luxembourg radio station RTL invites 
Alzheimer Europe Director for Research Ange 
Bradshaw on air to discuss dementia 
prevention and risk reduction 

On 8 March 
2025, Dr Ange 
Bradshaw (pic-
tured, right), Di-
rector for Re-
search at Alz-
heimer Europe, 
was invited to 
speak on The 
Lisa Burke Show 

on Luxembourg radio station RTL, as part of a panel discuss-
ing dementia prevention and risk reduction.  

Host Lisa Burke (pictured, centre) welcomed three other 
guests to the panel : 
• Dr Joëlle Fritz (pictured, left) Research and Strategy Spe-

cialist, Luxembourg Institute of Health 
• Dr Francesca Mangialasche, Geriatrician, Division of 

Clinical Geriatrics: Alzheimer Research Center Depart-
ment of Neurobiology, Care Sciences and Society, Ka-
rolinska Institutet and Executive Director of the World-
Wide FINGERS Global Scientific Coordinating Center at 
the FINGERS Brain Health Institute (online) 

• Hassan Fadli, Founder of the 5 Ironmans Beat Alzhei-
mer's Association (online). 

In 2021, 20.8% of the EU population was aged 65 years or 
older. A 2019 Alzheimer Europe report on the prevalence of 
dementia estimated that there were about 9 million people liv-
ing with the condition across Europe. This number is projected 
to double by 2050, rising to 18,846,286 in the European re-
gion. Globally, there are around 55 million people worldwide 
who are living with dementia. Research is now showing that 
up to 45% of dementias could be prevented: by addressing a 
range of modifiable risk factors, at different stages of our lives. 
You can read more about this episode of the Lisa Burke Show, 
titled “Dementia in not inevitable”, and about the panel and 
discussions, via the RTL website: 
https://play.rtl.lu/shows/en/in-conversation-with-lisa-burke/ep-
isodes/n/2283310  
You can also access it via Spotify and Apple Podcasts. 

24-25 MARCH:  

Alzheimer Europe Board meets in 
Luxembourg 
The Alzheimer Europe 
Board held a meeting 
on 24 and 25 March 
2025. The meeting took 
place at the organisa-
tion’s offices in Luxem-
bourg and was chaired 
by Maria do Rosário 
Zincke dos Reis, Chair-
person of Alzheimer 
Europe (pictured). 
On 24 March, Angela 
Bradshaw, Director for Research, Dianne Gove, Director for 
Public Involvement and Ethics and Ana Diaz, Public Involve-
ment Lead, were in attendance to provide the Board of Direc-
tors with some updates on a number of EU Project Applica-
tions involving Alzheimer Europe as a partner. Jean Georges, 
Executive Director, presented the organisation’s 2024 Annual 
Report. It was approved and is scheduled for publication at 
end of June 2025. He then shared some financial forecasts for 
the current year and updated the Board on several important 
activities taking place in 2025, including the Anti-Stigma 

https://www.ai4hope.eu/
https://eur06.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.linkedin.com%2Fin%2Fjoelle-fritz-29535b75%2F&data=05%7C02%7CGrazia.Tomasini%40alzheimer-europe.org%7Cc0d42ad3f9874a64c73908dd5fd2294c%7Cc3d8e25472e240748eb257cbf2e0b45c%7C1%7C0%7C638772078464847402%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=5j5%2FRSbDJKwSnewv%2FeUlredLVcCgBzjTtKTJPIKyeiQ%3D&reserved=0
https://eur06.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.lih.lu%2Fen%2F&data=05%7C02%7CGrazia.Tomasini%40alzheimer-europe.org%7Cc0d42ad3f9874a64c73908dd5fd2294c%7Cc3d8e25472e240748eb257cbf2e0b45c%7C1%7C0%7C638772078464873378%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=lbzdZKE%2B5HyukDgD6%2BNsrq5m2103ONYGsQgOzObefFA%3D&reserved=0
https://eur06.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fki.se%2Fen%2Fpeople%2Ffrancesca-mangialasche&data=05%7C02%7CGrazia.Tomasini%40alzheimer-europe.org%7Cc0d42ad3f9874a64c73908dd5fd2294c%7Cc3d8e25472e240748eb257cbf2e0b45c%7C1%7C0%7C638772078464887488%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=6z3hLEnDXkk7RJm1KOeBMUckMbT639Ds%2Bo56lelN2IA%3D&reserved=0
https://eur06.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fki.se%2Fen&data=05%7C02%7CGrazia.Tomasini%40alzheimer-europe.org%7Cc0d42ad3f9874a64c73908dd5fd2294c%7Cc3d8e25472e240748eb257cbf2e0b45c%7C1%7C0%7C638772078464901147%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Ls81QfxQzX%2BlYCnTUbSF8ONDfR1CY%2Bsx%2FnbuW47r3%2Bs%3D&reserved=0
https://eur06.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fki.se%2Fen&data=05%7C02%7CGrazia.Tomasini%40alzheimer-europe.org%7Cc0d42ad3f9874a64c73908dd5fd2294c%7Cc3d8e25472e240748eb257cbf2e0b45c%7C1%7C0%7C638772078464901147%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Ls81QfxQzX%2BlYCnTUbSF8ONDfR1CY%2Bsx%2FnbuW47r3%2Bs%3D&reserved=0
https://eur06.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ffbhi.se%2Fsv%2F&data=05%7C02%7CGrazia.Tomasini%40alzheimer-europe.org%7Cc0d42ad3f9874a64c73908dd5fd2294c%7Cc3d8e25472e240748eb257cbf2e0b45c%7C1%7C0%7C638772078464914213%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=sanPclqZbl2oyZJnpWSSxcNfriEMD2Er9Oai7CybFWw%3D&reserved=0
https://eur06.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.linkedin.com%2Fin%2Fhfadli%2F&data=05%7C02%7CGrazia.Tomasini%40alzheimer-europe.org%7Cc0d42ad3f9874a64c73908dd5fd2294c%7Cc3d8e25472e240748eb257cbf2e0b45c%7C1%7C0%7C638772078464931756%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=TJFc4hryKjXdSrE1sMBuqEb6weg%2FH9vtQkFyEHAISFM%3D&reserved=0
https://eur06.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.5ironmansbeatalzheimer.com%2F&data=05%7C02%7CGrazia.Tomasini%40alzheimer-europe.org%7Cc0d42ad3f9874a64c73908dd5fd2294c%7Cc3d8e25472e240748eb257cbf2e0b45c%7C1%7C0%7C638772078464949620%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=vMeVEptVXzbI26of5xba4BXwg%2Bmmt4wA6YVjJtUhkLA%3D&reserved=0
https://eur06.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.5ironmansbeatalzheimer.com%2F&data=05%7C02%7CGrazia.Tomasini%40alzheimer-europe.org%7Cc0d42ad3f9874a64c73908dd5fd2294c%7Cc3d8e25472e240748eb257cbf2e0b45c%7C1%7C0%7C638772078464949620%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=vMeVEptVXzbI26of5xba4BXwg%2Bmmt4wA6YVjJtUhkLA%3D&reserved=0
https://www.alzheimer-europe.org/news/despite-marked-reduction-prevalence-dementia-number-people-dementia-set-double-2050-according
https://www.alzheimer-europe.org/news/2024-lancet-commission-underscores-potential-dementia-risk-reduction-identifying-14-modifiable
https://play.rtl.lu/shows/en/in-conversation-with-lisa-burke/episodes/n/2283310
https://play.rtl.lu/shows/en/in-conversation-with-lisa-burke/episodes/n/2283310
https://eur06.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fopen.spotify.com%2Fshow%2F4mrOtFFEXKa1DyxzfyUX1o&data=05%7C02%7CGrazia.Tomasini%40alzheimer-europe.org%7Cc0d42ad3f9874a64c73908dd5fd2294c%7Cc3d8e25472e240748eb257cbf2e0b45c%7C1%7C0%7C638772078464979212%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=wxjr4wKzlOW%2Fb5slF1Sxq3EPG2jCKFeWjUQbgW82irU%3D&reserved=0
https://eur06.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fpodcasts.apple.com%2Fgb%2Fpodcast%2Frtl-today-the-lisa-burke-show%2Fid1503348120&data=05%7C02%7CGrazia.Tomasini%40alzheimer-europe.org%7Cc0d42ad3f9874a64c73908dd5fd2294c%7Cc3d8e25472e240748eb257cbf2e0b45c%7C1%7C0%7C638772078464994883%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=av0faHAIxU93Fx%2B%2FLP%2BKj01n3TmCqJxBkB2ELOwFv9U%3D&reserved=0
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Award (to be launched in June 2025), the 35th Alzheimer Eu-
rope Conference (taking place in Bologna, Italy, from 6 to 8 
October) and planned work with the European Medicines 
Agency. The agenda for the upcoming Annual General Meet-
ing (taking place in Brussels on 4 June) was also discussed 
and adopted. 
On 25 March, Jean Georges kicked off the meeting with a 
presentation about the new Strategic Plan (2026-2030) of Alz-
heimer Europe and then gave the floor to colleagues from the 
Research team and the Public Involvement team, to share up-
dates on current EU-funded projects in which the organisation 
is involved. The next Board meeting will take place online on 
12 May. 

25 MARCH:  

School student Skye writes about her 
experience of doing voluntary work at 
Alzheimer Europe as part of the "Mérite 
Jeunesse" bronze award 

My name is Skye, and I am in Year 9 at St George’s Interna-
tional School of Luxembourg. As a part of my Mérite Jeunesse 
experience, I decided to volunteer at Alzheimer Europe. This 
helped me gain multiple new skills, like working in an office, 
filing systems, creating an inventory and writing this newsletter 
article. If you don’t know what the "Mérite Jeunesse" is (also 
known as the Duke of Edinburgh Award), it is a programme 
that encourages young people like me to challenge them-
selves by doing things such as volunteering, learning new 
skills, getting healthy and taking on adventurous hikes. It is a 
great way to push yourself and make a difference for yourself 
and others at the same time.  
For the volunteering part of my Mérite Jeunesse bronze award 
I got the chance to work with an amazing organisation that 
works to support people with Alzheimer’s and other types of 
dementia. My main tasks were checking the names of all the 
Members of the European Parliament (MEPs) in the email 
contact lists and identifying any mistakes, checking that the 
photos of the European Alzheimer’s Alliance of MEPs on the 

Alzheimer Europe website were up to date, and organising 
and cataloguing the publications in the archive room. It might 
not sound super exciting, but it was an interesting experience 
and knowing that I was helping by making sure things around 
the office and online were organised was important to me, 
plus, knowing that even small tasks like these could help Alz-
heimer Europe out made me feel good about myself. 
It was also such a pleasure to get the chance to meet the 
members of the European Working Group of People with De-
mentia when they were in Luxembourg. They are such nice 
people and it was a really nice experience. Thank you! 
Alzheimer Europe does a lot of important work, like raising 
awareness, supporting research, and pushing for better poli-
cies to help people with dementia and their families. They work 
with politicians, scientists and national Alzheimer’s groups to 
make a real difference across the whole of our continent. 
Overall, this experience was really rewarding. I got to contrib-
ute to an important cause, learn new skills and see how a big 
organisation operates. it also showed me how even the small-
est efforts can help make a difference. I am really glad I chose 
this for part of my Mérite Jeunesse journey, and I hope to keep 
helping out in different ways like this in the future! Find out 
more about the Mérite Jeunesse:  
https://merite.jeunesse.lu/en/  
 
Pictured: Skye (in the middle) with members of the European 
Working Group of People with Dementia, supporters and re-
searchers, at the group's meeting in Luxembourg on 25 March 
2025 

31 MARCH:  

One month left to submit your abstract for the 
35th Alzheimer Europe Conference! 
There is just one month 
left to submit your ab-
stract for this year's 
Alzheimer Europe Con-
ference (35AEC) in Bo-
logna, Italy. Our call for 
abstracts, which covers 
a broad range of topics, 
is open until 30 April so 
we encourage you to 
submit yours as soon 
as possible, via: 
https://www.alzheimer-europe.org/conferences/2025-bolo-
gna/abstract-submission  
Registrations are also open, with reduced Early Bird rates 
available until 30 June. Click here to register: https://www.alz-
heimer-europe.org/conferences/2025-bologna/conference-
registration-portal  

https://merite.jeunesse.lu/en/
https://www.alzheimer-europe.org/conferences/2025-bologna/abstract-submission
https://www.alzheimer-europe.org/conferences/2025-bologna/abstract-submission
https://www.alzheimer-europe.org/conferences/2025-bologna/conference-registration-portal
https://www.alzheimer-europe.org/conferences/2025-bologna/conference-registration-portal
https://www.alzheimer-europe.org/conferences/2025-bologna/conference-registration-portal
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AE NETWORKING 
3 MARCH The Board of the Alzheimer Europe Foundation met 

4 MARCH Angela moderated a workshop at an EIT Health event on “Driving innovation in health data and digital 
health” (Brussels, Belgium) 

6 MARCH Jean met with the InRAD team to discuss his membership of the Board of the InRAD Foundation 

6-7 MARCH Soraya attended the PANEUCARE project consortium meeting (Berlin, Germany) 

7 MARCH Cindy attended the European Medicines Agency webinar “Finding clinical trials with the ACT EU Trial Map” 

11 MARCH Angela attended the final review meeting for the RECOGNISED project 

12 MARCH Sarah organised a consultation with the PREDICTOM Public Ambassador Group 

13 MARCH Angela and Cindy attended an online networking meeting for Horizon Europe Health projects 

14 MARCH Ana, Angela, Chris, Cindy and Soraya attended the LETHE project webinar “How can Public Involvement 
support research on dementia risk reduction?” 

