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WELCOME
I am delighted to share that 
the 31st Alzheimer Europe 
Conference, held online for 
the second year in a row, was 
a big success! Over 650 
delegates from 38 countries 
connected in an atmosphere 

of collaboration and solidarity, against the 
backdrop of the ongoing pandemic. It was a 
great pleasure to host the plenaries together 
with Kim Coppes from Live Online Events 
again and I am delighted with the great 
feedback we received from delegates and 
speakers alike. Next year, we hope to see 
everyone face-to-face, in Bucharest, so mark 
the dates 5-7 December 2022! 
During this year’s conference, the Neuronet 
project had a huge presence with no less 
than four sessions on the agenda. Alzheimer 
Europe is proud to be a partner in a great 
number of EU-funded research projects, 
including the newly-launched European 
Platform for Neurodegenerative Diseases 
(EPND). We are also looking forward to 
collaborating with the upcoming ADIS project 
(early diagnosis of Alzheimer's Disease by 
Immune profiling of cytotoxic lymphocytes 
and recording of Sleep disturbances), which 
has received a funding recommendation 
from the EU Joint Programme for 
Neurodegenerative Disease Research (JPND) 
and which is anticipated to start in summer 
2022, pending final approvals by national 
funding agencies. In other positive news for 
European research, the EU Council has 
adopted the Single Basic Act, establishing 
Horizon Europe joint undertakings, including 
the Innovative Health Initiative (IHI). The IHI 
will build on the Innovative Medicines 
Initiative 2 Joint Undertaking and aims to 

facilitate the translation of scientific research 
into tangible innovations, for the benefit of 
patients and citizens. 
As well as our Annual Conference, we hosted 
another session of our online Alzheimer’s 
Association Academy this month, focusing on 
“gender, sex and sexuality in dementia”. The 
session was chaired by our Director for 
Projects, Dianne Gove, who also chairs the 
expert ethics working group on sex, gender 
and sexuality, working towards a 2021 report 
on this topic. The report will be published 
next month. 
At the international level, the Global 
Coalition on Aging and at Alzheimer’s Disease 
International have published the 2021 
Alzheimer’s Innovation Readiness Index, 
evaluating 10 European countries on how 
well they are addressing Alzheimer’s disease. 
Meanwhile, at a national level, great strides 
are being made towards the next Slovenian 
dementia strategy, and a new Lithuanian 
working group on dementia policy has been 
launched. I would like to congratulate our 
friends at Spominčica – Alzheimer Slovenia 
and at Dementia Lithuania on the vital roles 
they played in these promising 
developments.  
In closing, I would like to highlight the launch 
of our new website which went live last 
week. We have streamlined the content, 
modernised the look and made navigation 
easier and more accessible. The site is 
adapted to mobile devices as well. We hope 
you like it! On that note, I wish you all an 
excellent end to 2021 and look forward to 
seeing you in 2022. 

Jean Georges 
Executive Director 
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COVID-19 SITUATION 
19 November: Alzheimer Switzerland and Swiss 
Memory Clinics share concerns over use of 
"Clinical Frailty Scale" in emergency triage 
situations in Switzerland during COVID-19 

Due to the development 
of the COVID-19 
pandemic, the Swiss 
Academy of Medical 
Sciences and the Swiss 
Society of Intensive Care 
Medicine have published 
and constantly updated 

guidelines for the triage of patients in case of resource scarcity 
in intensive care units. Alzheimer Switzerland and Swiss 
Memory Clinics have repeatedly intervened to defend the 
interests of people with dementia. Although some results have 
been achieved, the use of the Clinical Frailty Scale remains 
problematic for assessing the frailty of people with dementia.  
You can find more information on the Alzheimer Switzerland 
website in German, French or Italian 

 