14 MARCH Owen attended a meeting on the priorities for the European Semester 2025 organised by DG EMPL 
(European Commission) 

17 MARCH Angela participated in an interim review meeting for the eBRAIN-Health project 

18 MARCH Owen attended a meeting of the sub-group on a Socially Just Europe for the CSO State of the EU, 
organised by Civil Society Europe 

19 MARCH Angela attended the 2025 Brain Health Summit, organised by the European Academy of Neurology 
(Brussels, Belgium) 

20 MARCH Alzheimer Europe organised two information meetings for members with BMS and Anavex 

20 MARCH Ana, Cindy and Sarah organised a project consultation with the Multi-MeMo Advisory Board 

21 MARCH Ana and Angela attended an AD Strategy meeting at the Innovative Health Initiative offices (Brussels, 
Belgium) 

24-25 MARCH The Alzheimer Europe Board met in the Alzheimer Europe offices (Senningerberg, Luxembourg) 

25-27 MARCH The Public Involvement team met with the European Working Group of People with Dementia & Owen gave 
a presentation about the 2025 Dementia in Europe Yearbook to the group (Senningerberg, Luxembourg) 

27 MARCH Angela organised a meeting with national Alzheimer associations as part of the AD-RIDDLE project 

31 MARCH Ana, Cindy and Sarah attended the Multi-MeMo General Assembly Meeting 

31 MARCH Owen attended the launch of the WHO's report on Addressing Dementia in refugees and migrants 

31 MARCH Jean attended the Brain Health Mission Forum of the European Academy of Neurology 
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https://www.alzheimer-europe.org/product/donation
https://www.ean.org/congress2025/register/registration
https://www.alzheimer-europe.org/
https://twitter.com/alzheimereurope
https://www.linkedin.com/company/alzheimer-europe/
https://www.facebook.com/alzheimer.europe/
https://www.instagram.com/alzheimereurope/
https://www.youtube.com/user/AlzheimerEurope
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EU project acknowledgements 
 

 
 

A number of the projects in which Alzheimer Europe is a project partner receive funding from Horizon 2020, Horizon 
Europe, the Innovative Medicines Initiative 2 (IMI2) Joint Undertaking (JU), or the Innovative Health Initiative (IHI) JU. 
Projects funded through the IMI2 or IHI JU receive support from EU Research & Innovation programmes, as well as 
industry federations and other contributing partners. Please visit the project website(s) listed below for specific details 
on the organisations, federations and funders providing support for individual projects. 
The projects in this newsletter are: 
 

AI-Mind - grant agreement 964220 (https://www.ai-mind.eu/)  
DORIAN GRAY - grant agreement 101156266 

FluiDx-AD - grant agreement 101155955 
PREDICTFTD - grant agreement 101156175 

PREDICTOM - grant agreement 101132356 (https://www.predictom.eu/) 
 

PROMINENT- grant agreement 101112145 (https://www.ihi-prominent.eu/) 

 
 

 
 

ADIS - This project is supported by the Luxembourg National Research Fund (INTER/JPND21/15741011/ADIS) under 
the aegis of the EU Joint Programme - Neurodegenerative Disease Research (JPND) - www.jpnd.eu  

 
Multi-MeMo - This project is supported by the Luxembourg National Research Fund (INTER/JPND22/17107181/Multi-
MeMo) under the aegis of the EU Joint Programme - Neurodegenerative Disease Research (JPND) - www.jpnd.eu  

https://www.ai-mind.eu/
https://www.predictom.eu/
https://www.ihi-prominent.eu/
http://www.jpnd.eu/
http://www.jpnd.eu/
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EU PROJECTS

25 FEBRUARY:  

Clinicians' perspectives on clinical decision 
support systems for Alzheimer’s disease 

On 25 February, researchers 
from the Innovative Health Ini-
tiative funded PROMINENT 
consortium published an article 
entitled “Deciphering Perspec-
tives: A European survey on 
clinical decision support tools 

for dementia and Alzheimer's disease” in the journal Dementia 
and Geriatric Cognitive Disorders. The study explored clini-
cians' perspectives on clinical decision support systems 
(CDSS) for dementia and Alzheimer’s disease (AD) manage-
ment. 
Technological advancements, such as digital monitoring tools, 
disease-modifying therapies, and artificial intelligence, are im-
proving the clinical management of neurocognitive disorders. 
Input from end users is crucial in the development process of 
technology to support effective implementation. 
A survey targeted clinicians with field expertise, including neu-
rologists, psychiatrists, and geriatricians, to gather information 
on their clinical needs. The participants were invited from the 
European Alzheimer’s Disease Consortium, which includes 
65-member centres across Europe. Invitations were sent via 
institutional email lists containing a survey link. 
84 clinicians responded, responses showed that over half had 
no prior experience with CDSS. The ability to predict AD like-
lihood was rated the most important diagnostic function, 
though opinions on predicting amyloid positivity were mixed. 
Most respondents highlighted treatment eligibility assessment 
for disease-modifying therapies as a key function, while pre-
dicting cognitive and functional decline was seen as the most 
valuable prognostic feature. Data accuracy and ease of use 
were identified as the most critical factors for successful CDSS 
adoption. 
The authors highlighted that these findings contribute to the 
future development of CDSS as part of the project, particularly 
as disease-modifying therapies gain approval and enter clini-
cal practice. A precise and user-friendly decision support tool 
could enhance clinical decision-making and efficiency in de-
mentia care. The paper has been published open access and 
can be read here:  

https://doi.org/10.1159/000544801 

25 FEBRUARY:  

REBALANCE workshop explores Public 
Involvement in translational research, asking 
"What do researchers and people with 
dementia think about involvement in basic 
and preclinical research?" 
At a hybrid-format workshop held in 
Riga (Latvia) on 25 February 2025, re-
searchers, representatives from Alz-
heimer Europe, and people with lived 
experience came together to share in-
sights and challenges around Public 
Involvement in preclinical and translational research. The 
event featured presentations, open discussions, and a co-cre-
ative session focused on developing informative materials 
about preclinical and translational research for people with de-
mentia and their supporters. 
Prof. Signe Mežinska and Anna Žabicka from the University of 
Latvia, a REBALANCE consortium partner leading this phase 
of the project, presented initial findings from focus groups con-
ducted with researchers, people living with dementia, and 
caregivers. Researchers in focus groups highlighted that en-
gagement with people affected by the disease can bring moti-
vation, clarify research goals, and improve the relevance of 
studies. At the same time, many acknowledged feeling under-
prepared to involve the public meaningfully, stressing the need 
for training and resources. At the same time, people with de-
mentia and their carers involved in focus groups voiced strong 
support for early involvement in the research process. They 
emphasised the importance of everyday knowledge gained 
through lived experience, which, according to them, is a valu-
able yet often overlooked perspective in early research. A 
common concern raised by both groups was the balance be-
tween hope and hype: while hope is vital, participants stressed 
the need for transparency and realistic communication about 
the outcomes and limitations of ongoing research. 
The workshop also featured a presentation by Prof. Tarja 
Malm (University of Eastern Finland), REBALANCE consor-
tium coordinator, who provided an overview of the project’s 
aims and progress. Sarah Campill (Public Involvement Officer, 
Alzheimer Europe) shared valuable insights and best prac-
tices on Public Involvement across Europe. Chris Roberts, a 
member of the European Working Group of People with De-
mentia (EWGPWD), and his wife and supporter Jayne 
Goodrick (Wales, UK) shared their experiences of collabora-
tion with researchers. 
In the afternoon, participants turned their attention to the prac-
tical development of informational materials. Contributions 
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from Sarah Campill, Chris Roberts, Jayne Goodrick, and 
Baiba Ziemele, a Latvian advocate for patients' rights, were 
particularly valuable in shaping these materials to be clear, rel-
evant, and respectful of the needs of people with dementia and 
their families.  
The second half of the day was dedicated to discussing the 
practical needs for developing informative materials on pre-
clinical and translational research. The insights of Sarah 
Campill, Chris Roberts, Jayne Goodrick, and Baiba Ziemele 
again gave irreplaceable contributions to this work. The feed-
back gathered at the workshop will inform the next steps of the 
REBALANCE project, including the refinement of materials to 
better support people with dementia and their supporters. 
You can find more information about the REBALANCE project 
here: https://uefconnect.uef.fi/en/group/rebalance/  
The REBALANCE project is funded under the 2022 JPND Call 
for “Understanding the Mechanisms for Non-Pharmacological 
Interventions”. The project is supported through the following 
national funding organizations: Academy of Finland, Finland; 
Brain Canada Foundation; Luxembourg National Research 
Fund; The Netherlands Organization for Health Research; 
French National Research Agency and the Latvian Council of 
Science. The project will be carried out during 1 April 2023-31 
December 2026. 

27 FEBRUARY:  

DORIAN GRAY project kicks off in Brescia 

The DORIAN GRAY project officially kicked off in Brescia, It-
aly, on 27-28 February, marking the beginning of an ambitious 
five-year research initiative aimed at uncovering the links be-
tween cardiovascular disease (CVD) and mild cognitive im-
pairment (MCI). Launched on 1 January 2025, and funded by 

the European Union (EU), the project has a budget of EUR 11 
million distributed across 24 partners. 
"For years, Alzheimer’s disease and cerebrovascular demen-
tia were viewed as separate entities. Recent research sug-
gests they may represent a continuum, with overlapping path-
ways favouring either vascular or parenchymal β-amyloid dep-
osition,” explains DORIAN GRAY scientific coordinator Dr Ric-
cardo Proietti of the University of Liverpool, UK. “CVD not only 
shares risk factors with cognitive impairment but may also 
contribute to it, through mechanisms like chronic hypoperfu-
sion, infarcts, and arterial stiffness. However, a unifying theory 
remains elusive due to the lack of reliable biomarkers for early 
diagnosis and risk stratification in MCI patients with CVD. The 
goal of DORIAN GRAY is to develop a neurobiology-based 
hypothesis linking MCI to CVD, using biomarkers for clinical 
assessment to inform joint health policies for prevention, while 
also developing an innovative digital tool that can be used for 
cognitive enhancement.” 
The kick-off meeting in Brescia brought together representa-
tives from all partners including academia, hospitals, compa-
nies and non-profit organisations who had the opportunity to 
meet and share insights. Over two days of intense discus-
sions, participants focused on setting up the work of the differ-
ent work packages for the project, establishing partnerships, 
and ensuring that all aspects of the project align for maximum 
impact over the next five years. Within the consortium, Alz-
heimer Europe leads the Public Involvement activities and 
contributes to the communication and stakeholder engage-
ment activities in the project. Angela Bradshaw (Director for 
Research), Cindy Birck (Project Officer) and Soraya Moradi 
Bachiller (Public Involvement Officer) joined the kick-off meet-
ing on behalf of Alzheimer Europe. 
If you are interested to know more about the project, read the 
press release: https://www.escardio.org/The-ESC/Press-Of-
fice/Press-releases/eu-flagship-project-dorian-gray-to-use-pi-
oneering-ai-and-avatar-technology-to-un  

1 MARCH: 

PREDICTFTD project kicks off in Rotterdam, 
bringing together 15 partner organisations to 
advance FTD diagnosis 

The PREDICTFTD project, a collaborative effort involving 15 
European partners, has officially commenced with a success-
ful kick-off meeting hosted by Erasmus UMC in Rotterdam.  
Coordinated by Prof. Harro Seelaar, the project aims to ad-
vance the early detection and diagnosis of frontotemporal de-
mentia (FTD).  FTD encompasses a group of disorders char-
acterised by progressive nerve cell loss in the brain's frontal 
and temporal lobes, leading to significant changes in person-
ality, behaviour, and language. One of the primary obstacles 
in managing FTD is the often substantial delay in diagnosis, 
sometimes extending up to three or four years. 

https://uefconnect.uef.fi/en/group/rebalance/
https://www.escardio.org/The-ESC/Press-Office/Press-releases/eu-flagship-project-dorian-gray-to-use-pioneering-ai-and-avatar-technology-to-un
https://www.escardio.org/The-ESC/Press-Office/Press-releases/eu-flagship-project-dorian-gray-to-use-pioneering-ai-and-avatar-technology-to-un
https://www.escardio.org/The-ESC/Press-Office/Press-releases/eu-flagship-project-dorian-gray-to-use-pioneering-ai-and-avatar-technology-to-un
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PREDICTFTD will validate a set of fluid biomarkers and de-
velop a web-based tool which will helps clinicians to diagnose 
FTD correctly at an early disease stage, also predicting the 
underlying pathology. One of the limitations of current bi-
omarker research is that FTD is relatively rare and therefore 
local FTD cohorts are small. To circumvent this challenge, 
PREDICTFTD brings together 11 dementia and FTD cohorts 
from 7 clinical centres, in 5 countries across Europe. By ena-
bling earlier diagnosis, PREDICTFTD hopes to improve out-
comes for patients and their families, allowing them to access 
appropriate support and targeted treatments.  
The two-day kick-off meeting welcomed partners from PRE-
DICTFTD’s 15 partner organisations, based across 9 coun-
tries. Alzheimer Europe, which is leading public involvement 
and stakeholder engagement tasks, was represented by An-
gela Bradshaw (Director for Research) and Soraya Moradi-
Bachiller (Public Involvement Officer). The first day focused on 
partner introductions as well as discussions on how data will 
be accessed, stored, handled and analysed. On the second 
day, discussions delved into specific work packages, bi-
omarker development, and the development of economic 
evaluation models. Clinical partners presented their cohorts 
and sites, outlining the different biomarker technologies being 
used in their clinics and laboratories. Drawing the two-day 
meeting to a close, Prof. Seelaar reminded the attendees 
about PREDICTFTD's mission to advance early diagnosis of 
FTD, highlighting how this can provide clarity during uncertain 
times, enabling individuals to seek appropriate support and in-
terventions promptly.   

5 MARCH:  

FluiDx-AD is a Horizon Europe project set to 
improve Alzheimer’s disease diagnosis 

On 5 March 2025, the FluiDx-
AD project was officially 
launched, funded by the Euro-
pean Union’s Horizon Europe 

programme with a budget of EUR 7,699,219.38 for three and 
a half years. The project aims to improve the early diagnosis 
and management of Alzheimer’s disease (AD). The project is 

scientifically led by Dr Erik Christensen MD PhD, Co-founder 
and CMO at Pre-Diagnostics AS. 
Coordinated by Oslo University Hospital, represented by Dr Ira 
Ronit Hebold Haraldsen MD PhD, the project brings together 
a consortium of ten partners across Europe. AD affects over 
10 million people in the EU, a number expected to triple by 
2050. Current diagnostic tools, such as brain imaging and cer-
ebrospinal fluid tests, are partially invasive, costly and often 
only used in already advanced disease stages. FluiDx-AD ad-
dresses these limitations by developing minimally invasive, 
cost-effective in vitro diagnostic (IVD) tests using saliva and 
blood samples. 
FluiDx-AD seeks to develop a trio of complementary tests: 
• SalivaDx-AD: An easy-to-use, at-home saliva test for pop-

ulation-wide detection of individuals at risk of developing 
AD in its prodromal stages. 

• PlasmaDx-AD: A minimally invasive and cost-effective 
blood test for high-precision confirmatory diagnosis for in-
dividuals with suspected AD. 

• BloodCellDx-AD: A minimally invasive, whole blood ex 
vivo test system to evaluate the risk of amyloid-related 
imaging abnormalities (ARIA), to support patient eligibility 
assessments and ARIA monitoring for anti-amyloid thera-
pies. 

These tests aim to enable earlier detection, better patient 
stratification and improved monitoring during treatment, en-
hancing quality of life for millions affected by AD. The project 
also seeks to expedite the development and acceptance of 
new disease-modifying therapies by addressing safety con-
cerns and supporting clinical trial recruitment.  
With recent regulatory approvals of disease-modifying thera-
pies and the advent of blood-based biomarkers for early diag-
nosis, the need for robust, accessible diagnostic solutions for 
Alzheimer’s disease has never been greater. Alzheimer Eu-
rope will be responsible for communication, Public Involve-
ment and ethical considerations. For further information, 
please contact: 
Scientific Coordinator 
Dr Erik Christensen MD PhD: erik@pre-diagnostics.com 
Project Coordinator 
Dr Ira Ronit Hebold Haraldsen MD PhD: ira.har-
aldsen@icloud.com 
Stay up-to-date on our activities: https://linktr.ee/FluiDx_AD 
Read more about the project and consortium: https://www.alz-
heimer-europe.org/news/fluidx-ad-horizon-europe-project-
set-improve-alzheimers-disease-diagnosis  

mailto:erik@pre-diagnostics.com
mailto:ira.haraldsen@icloud.com
mailto:ira.haraldsen@icloud.com
https://linktr.ee/FluiDx_AD
https://www.alzheimer-europe.org/news/fluidx-ad-horizon-europe-project-set-improve-alzheimers-disease-diagnosis
https://www.alzheimer-europe.org/news/fluidx-ad-horizon-europe-project-set-improve-alzheimers-disease-diagnosis
https://www.alzheimer-europe.org/news/fluidx-ad-horizon-europe-project-set-improve-alzheimers-disease-diagnosis
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6-7 MARCH:  

PANEUCARE consortium meets in Berlin to 
address gaps and needs in dementia 
healthcare research in Europe 

 
On 6 and 7 March, the PANEUCARE expert group gathered 
in Berlin (Germany). The meeting was hosted by the 
Deutsches Zentrum für Neurodegenerative Erkrankungen 
(DZNE) at the offices of the Helmholtz-Gemeinschaft, and was 
attended by Soraya Moradi-Bachiller, Public Involvement Of-
ficer at Alzheimer Europe alongside 21 experts from 18 differ-
ent European countries and Canada.  
René Thyrian, research lead at the DZNE and Board member 
at Alzheimer Europe, welcomed all the participants and paved 
the way for two days of informative and fruitful discussions. 
During the two-day meeting, the consortium worked on recom-
mendations for future healthcare research with a focus on 
south-eastern and eastern European countries.  
PANEUCARE is an international EU Joint Programme - Neu-
rodegenerative Disease Research (JPND) expert group of sci-
entists in the field of dementia care research with a focus on 
multidirectional knowledge transfer. 

10-11 MARCH: 

The REMOTE-AD Project held a consortium 
meeting in Magdeburg, Germany 

On 10 and 11 March, 
the REMOTE-AD pro-
ject consortium, includ-
ing Alzheimer Europe 
(AE), convened its first 
in-person meeting in 
Magdeburg, Germany, 
to share background in-
formation, introduce 
partners and plan the 
development of a refer-
ence framework and 

standards for the future use of remote digital assessments in 
early AD. The meeting included academic partners from Ger-
many, Italy, the United Kingdom, Luxembourg, the United 
States of America, France, Sweden and the Netherlands.  
During the meeting, four subgroups led presentations and dis-
cussions. Each of them covered one of four important work 
streams constituting the project. Work streams included 1) the 
determination of the unmet needs in AD clinical practice that 
can be addressed with remote digital assessments; 2) delivery 
of a framework for identification and external appraisal of the 
most appropriate measures and measurement technologies 
for each identified use case; 3) evaluation of the social and 
ethical considerations relating to the deployment of remote 
digital assessments in each use case; 4) implementation into 
health care for the respective use cases. Each subgroup had 
prepared a series of presentations relating to their topic and 
area of expertise.  
During this meeting, Dr Sebastien Libert, Public Involvement 
Officer at AE, delivered a presentation on the importance of 
public involvement in defining social and ethical issues in the 
development, current and future use of remote digital assess-
ment technologies for Alzheimer’s disease/dementia as part of 
subgroup three. This contribution will support the REMOTE-
AD project’s future work by ensuring that the needs, aspira-
tions and preferences of patients and people at risk of demen-
tia are considered in the development of the remote digital as-
sessment technologies for Alzheimer’s disease.  

11 MARCH:  

AI-Mind launches its knowledge hub during 
Brain Awareness Week 

In celebration of Brain Awareness Week, a global campaign 
held every March to raise awareness about brain research, the 
AI-Mind project has launched its knowledge hub, aimed at 
sharing valuable insights from its research.  
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This digital space, named “AI-Mind Share,” is an essential re-
source for anyone interested in the field of dementia, mild cog-
nitive impairment (MCI), artificial intelligence (AI) in 
healthcare, ethical AI use and data privacy. The hub contains 
a wide range of resources, ranging from project reports and 
publications to articles and videos. The goal is to provide prac-
tical tools and information that will support clinicians, research-
ers, healthcare professionals, patient organisations and other 
key stakeholders. 
To explore this new resource, please visit the AI-Mind website, 
click on the "Outcomes" section in the top menu and select 
"Knowledge hub: AI-Mind Share." There, you can dive into six 
different topics: 
• AI-Mind insights on MCI, dementia, risk factors, diagnosis 

and the use of AI in clinical practice 
• Ethical considerations of using AI in healthcare 
• Managing data privacy and security for AI-Mind tools 
• Engineering principles behind the AI-Mind solutions 
• Health Technology Assessment (HTA) for evaluating the 

potential value and cost-effectiveness of AI-based tools 
• Complementary information on various knowledge 

toolboxes developed within the AI-Mind project. 
For more information, visit: https://www.ai-mind.eu/ 

17 MARCH:  

This Brain Awareness Week the ADIS project 
launches a new Spanish language campaign 
“Yo Me Celebro” (“I celebrate myself”) 

Brain health and neurodegenerative diseases concern us all, 
regardless of our age. In young adults (~18-25 years), building 
healthy lifestyle habits is of vital importance, making this group 
of people the perfect target for brain health campaigns.  
ADIS is using Brain Awareness Week to launch a new Span-
ish language campaign called “Yo Me Celebro” (“I celebrate 
myself”), consisting of a series of videos being shared on Tik-
Tok and Instagram, two of the most popular social media plat-
forms among the younger demographic. The first video, which 
is being used to launch the campaign, features Soraya Mo-
radi-Bachiller, Public Involvement Officer at Alzheimer Eu-

rope. Subsequent campaign videos will be also shared on Alz-
heimer Europe’s Instagram and TikTok accounts using the 
hashtag #YoMeCelebro. You can watch all the videos using 
the QR codes on the campaign poster above. 
Work on the campaign started at the beginning of 2024, with 
the aim of creating something adapted to young adults, for 
whom taking care of their brain health is complicated due to 
financial and time constraints. This campaign has been devel-
oped in the context of the ADIS research project (homepage - 
adis-project.eu), with campaign work being led by Soraya Mo-
radi-Bachiller in collaboration with the Confederación Espa-
ñola de Alzheimer y otras demencias (CEAFA), the ADIS Ad-
visory Board composed of people with Mild Cognitive Impair-
ment due to Alzheimer’s disease and their supporters, the 
ADIS Young-Adults Advisory Board composed of people in 
their early 20s, and Prof. Dr David Bartrés-Faz (University of 
Barcelona).  
You can read more about the campaign on the ADIS project 
website: https://adis-project.eu/this-brain-awareness-week-
the-adis-project-launches-a-new-spanish-language-cam-
paign-yo-me-celebro-i-celebrate-myself/ 

17 MARCH:  

The PREDICTOM project has published a 
series of interviews exploring various aspects 
of the project and asking how it is making an 
important contribution to Alzheimer’s research 
The PREDICTOM pro-
ject has published a se-
ries of seven interviews 
with different partners 
from the consortium, to 
explore various aspects 
of the project and find 
out how it is making an important contribution to Alzheimer’s 
research. You can read these interviews via the links below: 
1. The first instalment of the series is an interview with Dag 

Aarsland, Professor of Old Age Psychiatry at King's Col-
lege London and research lead at Stavanger University 
Hospital. He is the project’s academic lead and coordi-
nates its clinical trial: https://www.predic-
tom.eu/news/transforming-alzheimers-care-by-bringing-
diagnosis-to-the-household-and-primary-care  

2. Sarah Campill, Public Involvement Officer at Alzheimer 
Europe, discusses her contribution to PREDICTOM and 
the importance of involving members of the public in Alz-
heimer's research: https://www.predictom.eu/news/trans-
forming-alzheimers-care-by-bringing-diagnosis-to-the-
household-and-primary-care-1  

3. Timo Schirmer, Director of the MR Applied Science La-
boratory at GE HealthCare, speaks about his role in PRE-
DICTOM as industry lead and reflects on the project's 
goals to improve early diagnosis of Alzheimer's disease: 
https://www.predictom.eu/news/unlocking-alzheimers-

https://www.ai-mind.eu/
https://adis-project.eu/
https://adis-project.eu/
https://eur06.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fadis-project.eu%2Fthis-brain-awareness-week-the-adis-project-launches-a-new-spanish-language-campaign-yo-me-celebro-i-celebrate-myself%2F&data=05%7C02%7CKatherine.Ellis%40alzheimer-europe.org%7Ce2a2298ee0bb4d0ae42408dd65535955%7Cc3d8e25472e240748eb257cbf2e0b45c%7C1%7C0%7C638778130857147901%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=MYwttOg6gEdodFc3319%2Bm1D%2BGqmvy8eiapF2KVEE5mo%3D&reserved=0
https://eur06.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fadis-project.eu%2Fthis-brain-awareness-week-the-adis-project-launches-a-new-spanish-language-campaign-yo-me-celebro-i-celebrate-myself%2F&data=05%7C02%7CKatherine.Ellis%40alzheimer-europe.org%7Ce2a2298ee0bb4d0ae42408dd65535955%7Cc3d8e25472e240748eb257cbf2e0b45c%7C1%7C0%7C638778130857147901%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=MYwttOg6gEdodFc3319%2Bm1D%2BGqmvy8eiapF2KVEE5mo%3D&reserved=0
https://eur06.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fadis-project.eu%2Fthis-brain-awareness-week-the-adis-project-launches-a-new-spanish-language-campaign-yo-me-celebro-i-celebrate-myself%2F&data=05%7C02%7CKatherine.Ellis%40alzheimer-europe.org%7Ce2a2298ee0bb4d0ae42408dd65535955%7Cc3d8e25472e240748eb257cbf2e0b45c%7C1%7C0%7C638778130857147901%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=MYwttOg6gEdodFc3319%2Bm1D%2BGqmvy8eiapF2KVEE5mo%3D&reserved=0
https://www.predictom.eu/news/transforming-alzheimers-care-by-bringing-diagnosis-to-the-household-and-primary-care
https://www.predictom.eu/news/transforming-alzheimers-care-by-bringing-diagnosis-to-the-household-and-primary-care
https://www.predictom.eu/news/transforming-alzheimers-care-by-bringing-diagnosis-to-the-household-and-primary-care
https://www.predictom.eu/news/transforming-alzheimers-care-by-bringing-diagnosis-to-the-household-and-primary-care-1
https://www.predictom.eu/news/transforming-alzheimers-care-by-bringing-diagnosis-to-the-household-and-primary-care-1
https://www.predictom.eu/news/transforming-alzheimers-care-by-bringing-diagnosis-to-the-household-and-primary-care-1
https://www.predictom.eu/news/unlocking-alzheimers-progress-advancing-diagnosis-and-treatment-through-interdisciplinary-expertise
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progress-advancing-diagnosis-and-treatment-through-in-
terdisciplinary-expertise  

4. Matthias Müllenborn, Senior Director Public-Private Part-
nerships at Novo Nordisk shares his vision of PREDIC-
TOM's potential impact on research and treatment plans 
for Alzheimer's disease: https://www.predic-
tom.eu/news/driving-innovations-for-early-diagnosis-of-
alzheimers-disease  

5. Spiros Nikolopoulos, Principal Researcher at Centre for 
Research and Technology Hellas (CERTH), elaborates 
on his work within PREDICTOM and the importance of 
finding biomarkers for early detection of Alzheimer's dis-
ease: https://www.predictom.eu/news/in-search-for-indi-
cators-of-alzheimers-disease-to-detect-and-track-cogni-
tive-decline  

6. Holger Fröhlich, Head of AI & Data Science at Fraunhofer 
SCAI, explains his work on PREDICTOM and sheds light 
on the data models used in the project as well as the am-
bitions for wider use of PREDICTOM's data platform: 
https://www.predictom.eu/news/our-models-will-cover-
the-entire-patients-journey-from-a-patient-at-home-up-
to-a-visit-to-a-neurologist-in-a-memory-clinic  

7. In the seventh and final interview of the series, Robin Ver-
jans, Program Manager at Lygature, highlights the im-
portance of effective project management in PREDIC-
TOM: https://www.predictom.eu/news/ensuring-the-suc-
cess-of-predictom-through-effective-partnership-man-
agement  

20 MARCH: 

Members of the Multi-MeMo Advisory Board 
meet online 

On 20 March, members of the Multi-MeMo Advisory Board 
(AB) gathered for an online meeting. Multi-MeMo (“Shorter- 
and longer-term mechanisms of multimodal interventions to 
prevent dementia”) is a European funded project that focuses 
on brain health in older people, overall, and tailored, mul-
tidomain (i.e., targeting simultaneously multiple risk factors) in-
terventions for the risk-reduction of cognitive impairment and 
dementia, in particular. 
The meeting was attended by five AB members, including 
members of the public with and without cognitive impairment 

from five European countries. It was divided into two main 
parts. The first part featured an informative presentation by Dr 
Francesca Mangialasche from Karolinska Institutet (Sweden). 
Her talk, titled “The European Regulatory Path of Disease 
Modifying Drugs – What is Happening in Europe?” provided 
insightful updates on the latest developments in disease-mod-
ifying drug treatments. Following her presentation, participants 
were invited to ask questions, creating an interactive discus-
sion. 
In the second part of the meeting, a consultation session al-
lowed AB members to share their views and concerns regard-
ing the impact of these developments and their possible im-
pact on the general population in Europe and preventive pro-
grammes (e.g., FINGER). AB members provided valuable 
feedback, which will help guide both current and future re-
search within the Multi-MeMo consortium. The overall meeting 
was facilitated by Sarah Campill (Alzheimer Europe), who was 
joined by Cindy Birck, Ana Diaz (Alzheimer Europe), Fran-
cesca Mangialasche (Karolinska Institutet) and Mariagnese 
Barbera (University of Eastern Finland). 
For further information about Multi-MeMo, please visit the pro-
ject’s website: https://www.multi-memo.eu/ 