ALZHEIMER EUROPE 
7 November: In Memoriam Franz Baro, founder of 
Alzheimer Europe 
We were deeply 
saddened to 
learn of the 
passing of Franz 
Baro, one of the 
three founders 
of our European 
movement, on 7 
November 2021.  
Mr Baro, who 
hailed from 
Belgium, together with Michael Coote from Ireland and Henk 
ter Haar from the Netherlands, felt that their associations could 
both learn from other organisations and share their innovative 
projects and activities with others. They convinced the 
representatives of 10 associations from 9 countries (Belgium, 
Finland, France, Germany, Ireland, Netherlands, Poland, Spain 
and the United Kingdom) to meet for the first time on 3 
September 1990 and to formally launch Alzheimer Europe. 
Mr Baro, together with his co-founders, formed the first 
Executive Committee of Alzheimer Europe in 1991, at our first 
ever Annual Meeting. 
Without the vision of Mr Baro and his colleagues, Alzheimer 
Europe would not exist and we pay a heartfelt tribute to him 
and thank him for his years of service. Our heartfelt 
condolences go out to Franz Baro’s family and friends. 
Pictured (LtR): Henk ter Haar, Michael Coote and Franz Baro, 
Netherlands, 1991.  

16 November: Alzheimer Europe hosts 
Alzheimer's Association Academy session on 
gender, sex and sexuality in dementia 
On 16 November 2021, Alzheimer Europe held an online session 
of its popular Alzheimer's Association Academy (AAA) series. 
The topic for this session, which was chaired by Dianne Gove, 
Director for Projects at Alzheimer Europe, was on gender, sex 
and sexuality in dementia. Representatives of member 
associations, members of the European Working Group of 
People with Dementia (EWGPWD), representatives from 
pharmaceutical companies, and AE staff participated in the AAA 
session. 
The first speaker was Annemarie Schumacher Dimech from the 
Women’s Brain Project (Switzerland) who provided an overview 
of gendered risk factors for dementia. She explained the 
importance of taking in consideration the gender differences in 
brain and mental health. She provided some specific examples, 
which were published in the 2020 report of the Lancet 
Commission by Livingstone et al. The paper reports 12 
modifiable risk factors that account for around 40% of 
worldwide dementias, which consequently could theoretically 

Sponsors of the month 
Alzheimer Europe would like to express its gratitude to a 
new sponsor for its 2021 activities and two new sponsors 

for its 2022 activities 
Read more about sponsorship opportunities here: 

https://www.alzheimer-europe.org/about-
us/governance/finances/2021-sponsorship-opportunities  

2021 

 
2022 

 

 

https://www.alzheimer-schweiz.ch/de/ueber-uns/politisches-engagement/positionspapier-11102021
https://www.alzheimer-schweiz.ch/fr/a-propos-de-nous/engagement-politique/prise-de-position-11102021
https://www.alzheimer-schweiz.ch/it/chi-siamo/impegno-politico/presa-di-posizione-11102021
https://www.alzheimer-europe.org/Glossary/dementia
https://twitter.com/AlzheimerEurope
https://www.alzheimer-europe.org/about-us/governance/finances/2021-sponsorship-opportunities
https://www.alzheimer-europe.org/about-us/governance/finances/2021-sponsorship-opportunities
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be prevented or delayed, including education, obesity, 
depression and lack of physical activity. Annemarie underlined 
that persistent gender-based inequalities place women at a 
disadvantage for many modifiable risk factors contributing to 
dementia. 
The second presentation was delivered by Linn Sandberg from 
(Sweden) and was entitled “Quality of life and access to care for 
LGBT* people with dementia”. She explained what does 
research tell us more generally on older LGBTQ people and care 
needs. In her talk, Linn emphasised that LGBTQ people has a 
higher risk of cognitive impairment among sexual minority older 
adults. Risk factors include depression, loneliness and isolation, 
obesity, poor cardiovascular health and smoking. LGBTQ-
people with dementia are more likely to reside in care homes 
(fewer have children) and informal care networks consisting of 
”families of choice” rather than families of origin. Linn also 
presented key published findings on how gay and lesbian 
people experience dementia and on the understanding of 
experiences and needs of LGBTQ people. Finishing her talk, Linn 
stressed the need for more awareness and training of dementia 
care staff and highlighted that dementia should not be a barrier 
to expressing one’s sexual or gender identity.  
The final presentation was delivered by Aileen Beatty from 
Akaricare (UK) who spoke about the relationships and sexuality 
in care homes. She first gave a regulatory context on the 
relationships and sexuality in adult social care services from the 
Care Quality Commission (CQC) - the independent regulator of 
health and social care in England. The guide published in 2019 
is aimed at CQC staff. Aileen added that the definition of 

sexuality is deliberately broad and gave some reactions to this 
guidance. She described some findings from the 2020 CQC 
sexual safety report, which highlighted “devastating” cases of 
sexual abuse in social care. She also provided some specific 
examples of experience in care and the influences on responses 
of staff. Finally, Aileen gave some recommendations including 
the focus on meeting people’s needs in a safe way while 
protecting others in car, ensuring that services have sufficient 
resources to support people to stay safe in the least restrictive 
way and avoidance of language such as abuser / perpetrator in 
relation to people living with dementia. 
The presentations were followed by an interactive Q&A 
discussion, during which questions from the audience were 
addressed by the panel. 

29 November: Alzheimer Europe has a new 
website! 

Alzheimer Europe's new website went live on 29 November. 
The new-look, updated and more user-friendly site can be 
reached at the same address as before: 

www.alzheimer-europe.org  

We have streamlined the content and made navigation easier 
and more accessible. The look is clean and modern and the site 
is adapted to mobile devices as well. 
Check out some of our most popular content, such as: 
Our Intercultural Support database, which can be filtered by 
language and by community, among others: 
https://www.alzheimer-europe.org/resources/intercultural-support 
Our clinical trials database: https://www.alzheimer-
europe.org/research/clinical-trials  
Our policy work: https://www.alzheimer-europe.org/policy  
Our publications: https://www.alzheimer-
europe.org/resources/publications  
Our COVID-19 resource page: https://www.alzheimer-
europe.org/resources/covid-19-resources  
Our news: https://www.alzheimer-europe.org/news  
And information about who we are (staff, Board and European 
Working Group of People with Dementia): 
https://www.alzheimer-europe.org/about-us/who-we-are  
We welcome feedback on the new site, which you can send to 
us via our central mailbox info@alzheimer-europe.org 

 

http://www.alzheimer-europe.org/
https://www.alzheimer-europe.org/resources/intercultural-support
https://www.alzheimer-europe.org/research/clinical-trials
https://www.alzheimer-europe.org/research/clinical-trials
https://www.alzheimer-europe.org/policy
https://www.alzheimer-europe.org/resources/publications
https://www.alzheimer-europe.org/resources/publications
https://www.alzheimer-europe.org/resources/covid-19-resources
https://www.alzheimer-europe.org/resources/covid-19-resources
https://www.alzheimer-europe.org/news
https://www.alzheimer-europe.org/about-us/who-we-are
mailto:info@alzheimer-europe.org
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29 November - 1 December: Alzheimer Europe holds its 31st Annual Conference #31AEC online 
The 31st Alzheimer Europe Conference (#31AEC) “Resilience in 
dementia: Moving beyond the COVID-19 pandemic” was held from 29 
November to 1 December 2021. Over 650 participants from 38 countries 
attended the event, which was Alzheimer Europe’s second virtual 
conference. On the agenda were almost 300 presenters (160 oral 
presentations, 137 quick oral presentations and 35 poster 
presentations), who shared their research, projects and experiences in 
an atmosphere of collaboration and solidarity. 
Conference co-hosts Kim Coppes from Live Online Events and Jean 
Georges, Executive Director of Alzheimer Europe welcomed the 
delegates from the conference studio in Utrecht, Netherlands, which 
was their base throughout the event.  
Iva Holmerová, Chairperson of Alzheimer Europe, officially opened the conference and extended a special welcome to the 37 
people with dementia who were among the delegates, as well as their supporters. “As Chairperson of Alzheimer Europe, I have 
truly been in awe at how the European dementia community has risen to the challenge of the pandemic and identified new and 
innovative ways to support, care and conduct research”, she said. 
Following these opening words, delegates were also welcomed by Chris Roberts, Chairperson of the European Working Group of 
People with Dementia (EWGPWD) and Marjolein de Vugt, Chairperson-elect of the INTERDEM network, followed by a video 
message from Hans Kluge, WHO Regional Director for Europe. 