24 MARCH:  

Registrations for the final ADIS symposium 
are open! 
ADIS is a collaborative 
effort to improve early 
diagnosis of Alz-
heimer’s disease by im-
mune profiling of cyto-
toxic lymphocytes and 
recording of sleep dis-
turbances. The re-
search project runs for three years with a budget of 1.3 million 
EUR, until June 2025. It connects EU-leading expertise in data 
science, biotechnology, clinical research as well as public in-
volvement from seven partner institutions. As the funding pe-
riod of our project concludes in June, the ADIS consortium is 
more than excited to announce that registrations for our Final 
Symposium are open. This 2-day event will take place on 25- 
26 June 2025 at Schloss Birlinghoven, Fraunhofer IZB Cam-
pus, Sankt Augustin (Germany). Here, they will showcase 
some of Europe’s biggest public-private research projects in 
neurodegeneration, including PREDICTOM, AD-RIDDLE and 
PROMINENT. The consortium will also share work and find-
ings from ADIS as well as look towards the future of neuro-
degeneration research during two round-table discussions 
with Key Opinion Leaders from the field. Learn more about the 
event and register here: https://adis-project.eu/final-sympo-
sium/ 

https://www.predictom.eu/news/unlocking-alzheimers-progress-advancing-diagnosis-and-treatment-through-interdisciplinary-expertise
https://www.predictom.eu/news/unlocking-alzheimers-progress-advancing-diagnosis-and-treatment-through-interdisciplinary-expertise
https://www.predictom.eu/news/driving-innovations-for-early-diagnosis-of-alzheimers-disease
https://www.predictom.eu/news/driving-innovations-for-early-diagnosis-of-alzheimers-disease
https://www.predictom.eu/news/driving-innovations-for-early-diagnosis-of-alzheimers-disease
https://www.predictom.eu/news/in-search-for-indicators-of-alzheimers-disease-to-detect-and-track-cognitive-decline
https://www.predictom.eu/news/in-search-for-indicators-of-alzheimers-disease-to-detect-and-track-cognitive-decline
https://www.predictom.eu/news/in-search-for-indicators-of-alzheimers-disease-to-detect-and-track-cognitive-decline
https://www.predictom.eu/news/our-models-will-cover-the-entire-patients-journey-from-a-patient-at-home-up-to-a-visit-to-a-neurologist-in-a-memory-clinic
https://www.predictom.eu/news/our-models-will-cover-the-entire-patients-journey-from-a-patient-at-home-up-to-a-visit-to-a-neurologist-in-a-memory-clinic
https://www.predictom.eu/news/our-models-will-cover-the-entire-patients-journey-from-a-patient-at-home-up-to-a-visit-to-a-neurologist-in-a-memory-clinic
https://www.predictom.eu/news/ensuring-the-success-of-predictom-through-effective-partnership-management
https://www.predictom.eu/news/ensuring-the-success-of-predictom-through-effective-partnership-management
https://www.predictom.eu/news/ensuring-the-success-of-predictom-through-effective-partnership-management
https://www.multi-memo.eu/
https://adis-project.eu/faqs/
https://adis-project.eu/faqs/
https://adis-project.eu/final-symposium/
https://adis-project.eu/final-symposium/
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25 MARCH:  

PREDICTOM Public Ambassador Group 
recently held a meeting online  

During January, members of 
the Public Ambassador Group 
(PAG) for the PREDICTOM 
project were invited to partici-
pate in an online meeting and 
provide written feedback. This 
online consultation was organ-

ised in close collaboration with project partners from King's 
College London (UK) and focused on the second phase of the 

at-home participant journey for the PREDICTOM project. The 
members were sent two different at-home biofluid collection 
kits to try out and review. The main objectives of the consulta-
tion were to assess the user-friendliness of the provided test 
kits, evaluate the clarity of the instructions and gather feed-
back on the overall experience. The session was led by Sarah 
Campill, Public Involvement Officer at Alzheimer Europe. Re-
search partners Zunera Kahn, Anna-Katharine Brem and Ga-
brielle Nieuwoudt provided on-the-spot responses and asked 
follow-up questions to the PAG members. The PAG feedback 
received was extremely valuable, offering insights and high-
lighting issues that need further development. 
 
 

MEMBERS OF THE EUROPEAN ALZHEIMER’S ALLIANCE 

Currently, the total number of MEPs in the European Alzheimer’s Alliance (EAA) 
stands at 88, representing 22 Member States of the European Union and seven out 
of eight political groups in the European Parliament. Alzheimer Europe is grateful to 
the Co-Chairs of the EAA: Nina Carberry MEP (Ireland, EPP), Tilly Metz MEP (Lux-
embourg, Greens/EFA), Romana Jerković MEP (Croatia, S&D), Sirpa Pietikäinen 
MEP (EPP, Finland); Vladimir Prebilič (Greens/EFA); Hilde Vautmans MEP (Belgium, Renew Europe) and Dainius Žalimas (Re-
new Europe, Lithuania) for their leadership and for hosting the organisation’s European Parliament lunch debates on dementia. 
Alzheimer Europe would also like to thank the following MEPs for their support of the EAA: 
Belgium: Kathleen van Brempt (S&D); Johan Van Overtveldt (ECR); Hilde Vautmans (Renew Europe). Bulgaria: Radan Kanev 
(EPP); Andrey Kovatchev (EPP); Ilhan Kyuchyuk (Renew Europe); Tsvetelina Penkova (S&D). Croatia: Biljana Borzan (S&D); 
Romana Jerković (S&D); Tonino Picula (S&D); Tomislav Sokol (EPP). Cyprus: Costas Mavrides (S&D). Czechia: Ondrej Dostal 
(NI); Tomáš Zdechovský (EPP). Denmark: Kira Marie Peter-Hansen (Greens/EFA); Christel Schaldemose (S&D). Estonia: Ur-
mas Paet (Renew Europe). Finland: Maria Guzenina (S&D, Finland); Merja Kyllönen (The Left); Sirpa Pietikäinen MEP (EPP). 
France: François-Xavier Bellamy (EPP); Mélissa Camara (Greens/EFA); Laurent Castillo (EPP); David Cormand (Greens/EFA); 
Marie Dauchy (PFE); Christophe Gomart (EPP); Catherine Griset (PFE); Céline Imart (EPP); Isabelle Le Callennec (EPP); Nadine 
Morano (EPP); Philippe Olivier (PFE); Mounir Satouri (Greens/EFA); Majdouline Sbai (Greens/EFA); Marie Toussaint 
(Greens/EFA). Germany: Alexandra Geese (Greens/EFA); Erik Marquardt (Greens/EFA); Angelika Niebler (EPP); Manuela Ripa 
(Greens/EFA); Terry Reintke (Greens/EFA). Greece: Tsiodras Dimitrios (EPP); Manolis Kefalogiannis (EPP); Nikos Papandreou 
(S&D); Elissavet Vozemberg-Vrionidi (EPP). Hungary: Tamás Deutsch (PFE); Enikő Győri (PFE); Kinga Gál (PFE); György Höl-
vényi (EPP), András Kulja (EPP). Ireland: Barry Andrews (Renew Europe); Lynn Boylan (The Left); Nina Carberry (EPP); Luke 
'Ming' Flanagan (NI); Billy Kelleher (Renew Europe); Seàn Kelly (EPP); Aodhán Ó Ríordáin (S&D); Maria Walsh (EPP). Italy: 
Brando Benifei (S&D); Caterine Chinnici (EPP); Carlo Fidanza (ECR); Aldo Patriciello (PFE). Lithuania: Vytenis Andriukaitis 
(S&D); Petras Auštrevičius (Renew Europe); Vilija Blinkevičiūtė (S&D); Liudas Mažylis (EPP); Dainius Žalimas (Renew Europe). 
Luxembourg: Marc Angel (S&D); Charles Goerens (Renew Europe); Tilly Metz (Greens, EFA); Isabel Wiseler-Lima (EPP). Po-
land: Elżbieta Katarzyna Łukacijewska (EPP); Michał Szczerba (EPP); Anna Zalewska (ECR). Portugal: Marta Temido (S&D); 
Catarina Martins (The Left). Romania: Vlad Vasile-Voiculescu (Renew Europe). Slovenia: Matjaž Nemec (S&D); Irena Joveva 
(Renew Europe); Vladimir Prebilič (Greens/EFA); Marjan Šarec (Renew); Romana Tomc (EPP); Milan Zver (EPP). Spain: Rosa 
Estaräs Ferragut (EPP); Juan Fernando López Aguilar (S&D); Idoia Mendia (S&D); Diana Riba i Giner (Greens-EFA); Ana Miranda 
Paz (Greens/EFA). Sweden: Pär Holmgren (Greens-EFA); Jonas Sjöstedt (S&D). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.predictom.eu/public-involvement-user-impact-in-predictom/the-public-ambassador-group-pag
https://www.predictom.eu/public-involvement-user-impact-in-predictom/the-public-ambassador-group-pag
https://www.predictom.eu/
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EUROPEAN ALZHEIMER’S ALLIANCE

28 FEBRUARY:  

Hilde Vautmans MEP submits written 
question on Alzheimer’s medications 

A Co-Chair of the Euro-
pean Alzheimer’s Alliance 
(EAA), Hilde Vautmans 
MEP (Renew, Belgium), 
has submitted a written 
question in the European 
Parliament on the ap-
proval of medicines for 
Alzheimer’s disease. The 
question reads: 
“The European Medicines 
Agency (EMA) is evaluat-
ing lecanemab and 
donanemab, two treat-

ments for early Alzheimer’s disease. 
On 14 November 2024, following re-examination, the EMA’s 
Committee for Medicinal Products for Human Use (CHMP) is-
sued a positive opinion on lecanemab. However, after its 
Standing Committee meeting of 24 January 2025, the Com-
mission requested that the CHMP review new safety data and 
clarify the wording of risk minimisation measures in Annex II. 
A response is expected after the CHMP’s February plenary 
meeting. 
Given the limited treatment options for Alzheimer’s disease 
and the fact that lecanemab and donanemab are already ap-
proved in several countries (China, Japan, the UK and the 
US), delays in Europe risk leaving patients without timely ac-
cess to new therapies. 
In the light of the above, can the Commission clarify: 
1. What new safety data on lecanemab prompted the re-

quest for a review of the CHMP opinion? 
2. If the CHMP addresses the Standing Committee’s con-

cerns, will the Commission grant marketing authorisation 
without further delay? 

3. What is the Commission doing to ensure that Alzheimer’s 
treatments available in other countries are also accessi-
ble to EU patients in a timely manner?” 

The written question can be viewed at: https://www.euro-
parl.europa.eu/doceo/document/E-10-2025-000880_EN.html  

19 MARCH:  

MEPs Mendia and Van Overtveldt join the 
European Alzheimer’s Alliance  

 
Alzheimer Europe is delighted to announce that Idoia Mendia 
(S&D, Spain) and Johan Van Overtveldt MEP (ECR, Belgium) 
have joined the European Alzheimer’s Alliance (EAA). We 
very much look forward to working with them to help ensure 
dementia is a policy priority at a European level.  
The EAA is a non-exclusive, multinational and cross-party 
group, with two key objectives: 
• Send out the political message that concerted action is 

needed in the field of prevention, diagnosis and treatment 
of Alzheimer’s disease, as well as research and social 
policies. 

• Promote actions to give dementia priority at European 
and national level. 

The EAA currently has 88 members from 22 Member States 
of the European Union. A full list of members of the EAA is 
available at: https://www.alzheimer-europe.org/policy/euro-
pean-alzheimers-alliance/members  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/E-10-2025-000880_EN.html
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/E-10-2025-000880_EN.html
https://www.alzheimer-europe.org/policy/european-alzheimers-alliance/members
https://www.alzheimer-europe.org/policy/european-alzheimers-alliance/members
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EU DEVELOPMENTS

11 MARCH:  

EPF AND EURORDIS issue join statement on 
patient involvement in EMA decision-making 

The European Patients' Forum (EPF) and EURORDIS - Rare 
Diseases Europe (EURORDIS) are urging EU Member States 
to uphold strong and meaningful patient involvement in the Eu-
ropean Medicines Agency’s (EMA) regulatory decision-mak-
ing. This call comes in the wake of ongoing Council negotia-
tions on the revision of EU pharmaceutical legislation, which 
may significantly weaken the role of patient representatives in 
regulatory decisions. 
EPF and EURORDIS express deep concern over proposals 
that would remove or diminish key provisions from the Euro-
pean Commission's proposal, particularly those ensuring four 
patient representatives with voting rights in the Committee for 
Medicinal Products for Human Use (CHMP) and the Pharma-
covigilance and Risk Assessment Committee (PRAC). 
EPF and EURORDIS emphasise that meaningful patient rep-
resentation, including voting rights, must be enshrined in the 
legislation, particularly in Articles 148 and 149 of the Regula-
tion proposal. Removing these rights would reduce patient 
representatives to mere observers, wearing away their ability 
to influence decisions that directly impact public health and 
quality of life. EPF and EURORDIS call on EU Member States 
to safeguard and reinforce patient involvement in EMA deci-
sion-making by: 
• Embedding the EMA definition of “patient organisation” in 

the legislation to formally recognise and strengthen the 
important role of patients in accordance with high govern-
ance standards 

• Consulting patients in drawing up the Union's list of critical 
shortages and critical medicines 

• Enabling patient representatives to contribute to multi-na-
tional assessment teams (MNAT) in the evaluation of 
marketing authorisation applications 

• Including patient representatives in the Coordination 
Group for Mutual Recognition and Decentralised Proce-
dures for human medicines (CMDh) 

• Providing adequate training and remuneration from the 
Agency's budget to enable them to make a meaningful 

contribution, especially when undertaking extensive and 
very time-consuming tasks.  