Chris Roberts addressed delegates from his perspective as a person living 
with dementia and as the Chairperson of the EWGPWD. He welcomed 
everyone to the conference and reflected on the importance of the 
EWGPWD and on how the group brings together people from different 
countries, giving an international voice to those living with dementia. 
“Nothing About Us Without All of Us”, he reminded delegates, insisting 
that we all need to work together to promote a better quality of life for 
those affected by dementia and to help reduce the population’s risk of 
getting dementia. “We are doing our best to live with dementia, not dying 
from it”, he said and stressed that with support and understanding, people 
living with dementia can all live better lives. 

Marjolein de Vugt spoke on behalf of INTERDEM (Early detection and timely INTERvention in DEMentia). She highlighted that 
current circumstances challenge us; our resilience; our creativity and more than ever require our commitment to care. 
“Alzheimer Europe strengthens the voices of people with dementia not only to influence practice and policy but also to influence 
research. INTERDEM has reaped the benefits of this, for example by working closely with the European Working Group of People 
with Dementia in several research projects”, she stated. Young researchers are our future and the INTERDEM Academy fosters 
their talent and supports them in their pathway to senior positions in the field. The combined INTERDEM meeting and Alzheimer 
Europe Conference are a fantastic opportunity for them to present their work and to build their networks. 
In a pre-recorded video message to conference delegates, the WHO Regional Director for Europe Hans Kluge highlighted that 
dementia was the “leading cause of dependency and disability among older people in the WHO European region” and that 
WHO/Europe was therefore happy to have worked closely with Alzheimer Europe and other European partners on the 
implementation of the Global Action Plan on the public health response to dementia (2017-2025).  
The opening ceremony was followed by a short plenary session in which 
the first of two keynote presentations was delivered. It focused on 
resilience and adapting to the COVID-19 pandemic as a dementia 
advocate and was given by Kevin Quaid, Vice-chairperson of the 
EWGPWD, who addressed the people with dementia in the audience. He 
emphasised the importance of making sure to have a specific diagnosis. 
“To be told that you ‘have dementia’ or have ‘a touch of dementia’ is not 
a proper diagnosis” he said. He also stressed the need to make sure that 
whatever medication a person is on, it is suitable for their particular type 
of dementia. “A wrong diagnosis can lead to wrong medication”, he 
pointed out. Overall, his message to people with dementia everywhere 
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was to “Try and keep a positive mental attitude and try and keep your brain active. That is exactly why I am doing as well as I am 
after eight years with Lewy Body Dementia.” 
The second plenary of the conference, which took place on the morning of 30 November, was on “Lessons from the COVID-19 
pandemic” and opened with a presentation on “Reinventing counselling and home support during the pandemic”, given by Jim 
Pearson, Director of Policy and Practice, Alzheimer Scotland and Board member and Honorary Secretary of Alzheimer Europe. The 
next presentation was on “Protecting people with dementia in residential care – what we did right and what we got wrong!”, and 
was delivered by Pat McLoughlin, CEO, The Alzheimer Society of Ireland. (ASI). In the third and final presentation, Miia Kivipelto, 
Director of Research, Development, Education and Innovation, Karolinska University Hospital, Karolinska Institutet, discussed 
multimodal prevention studies and lifestyle changes during the pandemic. 

One of the highlights of the second day of the virtual Alzheimer Europe 
Conference was a special symposium organised by the European 
Working Group of People with Dementia (EWGPWD). Three members of 
the group made videos for the symposium: Margaret McCallion from 
Scotland, Nigel Hullah from England and Erla Jόnsdόttir from Iceland 
who was accompanied by her husband and supporter and Emil Emilsson. 
The three speakers shared their views about resilience as part of living 
with dementia and also shared their experiences of living and coping 
with dementia during the pandemic, and how it affected them. 
The third plenary of the conference explored “Innovations in dementia 
diagnosis and care through new technologies”. Martin Traber, Global 
Medical Lead Alzheimer’s Disease, Roche, opened with a presentation 
on the importance of flexible care settings and home care management 
in clinical trials within a rapidly changing COVID-19 environment. Adrian 

Wagg, Professor of Healthy Ageing, Department of Medicine, University of Alberta, Canada discussed ways of improving 
continence care for nursing home residents, thanks to new technologies. The third presentation of this plenary session was given 
by Petra Ritter, Johanna Quandt Professor for Brain Simulation at the Berlin Institute of Health, Charité University Medicine Berlin, 
Germany. She presented on “Augmenting diagnosis, inferring mechanisms, and predicting intervention outcomes in 
neurodegenerative disease through personalized Virtual Brain Cloud simulations”. 
Following this, an address was given to the delegates by Stella Kyriakides, European Commissioner for Health and Food Safety. 
“To effectively meet the needs of dementia patients, we must first understand them. It is vital to reach out to them, their families 
as well as to informal carers, who make an incredible contribution to our communities every day”, she said. “We are constantly 
learning about the human brain. Through its Framework Programmes for Research and Innovation, the EU will continue investing 
in effective prevention, better diagnostics and game changing treatments or cures. These will make a true difference for dementia 
patients across the Union”, she concluded. 
The third and final day of the conference began with the second of two keynote 
presentations, which focused on inclusive dementia care and particularly on the needs 
of the LGBTQ+ community. Patrick Italo Ettenes (He/She) Co-Founder of Bring 
Dementia Out emphasised the importance of considering some of the real 
experiences of LGBTQ+ people living with dementia, noting that many organisations 
are still heteronormative and cis-oriented (cisgender/cissexual/cis describes a person 
whose gender identity is the same as their sex assigned at birth).  
The need to be aware of issues around next of kin for LGBTQ+ people, who are often 
excluded from care decisions and who face fear of discrimination around their sexual 
and/or gender identities, was also highlighted. Patrick Ettenes implored 
representatives of dementia organisations and service providers in attendance at the 
conference, to ensure they understand how to support LGBTQ+ people living with dementia and provide appropriate information 
for those who are currently not having their needs met. 
The fourth plenary session focused on dementia as a public health challenge. Hana Marie Broulíková, Department of Health 
Sciences, Vrije Universiteit Amsterdam, and Coordinator of the national dementia strategy at the Czech Ministry of Health opened 
with a talk on “Keeping dementia as a health priority during the COVID-19 pandemic”. Up next, Maria-Teresa Ferretti, Co-founder 
and Chief Scientific Officer, Women's Brain Project, Switzerland, examined the question of whether we are getting better at taking 
sex and gender differences into account in Alzheimer’s care. In the third presentation, Gill Livingston, Professor at University 
College London, explored preventable causes of dementia and their public health implications. 
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The fifth and final plenary session took the form of a roundtable discussion and the discussion topic was “Beyond the pandemic: 
Reinventing dementia care and treatment”. Participating in the discussion were Craig Ritchie, Director of the Edinburgh Centre for 
Dementia Prevention and Brain Health Scotland; Lutz Frölich, Head of the Department of Geriatric Psychiatry at the Central 
Institute for Mental Health in Mannheim and Chair of the European Alzheimer’s Disease Consortium, and Marjolein de Vugt, 
Professor at the Alzheimer Center Limburg, Maastricht UMC+. 
During the closing ceremony, delegates were invited to listen to a rendition of songs by the Irish Forget-Me-Nots choir, an inclusive 
community choir for older people that is especially welcoming to people affected by dementia. Norah Walsh, the Musical Director 
of the Choir gave an update on the history of the choir and how it adapted to the pandemic. 
The three-day virtual conference was formally closed by Alzheimer Europe Chairperson Iva Holmerová who thanked the presenters 
and delegates for joining, the organising and programme committees and all conference sponsors, for making the event possible, 
and in particular, she expressed her gratitude to the health programme of the European Union and the corporate sponsors of the 
conference: AbbVie, ADDI the Alzheimer’s Disease Data Initiative, Biogen, Roche and TauRx Therapeutics. She also singled out the 
fantastic collaboration that Alzheimer Europe has developed with the INTERDEM network which was, as every year, strongly 
represented at the conference. All delegates were invited to mark the dates of the next Alzheimer Europe Conference (#32AEC) in 
their calendars. “Building bridges” will take place in Bucharest, Romania from 5 to 7 December 2022. 
The 31st Alzheimer Europe Conference received funding under an operating grant from the European Union’s Health Programme 
(2014-2020).