The revision of EU pharmaceutical legislation presents a 
once-in-a-generation opportunity to strengthen a patient-cen-
tred regulatory framework. Patient engagement must remain 
a pillar of Europe’s public health strategy, ensuring that regu-
latory decisions lead to the development of safe, effective, and 
high-quality medicines that address the true needs of patients. 
The full statement is available at: https://www.eu-pa-
tient.eu/conten-
tassets/968bd0fb880740318b812126360e43d7/the-added-
value-of-a-meaningful-patient-involvement-at-the-ema-
level_.pdf  

13 MARCH:  

Alzheimer Europe supports EU4Health Civil 
Society Alliance statement on programme 
and funding delays  
Alzheimer Europe has joined 
European health civil society 
organisations (CSOs) in the 
EU4Health Civil Society Alli-
ance, expressing concern regarding the lack of information on 
the EU4Health work programme 2025. Nearly three months 
into 2025, no information has been made available on the 
EU4Health work programme and operating grants for 2025, 
nor is there a timeline available regarding their publication and 
retroactivity.  
The statement notes the significant financial difficulties for 
CSOs in planning their activities for 2025, as well as highlight-
ing that operating grants are an essential funding mechanism, 
enabling organisations engage independently and meaning-
fully in EU policy processes. Additionally, it is noted that the 
late publication of the Work Programme means that a signifi-
cant part of the year 2025 may not be covered, and that any 
organisations participating in the various workstreams of the 
Programme will have less time to implement activities that 
would have normally taken place over an entire year.  
The statement asks the European Commission: 
• To publish the EU4Health working programme as soon as 

possible, including a substantial increase in Operating 
grants amounts given more CSOs received Framework 
Partnership Agreements. 

• To implement a simplified and faster application process 
for CSOs that have received a Framework Partnership 
Agreement, given the amount of effort that has already 
gone into the application. CSOs invested significant time 
and resources in applying Framework Partnership Agree-
ments. 

https://www.eu-patient.eu/contentassets/968bd0fb880740318b812126360e43d7/the-added-value-of-a-meaningful-patient-involvement-at-the-ema-level_.pdf
https://www.eu-patient.eu/contentassets/968bd0fb880740318b812126360e43d7/the-added-value-of-a-meaningful-patient-involvement-at-the-ema-level_.pdf
https://www.eu-patient.eu/contentassets/968bd0fb880740318b812126360e43d7/the-added-value-of-a-meaningful-patient-involvement-at-the-ema-level_.pdf
https://www.eu-patient.eu/contentassets/968bd0fb880740318b812126360e43d7/the-added-value-of-a-meaningful-patient-involvement-at-the-ema-level_.pdf
https://www.eu-patient.eu/contentassets/968bd0fb880740318b812126360e43d7/the-added-value-of-a-meaningful-patient-involvement-at-the-ema-level_.pdf
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• To implement operating grants retroactively, on an annual 
basis. The allocated grants for 2025 must cover activities 
implemented by health civil society organisations from 
January 2025, as the Framework Partnership Agree-
ments cover the whole year. 

• To propose additional funding opportunities for CSOs that 
were not eligible for the Framework Partnership Agree-
ments or could not apply. 

• To already prepare for the EU4H 2026 WP so CSOs are 
not placed in a similar situation in 2026.  

The full statement is available at: https://eu4health.eu/con-
cerns-over-the-lack-of-information-on-the-publication-of-the-
2025-calls-for-operating-grants-under-the-eu4health-pro-
gramme 

26 MARCH:  

Long-Term Care Alliance issues joint 
statement 

On 26 March, Alzheimer Europe joined with other civil society 
organisations in the Long-Term Care Alliance to issue a state-
ment expressing concern that the mission letters of the new 
European Commission do not fully reflect the ambition of the 
European Care Strategy.  
The statement notes the importance of increasing the availa-
bility and affordability of rights-based, person-centred, quality 

care, particularly home care and community-based care, es-
pecially in the light of demographic developments and the 
transition away from institutional care. It further notes the need 
for care and support should be resolutely acknowledged as a 
social responsibility, rather than a private one, as it impacts 
society as whole, and both influences and is influenced by fac-
tors such as gender, employment, exposure to physical and 
mental health risks, poverty and social exclusion and the en-
vironment. 
The statement makes a number of demands, including, inter 
alia, the need to:  

• Strengthen and support health promotion and prevention 
to reduce the increase of care needs 

• Assist Member States in developing rights-based, per-
son-centred long-term care services across all territories 
through the European Semester, European funding and 
increased flexibility in public spending rules 

• Support the development of high-quality support services 
and measures for informal carers, tailored to their needs  

• Investigate and prevent the causes of abuse and neglect 
in long-term care settings 

• Up-skilling and re-skilling of the long-term care workforce 
for the provision of person-centred care services  

• Encourage Member States to support high quality care by 
recognising the importance of different care and support 
services, valuing the interest of viable not-for-profit along-
side for-profit providers. 

As part of the statement, the Alliance reiterated its proposal 
for a European Long-Term Care Platform as part of the revised 
Action Plan on the European Pillar of Social Rights to give this 
policy a tangible framework of monitoring and transparency, 
with the involvement of all relevant stakeholders, including civil 
society organisations. The full statement is available at: 
https://coface-eu.org/joint-call-on-long-term-care/  

POLICY WATCH

13 MARCH:  

Welsh Government publishes review of 
dementia action plan 

The Welsh Government has 
published a review of its De-
mentia Action Plan for Wales, 
which ran between 2018 and 
2022. The objectives of the 
plan were to:  

• Increase public knowledge of how people can reduce 
their risk or delay the onset of dementia  

• Increase public awareness of how to identify the signs of 
dementia and seek early diagnosis  

• Improve rates of timely diagnosis  

• Help people living with dementia to live as well as possi-
ble, as independently as possible, for as long as possible.  

The evaluation highlights that significant progress has been 
made in several important areas, whilst also identifying ongo-
ing challenges that must be addressed to fully meet the needs 
of people living with dementia, their families and carers. It 
notes that: 

• The plan provided a strong impetus for developing ser-
vices and support, with improvements in multi-disciplinary 
working, person-centred care and community-level pre-
vention, as well as awareness-raising activities 

• Challenges remain in implementation and monitoring, 
with issues relating to data collection, diagnosis delays 
and inconsistent access to support 

https://eur06.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Feu4health.eu%2Fconcerns-over-the-lack-of-information-on-the-publication-of-the-2025-calls-for-operating-grants-under-the-eu4health-programme&data=05%7C02%7Cowen.miller%40alzheimer-europe.org%7Cc3f2b58a3a7c4fa90af408dd61fff79c%7Cc3d8e25472e240748eb257cbf2e0b45c%7C1%7C0%7C638774474930735802%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=288sq5EwdXAyOSptZUjNhmCJoCDZxEvm%2F2Ms7rGbhYE%3D&reserved=0
https://eur06.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Feu4health.eu%2Fconcerns-over-the-lack-of-information-on-the-publication-of-the-2025-calls-for-operating-grants-under-the-eu4health-programme&data=05%7C02%7Cowen.miller%40alzheimer-europe.org%7Cc3f2b58a3a7c4fa90af408dd61fff79c%7Cc3d8e25472e240748eb257cbf2e0b45c%7C1%7C0%7C638774474930735802%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=288sq5EwdXAyOSptZUjNhmCJoCDZxEvm%2F2Ms7rGbhYE%3D&reserved=0
https://eur06.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Feu4health.eu%2Fconcerns-over-the-lack-of-information-on-the-publication-of-the-2025-calls-for-operating-grants-under-the-eu4health-programme&data=05%7C02%7Cowen.miller%40alzheimer-europe.org%7Cc3f2b58a3a7c4fa90af408dd61fff79c%7Cc3d8e25472e240748eb257cbf2e0b45c%7C1%7C0%7C638774474930735802%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=288sq5EwdXAyOSptZUjNhmCJoCDZxEvm%2F2Ms7rGbhYE%3D&reserved=0
https://eur06.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Feu4health.eu%2Fconcerns-over-the-lack-of-information-on-the-publication-of-the-2025-calls-for-operating-grants-under-the-eu4health-programme&data=05%7C02%7Cowen.miller%40alzheimer-europe.org%7Cc3f2b58a3a7c4fa90af408dd61fff79c%7Cc3d8e25472e240748eb257cbf2e0b45c%7C1%7C0%7C638774474930735802%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=288sq5EwdXAyOSptZUjNhmCJoCDZxEvm%2F2Ms7rGbhYE%3D&reserved=0
https://coface-eu.org/joint-statement-long-term-care-platform-2024/
https://coface-eu.org/joint-statement-long-term-care-platform-2024/
https://coface-eu.org/joint-call-on-long-term-care/
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• Enhancing assessment and diagnosis pathways, ensur-
ing consistent and equitable access to needs assess-
ments, and providing a single point of contact post-diag-
nosis, are crucial steps to improving support for people 
living with dementia, their families and carers 

• Funding remains a critical concern, with a need for ongo-
ing and long-term funding to ensure service sustainability.  

It concludes by noting that the plan has positively transformed 
dementia policy in Wales but that to maintain and enhance 
these improvements, it is essential to develop a successor 
strategy, whilst continuing to supporting regional dementia 
strategies and action plans. The full evaluation is available at: 
https://www.gov.wales/final-findings-dementia-action-plan-
2018-2022-evaluation 
 

SCIENCE WATCH 

28 FEBRUARY:  

New study identifies genetic links between 
cerebrospinal fluid metabolites and brain-
related traits 
On 28 February, researchers from the Netherlands published 
a new study in Molecular Psychiatry, identifying genetic mark-
ers linked to metabolites found in cerebrospinal fluid (CSF), 
which could help clarify biological processes involved in brain-
related conditions. 
The team measured 5,543 metabolites in the CSF of 977 indi-
viduals, the largest CSF panel studied to date. Participants 
were drawn from two cohorts: 490 cognitively healthy individ-
uals and 487 participants from the Amsterdam Dementia Co-
hort. 
They identified 126 significant metabolite quantitative trait loci 
(mQTLs), corresponding to 65 unique metabolites across 51 
genetic locations. By integrating these findings with existing 
genetic data, researchers discovered 34 associations be-
tween these CSF metabolites and brain traits. More than 90% 
of these associations overlapped with genes expressed spe-
cifically in the brain, highlighting potential new pathways for 
understanding brain disorders. Access the study here: 
https://www.nature.com/articles/s41380-025-02934-0 

1 MARCH: 

Co-authored Position Paper published by 
EUPHA: “A joint reaction to the Council 
conclusions on Cardiovascular Health” 
Last month, together with other European public health organ-
isations, we co-authored a position paper entitled "A Joint Re-
action to the Council Conclusions on Cardiovascular Health," 
addressing the European Union's leading cause of mortality: 
cardiovascular diseases (CVD). The initiative was led by our 
colleagues at the European Public Health Association.  
CVD accounts for approximately 42.5% of all annual deaths in 
the EU, equating to around 10,000 lives lost daily. Beyond the 
immediate health implications, CVD imposes substantial eco-
nomic burdens, with annual healthcare costs exceeding EUR 
282 billion, including EUR 48 billion attributed to productivity 

losses. The posi-
tion paper under-
scores the critical 
need for coordi-
nated action to ad-
dress these chal-
lenges, emphasis-
ing objectives such 
as reducing prema-
ture mortality 
through early inter-
vention and pre-
vention, improving 
the quality of life for individuals affected by CVD, and address-
ing disparities in healthcare access and outcomes across 
Member States.  
A notable aspect of the paper is its focus on shared risk factors 
between CVD and other conditions, including dementia. Both 
diseases share modifiable risk factors such as hypertension, 
obesity, smoking, and high LDL cholesterol. Addressing these 
commonalities presents an opportunity to amplify health im-
provements across multiple conditions. The position paper 
highlights the findings of the 2024 Lancet Commission on De-
mentia Prevention, which identified 14 modifiable risk factors 
for dementia, many overlapping with those for CVD. By imple-
menting comprehensive strategies targeting these shared risk 
factors, there is potential to significantly reduce the incidence 
of both CVD and dementia.  
The position paper calls for bold, measurable actions akin to 
the EU Cancer Mission, advocating for the development of a 
comprehensive EU cardiovascular health strategy to address 
disparities in healthcare access and outcomes. This includes 
regular reporting on cardiovascular health metrics, implement-
ing robust policies targeting tobacco, alcohol, unhealthy food 
consumption, and sedentary behaviour.  
Alzheimer Europe remains committed to collaborating with 
partners to advance public health policies that address shared 
risk factors, ultimately aiming to reduce the burden of both car-
diovascular diseases and dementia across Europe. 
Read the position paper: 
https://eupha.org/repository/advocacy/2025/Joint%20Reac-
tion%20Cardiovascular%20Health.pdf 

https://www.gov.wales/final-findings-dementia-action-plan-2018-2022-evaluation
https://www.gov.wales/final-findings-dementia-action-plan-2018-2022-evaluation
https://www.nature.com/articles/s41380-025-02934-0
https://eupha.org/repository/advocacy/2025/Joint%20Reaction%20Cardiovascular%20Health.pdf
https://eupha.org/repository/advocacy/2025/Joint%20Reaction%20Cardiovascular%20Health.pdf
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5 MARCH:  

New study shows that phosphorylated tau is 
elevated in blood of people with AD and ALS 

For years, researchers have 
been striving to develop relia-
ble and simple methods to de-
tect Alzheimer’s disease (AD) 
in its early stages. To date, 
several phosphorylated (p)-tau 
species, of which p-tau 181 
and p-tau 217 are the most 
studied, have been shown to 
be elevated in cerebrospinal 

fluid (CSF) of people with AD compared to those without AD. 
More recently, blood p-tau 181 and p-tau 217 have been pro-
posed as accurate biomarkers of AD pathology. However, a 
new study showed that blood p-tau tests for the early detection 
of AD are not as disease-specific as previously thought.  
Published in the journal Nature Communications, the study 
showed that the levels of p-tau were elevated in blood of peo-
ple with AD but also in blood of people with Amyotrophic Lat-
eral Sclerosis (ALS), a degenerative disease of the motor 
nervous system. Researchers examined a multicentre cohort 
of ALS, AD cases and disease controls (with no signs of AD 
or ALS) recruited from four different centres. By measuring se-
rum levels of p-tau 181 and p-tau 217, they discovered that 
both people with AD and ALS exhibited higher levels of these 
biomarkers compared to the control group. Using mass spec-
trometry and immunohistochemistry, scientists also docu-
mented the presence of p-tau 181 and 217 in muscle biopsies 
from both ALS cases and disease controls, with ALS samples 
showing increased p-tau reactivity in atrophic muscle fibres. 
Scientists suggested that p-tau species could potentially be 
used to diagnose both ALS and AD, thus calling into question 
the recently proposed inclusion of blood p-tau 181 and p-tau 
217 as accurate screening tests for AD pathology. 
https://doi.org/10.1038/s41467-025-57144-7 

7 MARCH:  

EMA hosts live demonstration of new clinical 
trial EU map 
On 7 March, the European Medicines Agency (EMA) hosted a 
public webinar showcasing a live demonstration of the new 
clinical trial map, an innovative tool available through the Clin-
ical Trials Information System (CTIS) website. The webinar at-
tracted around 800 participants and offered a demonstration 
of the map’s features. Participants were encouraged to en-
gage with the demonstration through a live Q&A session. For 
those unable to attend, a video recording of the session will be 
made available soon. 