 

Alzheimer Europe networking (online) 
On 30 October (Wachau, Austria), Iva presented Alzheimer Europe‘s activities at the 3rd Krems Dementia Conference. 
On 4 November, Ana attended a Biogen Steering Committee. 
On 5 November, Jean attended the fall meeting of the ABOARD project. 
On 5 November, Jean attended the Board meeting of the Luxembourg Alzheimer Foundation. 
On 8 November, Ana attended a Lethe Clinicians Workshop on technical requirements. 
On 8 November, Owen attended the International Experience Exchange with Patient Organisations (IEEPO) online conference. 
From 9-10 November (Barcelona, Spain), Jean attended the World Hospital Congress and moderated a symposium on “New 
perspectives in the management of age-related diseases”. 
On 9 November, Angela participated in a Digital Health Alliance plenary on big health data. 
On 10 November, Angela participated in the WDC Global Dialogue on early-career researchers in dementia. 
On 10 November, Chris held a virtual guest lecture about Alzheimer Europe's social media campaigning at the University of Vechta 
(Germany). 
On 11 November, Dianne and Ana participated in the meeting of the RADAR-AD Patient Advisory Board. 
On 12 November, Jean met with Essity, Novo Nordisk and Roche. 
On 12 November, Jean attended the virtual non-state actor engagement session on WHO/EURO Mental Health flagship. 
On 15 November, Jean attended the Lausanne VIII Virtual Event. 
On 15 November, Owen attended a workshop on the EU Ombudsman, hosted by European Disability Forum.  
On 15 November, Angela, Ana, Dianne and Jean attended the kick-off meeting of the EPND (European Platform of 
Neurodegenerative Diseases) Work package 6 on Stakeholder involvement, external communication and dissemination. 
On 16 November, Alzheimer Europe organised an Alzheimer’s Association Academy on Gender, sex and sexuality in dementia. 
On 16-17 November, Jean attended a meeting of the Novo Nordisk Alzheimer’s Disease Advisory Board. 
On 17 November Jean and Owen attended a meeting with other EU health NGOS to discuss Operating Grants and engagement 
with the European Commission.  
On 17 November, Jean attended the Ethics Committee of the Luxembourg Alzheimer’s Association. 
On 18 November, Ana and Cindy attended the General Assembly of the EUROFINGERS project. 
On 18 November, Angela attended the General Assembly of the VirtualBrainCloud project. 
On 19 November, Angela attended the kick-off meeting of WP2 (ELSI) of the EPND project. 
On 22 November, Angela attended the kick-off meeting of EPND WP7 (sustainability). 
On 22 November, Dianne and Ana attended the PERMIT Workshop “Brainstorming on Ethical Issues in Personalised Medicine”. 
On 23 November, Angela attended a PRIME webinar on Alzheimer's disease. 
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On 23-26 November, Ana and Dianne participated in the meetings of the Lethe Advisory Board. 
On 23 and 25 November, Ana and Dianne organised a Tour of the Conference platform for delegates with dementia. 
On 24-25 November, Ana and Cindy participated in the meeting of the EU-FINGERS Advisory Board. 
On 24 November, Cindy attended a meeting of the Patients and Consumers Working Party of the European Medicines Agency. 
From 29 November to 1 December, Alzheimer Europe organised its 31st Annual Conference: Resilience in dementia: Moving 
beyond the COVID-19 pandemic. 
On 29 November Dianne and Ana participated in the networking event for delegates with dementia in the AE conference. 
On 3 December. Angela participated in an EPND project workpackage leads meeting. 

 

 

EU PROJECTS 
1 November: ADIS project secures funding 
recommendation from the JPND 

The results of the 2021 EU Joint 
Programme for 
Neurodegenerative Disease 
Research (JPND) call for "Linking 
pre-diagnosis disturbances of 

physiological systems to neurodegenerative diseases" were 
recently announced. In total, fourteen projects were 
recommended for funding by an independent peer-review 
panel, which includes expert researchers and contributions 
from the JPND Advisory Board on patient and public 
involvement.  
Among the projects securing a funding recommendation from 
the JPND panel is ADIS, which stands for "Early Diagnosis of 
Alzheimer's Disease by Immune Profiling of Cytotoxic 
Lymphocytes and Recording of Sleep Disturbances". Alzheimer 
Europe is a partner in this project, which will be led by Prof. 
Holger Frohlich of the Fraunhofer Institute for Algorithms and 
Scientific Computing (SCAI), in Germany. The other ADIS 
partners are based in Spain, Hungary and Israel, bringing 
together clinical and technical expertise on Alzheimer's disease, 
sleep disturbances, immune profiling and AI-based models for 
dementia risk prediction. Final approvals by national funding 
agencies is still ongoing, but the project is anticipated to start in 
summer 2022.  

https://bit.ly/3ddz63T 

5 November: ABOARD project hosts consortium 
meeting in Amsterdam 
On 5 November 2021, the ABOARD Fall Meeting took place in 
Amsterdam at which the breadth of the entire consortium was 
represented. The meeting was an opportunity for some of the 
project members to meet each other in person for the first time. 
The ABOARD PhD students were all present during the day and 
contributed greatly to the meeting, as well as helping out with 
welcoming attendees. 

Alzheimer Europe Director Jean Georges attended the meeting 
remotely, as he is a member of the project’s Advisory Board. 
The consortium plans to meet again in spring of 2022. Find out 
more about the project, here: www.aboard-project.nl 

11 November: The AMYPAD consortium 
congratulates two young researchers on 
successfully defending their PhD theses 
The AMYPAD consortium would like to congratulate Marthe 
Smedinga and Fiona Heeman on successfully defending 
their PhD theses. 
On 5 October, Marthe Smedinga (Radboud University Medical 
Centre, Netherlands) successfully defended her PhD thesis 
entitled “Diseased without symptoms. The moral desirability of 
Alzheimer biomarker testing”. Marthe was supervised by Prof. 
Dr C. Klijn, Prof. Dr M. Schermer and Prof. Dr E. Richard. In her 
thesis, Marthe, investigated whether testing Alzheimer 
biomarkers in clinical practice is desirable, through a literature 
review and 
interviews with 
physicians. She 
also discussed how 
the framing of 
‘Alzheimer’ can 
steer the weighing 
of the arguments 
in a debate. 
Fiona Heeman 
(pictured, right) 

https://bit.ly/3ddz63T
http://www.aboard-project.nl/
https://www.alzheimer-europe.org/product/donation
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(Amsterdam UMC, Netherlands) defended her thesis entitled 
“Quantitative amyloid PET imaging in Alzheimer’s disease – 
Walking the line between accuracy and simplicity” on 
November 3rd. Her thesis was supervised by Prof. Dr A.A. 
Lammertsma, Dr Ir. M.M. Yaqub and Dr I. Lopes Alves. The 
overall aim of her thesis was to evaluate to what extent 
approaches for quantification of Aβ pathology using PET can be 
simplified, within the context of different applications.  

https://amypad.eu/news/recent-news/congratulations-to-marthe-
and-fiona-for-their-phd-thesis-defence/ 

16 November: Neuronet social media campaign 
“Programme impact analysis – where we are and 
where we need to go” 

The Neuronet project is setting up an efficient platform to boost 
collaboration across research projects focusing on 
neurodegenerative diseases. 
Neuronet’s communication team and community of 
communication representatives from the Innovative Medicines 
Initiative (IMI) projects on neurodegeneration are celebrating 
the great people behind their projects through an annual 
Neuronet campaign on social media. Currently, the Neuronet 
initiative comprises 20 IMI projects. 
Neuronet launched a new campaign to highlight the value of 
public-private collaboration this week. The social media 
campaign concludes on November 29, building up awareness 
towards Neuronet’s yearly event. The main social media platform 
used is twitter, it highlights some of the great findings and 
future research, none of which would have been possible 
without public-private collaboration. 
https://twitter.com/search?q=%23WeAreNeuronet&src=typed_query