The map is designed to provide patients and healthcare pro-
fessionals with easy access to comprehensive, real-time infor-
mation about clinical trials being conducted in their geographic 
area, increasing potential access to clinical research in the Eu-
ropean Union. Users can look for ongoing trials by geographic 
area and medical condition. Search results offer investigator’s 
contact details, enabling members of the public to directly en-
quire about potential enrolment into a given trial. The first ver-
sion of the map is provided in English. Additional EU lan-
guages will be added in future releases. 
The creation of this map is an action of the Accelerating Clini-
cal Trials in the European Union (ACT EU) initiative workplan 
for 2025-2026. It responds to requests from stakeholders who 
emphasised the need for a simple, patient-friendly dashboard 
to help patients and healthcare professionals easily locate 
clinical trials of interest running in the EU. AE Project Officer 
Cindy Birck attended the webinar. To explore the clinical trial 
map, visit: https://euclinicaltrials.eu/search-for-clinical-tri-
als/trial-map/ 

10 MARCH:  

CervoMed announces results from extension 
phase of Phase IIb study for DLB 
On 10 March, Cervo-
Med, a clinical-stage 
company focused on 
developing treatments 
for age-related neuro-
logic disorders, an-
nounced results from 
the extension phase of 
its Phase IIb RewinD-
LB study of neflamapimod for the treatment of dementia with 
Lewy bodies (DLB). 

https://doi.org/10.1038/s41467-025-57144-7
https://accelerating-clinical-trials.europa.eu/index_en
https://accelerating-clinical-trials.europa.eu/index_en
https://accelerating-clinical-trials.europa.eu/document/download/0f53c5bd-292f-4407-b891-6259f2d187aa_en?filename=ACT%20EU_workplan%202025-2026.pdf
https://euclinicaltrials.eu/search-for-clinical-trials/trial-map/
https://euclinicaltrials.eu/search-for-clinical-trials/trial-map/
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The RewinD-LB is a randomised, 16-week, double-blind and 
placebo-controlled clinical study evaluating oral neflamapimod 
in 159 participants with DLB. The study included 43 sites 
across the United States, the United Kingdom and the Neth-
erlands. Topline results, released in December 2024, showed 
that the study did not meet statistical significance for its pri-
mary endpoint (change in the Clinical Dementia Rating Sum 
of Boxes, or CDR-SB) or any of its key secondary endpoints. 
The extension phase of the study offered participants the op-
portunity to continue receiving neflamapimod treatment for an 
additional 32 weeks after completing the 16-week initial 
phase. Of the 159 participants randomised in the initial 16-
week phase study, 152 completed it and 149 entered the ex-
tension phase, during which all participants received neflama-
pimod. Of the 149 participants who entered the extension 
phase, 55 continued on the same batch of capsules (“old cap-
sules”) and 94 participants transitioning to a new batch (“new 
capsules”). 
The results from the first 16 weeks of the extension phase 
showed that participants who received the new batch of ne-
flamapimod capsules exhibited increased plasma drug con-
centrations and demonstrated improvements on the primary 
endpoint of CDR-SB. Additionally, improvement was also ob-
served on one of the key secondary endpoints, the Alzhei-
mer's Disease Cooperative Study - Clinical Global Impression 
of Change (CGIC). Administration of the new capsules led to 
an improved CGIC score, indicating less worsening with new 
capsule administration. Safety profiles for both capsule types 
were comparable, with no new safety concerns identified dur-
ing the extension phase. However, a lower incidence of falls 
was seen in participants receiving study drug from the new 
batch of capsules during the extension phase. 
“Our working hypothesis for the failure of neflamapimod during 
the initial 16 weeks of the study is that the investigational drug 
capsules utilized in that phase of the trial delivered lower than 
expected plasma drug concentrations and effectively under-
dosed participants. Consistent with this hypothesis, the results 
announced today demonstrate the new batch of capsules led 
to both higher plasma drug concentration levels and improve-
ments on the metrics used as the primary endpoint and a key 
secondary endpoint in the initial phase of the study. We are 
excited to complete the full 32-weeks of the extension phase 
of the study and look forward to engaging with regulatory au-
thorities to discuss finalizing our Phase 3 plans after these ad-
ditional data are available later this year”, said John Alam, MD, 
Co-Principal Investigator of the RewinD-LB study and CEO of 
CervoMed.  
https://ir.cervomed.com/news-releases/news-release-de-
tails/cervomed-announces-positive-results-extension-phase-
its-phase-2b 

17 MARCH:  

Alzheimer Europe co-authors paper on Brain 
Health Services for secondary prevention of 
cognitive impairment and dementia 
A European Task Force recently 
developed and published the 
concept and protocols for the 
setup of the innovative health of-
fer of Brain Health Services for 
the secondary prevention of de-
mentia and cognitive impairment 
(dBHS). dBHS are outpatient 
health care facilities where adult 
persons can find an assessment 
of their risk of developing cogni-
tive impairment and dementia, 
have their risk level and contributing factors communicated us-
ing appropriate language supported by adequate communica-
tion tools, can decide to participate in programmes for person-
alised risk reduction if at higher risk, and benefit from cognitive 
enhancement interventions. This health offer is distinct from 
that of currently active memory clinics. The ultimate aim of 
dBHS is to extend healthy life, free from cognitive impairment. 
A new paper by members of this Task Force discusses the 
pertinent opportunities and challenges for those persons who 
want to benefit from dBHS, professionals, and wider society, 
describes the concepts, protocols, organisational features, 
and patient journeys of some currently active dBHS in Europe, 
and argues in favour of the business case for dBHS in Europe. 
On 17 March 2025, this new paper, titled "Brain Health Ser-
vices for the secondary prevention of cognitive impairment 
and dementia: opportunities, challenges, and the business 
case for existing and future facilities", was published online in 
the Journal of Prevention of Alzheimer's Disease (JPAD). 
Jean Georges, Executive Director, Alzheimer Europe is one of 
the members of the European Task Force and is a co- author 
of this paper.  
The article is available (in open access), here: https://www.sci-
encedirect.com/science/article/pii/S2274580725000421  

19 MARCH: 

DIAN-TU publication in Lancet Neurology 
shows that amyloid plaque removal could 
help delay dementia onset in people with 
dominantly inherited AD 
A recent study led by the Knight Family Dominantly Inherited 
Alzheimer Network-Trials Unit (DIAN-TU) at Washington Uni-
versity School of Medicine in St. Louis offers evidence that 
early intervention with anti-amyloid drugs may delay the onset 
of Alzheimer's dementia in individuals genetically predisposed 
to develop the disease at a young age.   

https://ir.cervomed.com/news-releases/news-release-details/cervomed-announces-positive-results-extension-phase-its-phase-2b
https://ir.cervomed.com/news-releases/news-release-details/cervomed-announces-positive-results-extension-phase-its-phase-2b
https://ir.cervomed.com/news-releases/news-release-details/cervomed-announces-positive-results-extension-phase-its-phase-2b
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S2274580725000421
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S2274580725000421
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The DIAN-TU-001 trial was a randomised, placebo-controlled, 
double-blind, phase 2/3 study evaluating the anti-amyloid 
drugs solanezumab and gantenerumab in individuals with au-
tosomal dominant Alzheimer’s disease, followed by an open-
label extension (OLE) of gantenerumab. Conducted across 
multiple international sites, the study included participants 
ranging from 15 years before, to 10 years after their estimated 
symptom onset. The Lancet Neurology publication focused on 
73 participants carrying rare genetic mutations that lead to the 
overproduction of amyloid in the brain, virtually ensuring the 
development of Alzheimer's dementia in their 30s to 50s.  
Among a subgroup of 22 participants who were cognitively 
normal at the study's onset and received the experimental 
drug gantenerumab for an average of eight years, the risk of 
developing symptoms was reduced from nearly 100% to ap-
proximately 50%. Partial or short-term administration of anti-
amyloid treatments did not show significant clinical effects. Ac-
cording to the scientists, further studies are needed, however 
these initial findings suggest that removing amyloid plaques 
from the brain years before symptoms appear could delay the 
onset of Alzheimer's dementia, in people with a strong genetic 
predisposition to develop dementia.  
Read the news release from Washington University: 
https://medicine.washu.edu/news/anti-amyloid-drug-shows-
signs-of-preventing-alzheimers-dementia/   

19 MARCH: 

 Acumen Pharmaceuticals announces topline 
results from Phase 1 study of subcutaneous 
sabirnetug  
On 19 March, Acumen Pharmaceuticals, a clinical-stage bio-
pharmaceutical company developing therapeutics for the 
treatment of Alzheimer’s disease (AD), announced topline re-
sults from its Phase 1 study of sabirnetug. 
This study, which was conducted in healthy volunteers, en-
rolled 12 participants who received single intravenous doses 
of sabirnetug (2.800mg) and 16 participants who received four 
weekly subcutaneous doses of sabirnetug (1.200mg).  
Findings showed that weekly subcutaneous administration of 
sabirnetug was well-tolerated with sufficient systemic expo-
sure supporting further clinical development. The most fre-
quently reported adverse events included injection site reac-
tions, all of which were mild in severity and resolved. No other 
safety signals were identified.  
Sabirnetug is currently being evaluated in a Phase 2 study in 
people with early AD. The ALTITUDE-AD study is a multi-cen-
tre, randomised, double-blind and placebo-controlled clinical 
trial designed to evaluate the efficacy and safety of sabirnetug, 
when administered intravenously once every four weeks in 
slowing cognitive and functional decline as compared to pla-
cebo in participants with early AD. The study will enrol approx-
imately 540 participants with early AD in the United States, 
Canada, UK and the European Union.  

https://investors.acumenpharm.com/news-releases/news-re-
lease-details/acumen-pharmaceuticals-announces-topline-re-
sults-phase-1-study 

28 MARCH: 

Alzheimer Europe regrets that negative 
European Medicines Agency opinion on 
donanemab reduces choice for Europeans 
with Alzheimer’s disease 
On 28 March 2025, the Com-
mittee for Medicinal Products 
for Human use (CHMP) of the 
European Medicines Agency 
(EMA) issued a negative opin-
ion on the marketing authori-
sation application of Eli Lilly for 
donanemab for slowing dis-
ease progression in people 
with Alzheimer’s disease. In its 
opinion, the CHMP found that the benefits of treatment were 
not large enough to outweigh the risks associated with 
donanemab. 
Alzheimer Europe regrets this negative opinion by the CHMP. 
People living with Alzheimer’s disease and their families had 
welcomed the positive opinion on lecanemab in November 
2024, and had similar hopes about the introduction of an ad-
ditional treatment for patients in Europe.  
The US Food and Drug Administration (FDA) granted tradi-
tional approval to donanemab in July 2024, with endorsement 
of its clinical efficacy by an advisory committee. In 2024, 
Donanemab was also approved for treatment of early Alz-
heimer’s disease by regulatory authorities in the United King-
dom (23 October), Japan (24 September) and China (17 De-
cember). The CHMP opinion is at odds with the decisions by 
regulatory authorities in these countries. 
Alzheimer Europe supports the independent assessment of 
medicines across regions and highly values the EMA's scien-
tific rigour. However, it is difficult to understand the CHMP’s 
negative opinion on a drug which has been approved by other 
regulators based on the same scientific evidence. Clinical ex-
perience in Japan and the US also shows that it is possible to 
safely administer anti-amyloid drugs in the real-world setting. 
The CHMP recommendation means that Europeans with early 
Alzheimer’s disease may not have access to an additional 
anti-amyloid treatment, which is available to patients in a num-
ber of other countries.  
In its opinion, the CHMP highlighted the rates of ARIA (Amy-
loid-related Imaging Abnormalities), a side effect linked to 
small bleeds and areas of swelling in the brain. 1.6% of partic-
ipants receiving donanemab experienced serious ARIA 

https://medicine.washu.edu/news/anti-amyloid-drug-shows-signs-of-preventing-alzheimers-dementia/
https://medicine.washu.edu/news/anti-amyloid-drug-shows-signs-of-preventing-alzheimers-dementia/
https://investors.acumenpharm.com/news-releases/news-release-details/acumen-pharmaceuticals-announces-topline-results-phase-1-study
https://investors.acumenpharm.com/news-releases/news-release-details/acumen-pharmaceuticals-announces-topline-results-phase-1-study
https://investors.acumenpharm.com/news-releases/news-release-details/acumen-pharmaceuticals-announces-topline-results-phase-1-study
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events, with three fatalities. People who carry no copies of Ap-
oEε4, a genetic risk factor for ARIA, were at reduced risk of 
serious side effects (0.8%), with one fatality occurring.  
Alzheimer Europe welcomes the attention the CHMP pays to 
patient safety when evaluating new medicines. The organisa-
tion was encouraged by the considered approach that the 
EMA took for its evaluation of lecanemab, which aimed to 
identify patients likely to benefit from treatment whilst exclud-
ing those at greatest risk of harmful side-effects. Alzheimer 
Europe had hoped that a similar approach would be used for 
the evaluation of donanemab with a controlled access pro-
gramme, rigorous safety monitoring requirements and the ob-
ligation for the company to conduct a post-authorisation safety 
study. 
This was the route chosen by other regulators which approved 
donanemab. The FDA included a black box warning of ARIA 
in the prescribing information for the drug, stating that genetic 
testing for ApoEε4 should be performed prior to initiating treat-
ment. The UK Medicines and Healthcare products Regulatory 

Agency (MHRA) similarly adopted measures to ensure patient 
safety, excluding individuals with two ApoEε4 copies, and 
mandating education and awareness programmes to minimise 
risk. Alzheimer Europe hopes that findings from real-world 
studies and ongoing trials of donanemab will provide the nec-
essary scientific evidence for the EMA to reconsider its posi-
tion.  
Jean Georges, the Executive Director of Alzheimer Europe 
stated: “It is unfortunate that people with Alzheimer’s disease 
in Europe will now be excluded from access to donanemab, 
without the possibility to make individual choices with their 
treating physicians, based on an analysis of the risks and ben-
efits for different anti-amyloid treatments. As with medicines 
for other conditions, we should aim to have controlled access 
programmes for new treatments allowing patient choice whilst 
safeguarding against risks.” 
You can find details of the CHMP recommendation here and 
the Eli Lilly statement here. 

MEMBERS’ NEWS

17 MARCH:  

Panhellenic Federation of Alzheimer’s 
Disease and Related Disorders is organising 
the 1st International Alzheimer's Disease 
prevention race to raise awareness on 
dementia 

The Panhellenic Federation of 
Alzheimer’s Disease and Re-
lated Disorders has decided to 
shed more light on dementia 
prevention by organising the 
“1st International Alzheimer's 
Disease Prevention Race” in 
partnership with the Municipal-
ity of Thessaloniki. 
The race will take place in the 

city of Thessaloniki (Greece) in September, during World Alz-
heimer’s Month, and the forerunner and its official first and 
worldwide announcement will take place on Sunday, 6 April at 
12.30 p.m., in the context of the 19th Alexander the Great In-
ternational 5 km Marathon in Thessaloniki. The aim is to host 
an event with people racing to spread the idea that we have 
the power to prevent dementia.  
You can find information about the race, here:  

https://www.run2stopalzheimer.gr/index.php/en 

Registrations are available here:  

https://run2stopalzheimer.gr/index.php/en?op-
tion=com_rsform&view=rsform&formId=3 

Please support this great mission by spreading the news 
around Europe! It would be delightful to have participants all 
over Europe! A TV spot and social media video on the 14 risk 
factors was made by the Greek Federation with the help of 
famous Greek actors. You can find it here (with English subti-
tles). All proceeds of this event will be allocated exclusively to 
dementia research scholarships. 

20 MARCH:  

Turkish Alzheimer Association launches a 
new comprehensive training initiative for 
healthcare professionals named “Alz-PRO” 
With the support of a 
grant from the Vehbi 
Koç Foundation, the 
Turkish Alzheimer As-
sociation has launched 
“Alz-PRO”, a profes-
sional training pro-
gramme, aimed at im-
proving the quality of 
care for individuals with 
Alzheimer’s disease. 
The programme’s goal 
is to equip healthcare professionals with specialised 
knowledge and skills, ensuring they are well-prepared to pro-
vide effective and informed support to patients and their care-
givers. 
The Alz-PRO programme is being conducted in five cities 
across Turkey, with the inaugural session successfully held in 

https://www.ema.europa.eu/en/medicines/human/EPAR/kisunla
https://investor.lilly.com/news-releases/news-release-details/lillys-statement-about-chmp-opinion-issued-donanemab
https://www.run2stopalzheimer.gr/index.php/en
https://eur06.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fyoutu.be%2FXLPLgm5-RNw&data=05%7C02%7Ckatherine.ellis%40alzheimer-europe.org%7C6804d084bf314f071e6508dd57fb032a%7Cc3d8e25472e240748eb257cbf2e0b45c%7C1%7C0%7C638763457855705336%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=h9Dv%2F0ReR0ZjZN0jYz2Crhykqru8gih4GOOf%2BlW6IlY%3D&reserved=0
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Istanbul from 28 February to 1 March. Subsequent sessions 
are scheduled for İzmir (4-5 April), Ankara (2-3 May), Konya 
(13-14 June) and Van (27-28 June). 
The training is structured as a two-day programme consisting 
of four dedicated sessions, each tailored to a specific target 
audience within the healthcare sector: 
• The first session is designed for nurses, focusing on 

medical and daily care management for Alzheimer’s pa-
tients. 

• The second session targets nursing home staff, aiming 
to enhance their knowledge and competency in dementia 
care. 

• The third session is aimed at senior-level healthcare ad-
ministrators, addressing strategic approaches to institu-
tional Alzheimer’s care. 

• The fourth and final session is for regional training coor-
dinators, ensuring the long-term sustainability of these 
educational efforts. 

The curriculum covers a broad range of critical topics, includ-
ing the pathology and diagnosis of Alzheimer’s disease, con-
temporary treatment methods, psychosocial support for pa-
tients and caregivers, the rights of patients and healthcare 
workers, and evidence-based caregiving practices. Each train-
ing session is designed to accommodate 150 healthcare pro-
fessionals over two days. However, the inaugural event in Is-
tanbul exceeded expectations, with 172 participants in attend-
ance. 
By strengthening the knowledge and skills of healthcare pro-
fessionals, the Alz-PRO project aims to enhance the overall 
quality of dementia care while raising awareness of Alz-
heimer’s disease within the healthcare community. The Turk-
ish Alzheimer Association is confident that this initiative will 
contribute to long-term, sustainable improvements in the care 
and support available to people living with Alzheimer’s dis-
ease. 

21 MARCH:  

The Alzheimer Society of Ireland launches 
Tea Day 2025 

On 21 March, 
The Alzheimer 
Society of Ire-
land (The ASI) 

officially 
launched this 
year’s Alz-
heimer’s Tea 
Day campaign 
with a memora-

ble event at The Mansion House, hosted by The Lord Mayor 
of Dublin, Emma Blain. The launch brought together ambas-
sadors and couple Bryan Murray (actor, Irish Dementia Work-
ing Group member) and Una Crawford-O’Brien (actress), re-
nowned singer Daniel O'Donnell, alongside ASI staff, board 
members, and service users. 

The launch received national media coverage, including a fea-
ture on ‘Virgin Media News’, drawing attention to the ongoing 
need for increased awareness and funding for dementia care 
in Ireland. Tea Day 2025 will take place on 1 May, when com-
munities across Ireland will come together to raise a “cuppa” 
(cup of tea) and vital funds for the 64,000 people living with 
dementia and their family carers. These funds are crucial in 
sustaining The ASI’s essential services for individuals and 
families navigating life with dementia. 
The campaign encourages people from all walks of life to host 
their own tea parties, providing an opportunity for local com-
munities to show solidarity and raise awareness. For more in-
formation on how to get involved and to receive your free Tea 
Day pack, visit teaday.ie  

24 MARCH:  

The Alzheimer Society of Ireland's Dementia 
Carers Campaign Network collaborates on 
groundbreaking play ‘Lost Lear’ to raise 
awareness of dementia 
The ground-
breaking play 
’Lost Lear’ writ-
ten and directed 
by Dan Colley, 
and produced 
by Matt Smyth, 
offers a unique 
portrayal of de-
mentia through 
the eyes of Joy, 
a woman living with the condition. In collaboration with the De-
mentia Carers Campaign Network (DCCN), an advocacy 
group supported by The Alzheimer Society of Ireland, the play 
explores memory, identity, and care. 
The story takes place in Joy's mind, where she relives her past 
as a young actor rehearsing for Shakespeare’s ‘King Lear’. 
Her carers, trying to maintain her reality, cast her estranged 
son in the play. His resistance disrupts her fragile world, caus-
ing a clash of realities. Using projections, green screens, live 
video, and puppetry, the production powerfully represents 
Joy’s confusion as past and present collide, reflecting the dis-
orienting effects of dementia. 
‘Lost Lear’ raises key questions about caring, the ethics of 
white lies, and how we understand and communicate with 
those living with dementia. Dan Colley, known for his ac-
claimed theatre work, ensured authenticity in the play by col-
laborating closely with DCCN members. Through focus 
groups, carers shared their experiences, shaping Mr Colley’s 
approach to the play: “It was about building relationships and 
ensuring the portrayal resonated with those who have lived 
this reality” he said. 

http://teaday.ie/
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Premiering at the Dublin Theatre Festival in 2022, ‘Lost Lear’ 
has toured Ireland, was presented at the Aotearoa Festival of 
the Arts in New Zealand in 2024 and will tour in the US in 2025. 
Audience members have praised its emotional depth, with 
post-show discussions cultivating dialogue on dementia and 
caring. 
For the DCCN, the project has proven to be a compelling ex-
perience: “It was such an inventive way of exploring the de-
mentia journey. It came at a time in my life when my grief for 
my late husband, Derek, was extremely raw, and yet experi-
encing and watching the play gave me some solace” said 
Paddy Crosbie, a member of the DCCN (and a member of the 
European Dementia Carers Working Group). The play has 
also provided new opportunities for carers to share their sto-
ries, while raising awareness about the challenges they face.  

25 MARCH:  

Finnish Memory Barometer survey highlights 
caregiver exhaustion and service gaps 

The Memory Barometer sur-
vey, conducted by the Alz-
heimer Society of Finland 

(Muistiliitto), gathered responses from nearly 2,400 people 
with dementia and their caregivers across Finland. The find-
ings reveal significant caregiver exhaustion, regional dispari-
ties in dementia services, and the importance of non-profit 
support. 
The majority (84%) of caregivers reported feeling down and 
depressed in the past months. Open-ended responses high-
lighted fatigue, anxiety, stress, and constant worry about their 
loved ones. Caregivers struggle with the demands of care, 
which are exacerbated by budget cuts in social and healthcare 
services. Since current policies encourage people with de-
mentia to remain at home as long as possible, more support 
for caregivers is urgently needed. 
The survey found significant disparities in access to dementia-
related information, diagnostic evaluations, and care services 
across different regions of Finland. More than 40% of respond-
ents felt that these services were only moderately, poorly, or 
very poorly available. As 23,000 people are diagnosed with 
dementia annually, demand for services is increasing. Early 
diagnosis and timely services help maintain functional ability 
and extend the time people can live at home, making invest-
ment in dementia care a financially responsible choice for re-
gional healthcare providers. 
The Memory Pilot (Muistiluotsi) programme, run by the Alz-
heimer Society of Finland, plays a crucial role in supporting 
people with dementia and their caregivers. Survey participants 
reported that the programme improved their well-being, lifted 
their spirits, and helped them cope with daily life. 90% of re-
spondents found peer support meaningful, and those involved 
in Memory Pilot activities reported less loneliness and depres-
sion than other respondents. 

Despite the increasing reliance on non-profit organisations for 
support, government funding for social and healthcare organ-
isations is set to be cut by one-third between 2025 and 2027. 
These cuts contradict the growing need for affordable, com-
munity-based dementia care solutions. 
The Memory Barometer survey highlights the urgent need for 
better caregiver support, equal access to dementia services, 
and sustained funding for non-profit programmes to ensure 
the well-being of both people with dementia and their loved 
ones. 

26 MARCH: 

"Nezabutni" conducted a national study 
identifying the urgent challenges and unmet 
needs of people with dementia and their 
carers during the war 
After three years of the 
Russian war in Ukraine, 
families face chronic 
stress, declining health, 
disrupted care, financial 
strain, and social isola-
tion. The findings in-
formed practical recom-
mendations for authori-
ties, professionals, and 
communities to better 
support affected fami-
lies. 
Nezabutni continues to 
provide medical, psycho-social, legal, and informational sup-
port — but they need support to keep going. 
Read more: https://nezabutni.org/about-us/programs/re-
search/life-challenges-and-needs-of-families-of-people-with-
dementia-during-the-war-in-ukraine-2024 

27 MARCH: 

Last month, the Panhellenic Federation of 
Alzheimer's Disease and Related Disorders 
organised the 14th Panhellenic Conference of 
Alzheimer's Disease and the 6th 
Mediterranean Conference of 
Neurodegenerative Diseases  
From 13 to 16 February, the Panhellenic Federation of Alzhei-
mer's Disease and Related Disorders, in collaboration with the 
Panhellenic Institute of Neurodegenerative Diseases and Alz-
heimer Hellas, organised with success the 14th Panhellenic 
Conference of Alzheimer's Disease and the 6th Mediterranean 
Conference of Neurodegenerative Diseases in Thessaloniki. 

https://eur06.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fnezabutni.org%2Fabout-us%2Fprograms%2Fresearch%2Flife-challenges-and-needs-of-families-of-people-with-dementia-during-the-war-in-ukraine-2024&data=05%7C02%7CKatherine.Ellis%40alzheimer-europe.org%7C3eb3172737524356397908dd6c5d42ed%7Cc3d8e25472e240748eb257cbf2e0b45c%7C1%7C0%7C638785869991288245%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=mxaDOaKvI8P1%2FBEiq1th0ghfMX%2Ft5HFKX%2BtkobkRQvc%3D&reserved=0
https://eur06.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fnezabutni.org%2Fabout-us%2Fprograms%2Fresearch%2Flife-challenges-and-needs-of-families-of-people-with-dementia-during-the-war-in-ukraine-2024&data=05%7C02%7CKatherine.Ellis%40alzheimer-europe.org%7C3eb3172737524356397908dd6c5d42ed%7Cc3d8e25472e240748eb257cbf2e0b45c%7C1%7C0%7C638785869991288245%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=mxaDOaKvI8P1%2FBEiq1th0ghfMX%2Ft5HFKX%2BtkobkRQvc%3D&reserved=0
https://eur06.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fnezabutni.org%2Fabout-us%2Fprograms%2Fresearch%2Flife-challenges-and-needs-of-families-of-people-with-dementia-during-the-war-in-ukraine-2024&data=05%7C02%7CKatherine.Ellis%40alzheimer-europe.org%7C3eb3172737524356397908dd6c5d42ed%7Cc3d8e25472e240748eb257cbf2e0b45c%7C1%7C0%7C638785869991288245%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=mxaDOaKvI8P1%2FBEiq1th0ghfMX%2Ft5HFKX%2BtkobkRQvc%3D&reserved=0
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The four-day event was full of information on the latest scien-
tific data, recent global studies and the latest developments 
concerning Alzheimer's disease and neurodegenerative dis-
eases, giving the opportunity to all scientists and interested 
parties across the world to attend in person and online.  
850 people attended more than 320 presentations, 26 lec-
tures, 14 focused interactive seminars, 1 satellite speech, for 
a total of 110 hours of conference. At the opening ceremony, 
Walter Rocca, Professor of Neurology-Epidemiology of the 
Mayo Clinic-Rochester, gave his captivating speech on the 
topic: “Sex, gender, and the brain: Risk and protective factors 
for dementia”. 

Magda Tsolaki, President of the Panhellenic Alzheimer's Dis-
ease Federation, Coordinator of the neurodegenerative dis-
eases laboratory, neurologist-psychiatrist, theologian, and 
emeritus professor at the Aristotle University of Thessaloniki, 
stated that this double conference, which takes place every 
two years in Thessaloniki and is a leading scientific event in 
Greece, attracted 327 renowned Greeks and 27 foreign scien-
tists. These scientists who have dedicated their lives to the 
treatment of neurodegenerative diseases, she noted, were 
able to present to people from across the world, about im-
portant issues such as the safe use of anti-amyloid drugs, neu-
ropsychological assessment, the role of caregivers in terms of 
quality of life for the family, and new care units for patients with 
end-stage dementia. They also shared messages from Euro-
pean programmes and spoke about supporting technologies 
of dementia care.  
Participants and speakers positively evaluated the confer-
ence, while the main comment was the need to inform both 
doctors and other health professionals, as well as interested 
families and patients, about the latest developments, technol-
ogies and research data on dementia.  
All you need to know about the conferences has been posted 
on the conference website: www.alzheimer-conference.gr, 
and all the speeches will be available soon on the Alzheimer 
Hellas channel on YouTube. 
 
 
 
 

LIVING WITH DEMENTIA

10 FEBRUARY:  

Gerda Van Tongerloo, member of the European Working Group of People with Dementia, 
shares details of the new Dutch project “DREAm” in which she is a researcher 
My name is Gerda Van Tongerloo, I am from the Netherlands and 
a member of the European Working Group of People with De-
mentia (EWGPWD). As part of my work in my country I am in-
volved in the new DREAm project. 
On Monday 10 February, the DREAm project kick-off took place 
in Utrecht, Netherlands. DREAm stands for Digital Resources 
supporting sleep of persons living with dEmentia while Alleviating 
caregivers' burden. Brain Power is part of the project consortium, 
which consist of researchers and companies. Brain Power will 
bring in the perspective of people living with dementia. I am one 
of the researchers in the Brain Power group and am actively in-
volved in the project as a researcher. 
The project aims to develop personalised strategies to support 
the sleep of community living people with dementia and their in-
formal caregivers. If you want to receive more information, please 
contact Chantal Huisman via email: chantal.huisman@hu.nl 

http://www.alzheimer-conference.gr/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCnUR7eFT6SvPR4vOx1vWs4A
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCnUR7eFT6SvPR4vOx1vWs4A
mailto:chantal.huisman@hu.nl
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5 MARCH:  

“Living with Dementia: Between Self-Determination and Invisibility” - Lieselotte “Lilo” Klotz, Vice-
Chairperson of the European Working Group of People with Dementia, writes about her 
personal experience from two perspectives – as a person with dementia and a former caregiver 

My name is Lilo. I am a woman living with Lewy body dementia – and 
for a long time, I was also a caregiver for a loved one. These two per-
spectives shape my life in ways I could never have imagined. They 
have taught me what it means to rely on support but also how much 
potential and quality of life are still possible with and despite dementia 
– if the right conditions are in place. When I was diagnosed with de-
mentia, I had already spent years caring for someone else. I knew the 
challenges, the uncertainties, the worries. But what I didn’t know was 
how quickly I, as a person living with dementia, would become invisi-
ble. Suddenly, people talked about me instead of with me. Decisions 
were made without asking for my input. Those around me were unsure 
whether they should still include me. I was no longer seen as the per-
son I had always been – but rather as someone who "no longer func-
tions properly." 
Yet, I can still speak, think, feel, and make decisions. I may need more 
time or assistance to express my thoughts, but I am still here, still pre-
sent. And this is what many forget: people with dementia are not just 
their diagnosis. We are individuals with lives, dreams, and wishes – 
and above all, we have a voice. I have experienced what it means to 

be responsible for a loved one with dementia. I know how difficult it is to find the balance between protection and self-determina-
tion. But I have also experienced how disempowering it can be when well-intentioned decisions are made over a person's head. 
What I wish for – for myself, for others with dementia, and for future generations – is a change in how society approaches this 
condition. A shift toward a world that does not push us out of life but instead supports us in remaining active. A world that provides 
us with tools to shape our own lives rather than making decisions for us. 
For me, technology is a great help. Without digital support, I wouldn’t be able to do many things – including writing this article. 
Artificial intelligence helps me structure my thoughts, correct mistakes, and make my voice heard. Yet, I often encounter prejudice: 
"That’s not really your own writing!" or "That’s not authentic!" – but what makes it any less real? Is my voice less valuable just 
because I use assistive tools? I believe the opposite is true. Technology enables me to stay engaged, share my experiences, and 
remain politically active. It gives me back a sense of self-determination and agency. 
I hope that people with dementia will be included in all areas of society – not just as a theoretical target group but as real conver-
sation partners. In research, politics, healthcare, and caregiving, we should not only be the topic of discussion but active partici-
pants in shaping the conversation. Providing quality dementia care is a collective responsibility. Doctors, nurses, researchers, 
policymakers, and society as a whole must work together – but most importantly, people with dementia themselves must be heard. 
We should not just be objects of care or research but active contributors. I am not only asking for more understanding; I am 
demanding real participation. Because we are still here. We still have much to contribute. And we deserve to be heard. 
Pictured: Lieselotte Klotz (left) was a carer for her late mother, Liesel Krämer (right) 
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DEMENTIA IN SOCIETY

17 MARCH:  

Green Care initiative offers nature-based 
activities for people with memory difficulties 

On 22 September (Neimënster 
Abbey, Luxembourg), a confer-
ence titled "Green Dementia 
Care – wie Menschen aufblü-
hen" will bring together profes-
sionals and carers to discuss 
how nature-based interventions 
can support people with demen-
tia. The event is part of the 
"Green Care" initiative, which 
runs from May to September 
2025, offering guided walks and 

horticultural therapy workshops. 
Organised by the Info-Zenter Demenz in collaboration with 
Luxembourg Gardens and other partners, and supported by 
the Ministry of Family, Solidarity, Cohesion, and Refugee Ac-
commodation, the initiative is part of the Luxembourg Urban 
Garden (LUGA) project. It includes: 
• Horticultural therapy workshops, designed to actively en-

gage participants through sensory activities with plants 
and natural materials. These interactive sessions, led by 
a professional therapist, will be held in the municipal park 
at Villa Vauban, Luxembourg City. 

• Guided walks in the sensory garden of Fondation Pes-
catore, offering a structured yet relaxing experience fo-
cused on sensory stimulation and connection with nature. 

• The conference on 22 September, focusing on the bene-
fits of nature-based approaches in dementia care. 

The workshops will take place on: 
• 15 and 16 May (Flowers, blossoms, and wild herbs) 
• 26 and 27 June (From meadow to hay) 
• 18 and 19 September (Experiencing the garden 

through smell, taste, and touch). 
The guided walks will be available on multiple dates in June 
and July, with sessions in German/Luxembourgish and 
French/Luxembourgish. 
Participation is free, and registration is available at demenz.lu 
The initiative is part of the "VergissMeinNicht" campaign, 
which promotes awareness and support for people living with 
dementia through innovative care approaches. By fostering 
engagement with nature, Green Care aims to enhance quality 
of life and social inclusion for participants. 

20 MARCH:  

ACMA (Association Comprendre la Maladie 
d’Alzheimer) is raising awareness of 
dementia and fighting stigma among the 
African community in France 

The Association Com-
prendre la Maladie d'Alz-
heimer (ACMA), founded in 
France in 2016, is commit-
ted to raising awareness of 
Alzheimer's disease and re-
lated conditions in the Afri-
can community. It fights the 
stigma surrounding those af-
fected, providing information 
about risk factors and sup-
porting patients and their 
carers and families. ACMA 
also promotes the im-
portance of enabling people with dementia to remain in Africa 
with their loved ones, rather than bringing them to France. 
ACMA France works closely with its branches in Africa, ACMA 
Cameroon (based in Yaoundé) and ACMA Mali (based in 
Bamako).  
In partnership with France Alzheimer and Alzheimer’s Disease 
International (ADI), ACMA is helping to develop French-lan-
guage round tables bringing together neurologists, geriatri-
cians and psychiatrists from Africa and elsewhere. The ACMA 
associations play a key role in raising awareness and reducing 
the stigma attached to Alzheimer's disease, through a variety 
of events, including seminars, information stands, psycholog-
ical support, training for family carers, etc.  
ACMA is organising a Gala evening on Saturday 3 May 2025, 
to raise funds to help build a memory and cardiology centre in 
Douala, Cameroon, and to develop the ‘Alzheimer Immigra-
tion’ programme. Contact: alzheimer.acmafrance@gmail.com  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://demenz.lu/
mailto:alzheimer.acmafrance@gmail.com
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JOB OPPORTUNITIES

13 MARCH:  

University of York seeks full-time Research Associate as main researcher on feasibility trial of 
peer-led intervention for people newly diagnosed with dementia 

The University of York is looking to recruit a full-time Research Associate to be the main researcher 
on a feasibility trial of a peer-led intervention for people newly diagnosed with dementia. The study 
is NIHR Three Schools Dementia Research funded and has three phases: 
• Manualisation of the Good Life with Dementia course and development of facilitator training 
(in partnership with Innovations in Dementia) 
• Development and implementation of inclusive research processes across three sites, includ-
ing one supporting people from South Asian communities 
• A feasibility trial with people newly diagnosed with dementia to test and refine these pro-
cesses.  
The new Research Associate will undertake the day-to-day work of setting up and liaising with 

research sites, recruiting and consenting participants (including people with dementia), collecting qualitative and quantitative data, 
undertaking analysis and writing-up, with support from the principal investigator Kate Gridley. They will also coordinate manuali-
sation and training development and ensure insights from stakeholders inform processes throughout. The successful candidate 
will become a Fellow of the NIHR SSCR and will be expected to present findings at relevant events/conferences. 
Flexible/ remote working options are available. The team is based in Church Lane, an accessible building on the Heslington West 
campus of the University of York. The successful candidate will have: 
• completed a PhD in a social/health science (or have equivalent experience) 
• knowledge of/demonstrable interest in research with and for people with dementia and/or inclusive research 
• knowledge of health and social care research infrastructures and how these operate in practice 
• excellent communication skills, both written and verbal 
• experience of carrying out both independent and collaborative research, including research involving people with lived expe-

rience 
• experience of writing for publication and presenting to a range of audiences. 
The post will start on (or around) 1 June 2025 and finish 31 August 2027. It is a full-time position. 
Interview date: 29 April 2025 
For informal enquiries: Please contact Kate Gridley on: 

kate.gridley@york.ac.uk  

Please refer to the job description for full details on the qualifications, knowledge, skills and experience essential to the post: 
https://jobs.york.ac.uk/vacancy/research-associate-581955.html 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://eur06.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.york.ac.uk%2Fbusiness-society%2Fresearch%2Fspsw%2Fgood-life-with-dementia-course%2Fgoodliferesearchfindings%2F&data=05%7C02%7CKatherine.Ellis%40alzheimer-europe.org%7C8cf237a75e8a4e9ecb3108dd6547b373%7Cc3d8e25472e240748eb257cbf2e0b45c%7C1%7C0%7C638778080804988631%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=KtOn9JzEfo7OB3y1%2BCuLiA%2F43y%2BbrkU3TTh494l8Zk0%3D&reserved=0
https://eur06.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.innovationsindementia.org.uk%2F&data=05%7C02%7CKatherine.Ellis%40alzheimer-europe.org%7C8cf237a75e8a4e9ecb3108dd6547b373%7Cc3d8e25472e240748eb257cbf2e0b45c%7C1%7C0%7C638778080805001900%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=SBl5H7hmgPhWEVvGqhr9qMQGjz3flO4rDtTAbc%2BwKVc%3D&reserved=0
mailto:kate.gridley@york.ac.uk
https://jobs.york.ac.uk/vacancy/research-associate-581955.html%C2%A8
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AE CALENDAR 2025

DATE MEETING AE REPRESENTATIVE 

1 April InRAD Board Meeting  Jean 

1-2 April EMA Patients’ and Consumers’ Working Party meeting (Amsterdam, 
Netherlands) 

Angela 

2 April European Public Health Alliance new member induction meeting Jean, Kate, Owen 

3-4 April AD/PD 2025: “Striving for a better future for all those affected by 
neurodegenerative diseases”  

Angela 

9-10 April Study Visit for 2027 Alzheimer Europe Conference (Belgrade, Serbia)  Jean 

10 April PREDICTFTD Public Involvement Board project consultation Soraya 

10-11 April European Alzheimer’s Disease Consortium (Belgrade, Serbia)  Jean 

11 April Good practices in campaigning for disability rights training by the 
European Disability Forum  

Owen 

15-16 April Study Visit for 2025 Alzheimer Europe Conference (Bologna, Italy)  Cristina, Isabelle, Jean  

22 April Alzheimer’s Association Academy AE members and staff 
 

24 April EPND project public webinar Ange 
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CONFERENCES 2025 

DATE MEETING PLACE 

1-5 April International Conference on Alzheimer’s and Parkinson’s Diseases and Related 
Neurological Disorders (AD/PD™ 2025)  
https://adpd.kenes.com/partners-related-events/ 

Vienna, Austria 

15-17 May The 8th Venusberg meeting on Neuroinflammation, 
https://neuroinflammation.uni.lu/ 

Belval, Luxembourg 

3-6 June 15th edition of the National Alzheimer Conference, http://www.alzcongres.ro Bucharest, Romania 

21-24 June 11th Congress of the European Academy of Neurology, Neurology within 
society, https://www.ean.org/ Helsinki, Finland 

25-26 June Final ADIS project symposium, 
https://adis-project.eu/final-symposium/ 

Sankt Augustin 
(Germany) 

24-26 September 21st EuGMS Congress, https://eugms2025.com/ Reykjavík, Iceland 

6-8 October 35th Alzheimer Europe Conference, “Connecting science and communities: The 
future of dementia care”, https://www.alzheimer-europe.org/conferences 

Bologna, Italy 

12-15 October XXVII World Congress of Neurology, https://wcn-neurology.com/ Seoul, South Korea 

4-5 February 2026 2nd International Conference on the Prevention of Alzheimer's Disease 
(ICOPAD 2026), https://www.hug.ch/en/evenement/2nd-international-
conference-prevention-alzheimers-disease-icopad-2026 

Geneva, Switzerland 

 
 
 

 

https://adpd.kenes.com/partners-related-events/
https://neuroinflammation.uni.lu/
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