&f=live 

18 November: Horizon 2020-funded 
VirtualBrainCloud project hosts an online 
General Assembly meeting  
On 18 November, the H2020-funded VirtualBrainCloud project 
(TVB_Cloud) held its General Assembly (GA) meeting online. 
The focus of this GA meeting was to discuss progress with the 
TVB_Cloud Ethical and Technical Advisory Board members, 
which include Prof. Dipak Kalra (President of the European 

Institute of Innovation through Health Data), Prof. Thomas 
Schulthess (Director of the Swiss National Supercomputing 
Centre) and Dr Magali Haas, CEO of Cohen Veterans Bioscience. 
Chaired by Prof. Petra Ritter, who is leading the project, the 
meeting was attended by over 45 project participants, including 
representatives from the 17 institutions and organisations that 
make up the TVB_Cloud consortium. Jean Georges (Executive 
Director) and Angela Bradshaw (Project Officer) represented 
Alzheimer Europe at the meeting.  
The primary objective of TVB_Cloud is to create a decision 
support system for clinicians, formed around a cloud platform 
for personalised brain simulations based on high-quality, 
multidisciplinary clinical data, encompassing EEG and MRI 
scans, -omics and blood-based biomarker data. This decision 
support system will enhance the early diagnosis, prognosis and 
personalised treatment of neurodegenerative diseases, with an 
initial focus on Alzheimer’s disease (AD) and dementia.  
Prof. Ritter kicked off the GA meeting by providing an overview 
of the main achievements of TVB_Cloud since the project 
started in 2018. These include the development of a GDPR-
compliant and secure virtual research environment, methods 
for mechanism-based assessment of disease, and tools for 
visualising 3D simulations of brain networks. Leaders from each 
Workpackage then spoke about key developments and plans 
for the next year of the project, with the Advisory Board 
members providing their perspectives and feedback. Alzheimer 
Europe will be contributing to ethical and legal reflections on 
data sharing and AI-based tools for personalised medicine, and 
will also support Eodyne in developing their rehabilitation 
gaming system for cognitive training in dementia.  
 

https://virtualbraincloud-2020.eu/tvb-cloud-main.html 

18 November: The EU-FINGERS consortium 
holds an online general assembly meeting 
On 18 November, the JPND-funded project EU-FINGERS held its 
general assembly meeting online, chaired by Professor Miia 
Kivipelto. The event brought together EU-FINGERS delegates to 
report on the progress of the project, to exchange ideas and 
discuss upcoming activities. 
EU-FINGERS is looking at the topics of brain health as people 
age and the reduction of risk factors related to Alzheimer’s 
disease and dementia. The project builds on the work of 

https://amypad.eu/news/recent-news/congratulations-to-marthe-and-fiona-for-their-phd-thesis-defence/
https://amypad.eu/news/recent-news/congratulations-to-marthe-and-fiona-for-their-phd-thesis-defence/
https://www.imi-neuronet.org/2021-virtual/
https://twitter.com/search?q=%23WeAreNeuronet&src=typed_query&f=live
https://twitter.com/search?q=%23WeAreNeuronet&src=typed_query&f=live
https://virtualbraincloud-2020.eu/tvb-cloud-main.html
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existing, pioneering European intervention studies, and 
proposes a novel multimodal precision prevention toolbox to 
address the complex and heterogeneous nature of Alzheimer´s 
disease and dementia. 
EU-FINGERS is also growing, as three new institutions have been 
welcomed in the consortium as external collaborators. They 
are: Combinostics, University of Luxembourg PDP programme 
(programme for dementia prevention) and Fundación CITA-
Alzheimer Fundazioa, San Sebastian (Spain). 
Alzheimer Europe (AE) is involved in the Patient and Public 
Involvement (PPI) activities of the project and in this context, 
has set up an Advisory Board to provide relevant input to the 
researchers from the perspective of people with Alzheimer’s 
disease across the disease continuum. AE is also co-leading the 
communication activities of the project. AE Project Officers Ana 
Diaz and Cindy Birck took part in the meeting and presented the 
work done by the organization. Alzheimer Europe’s 
participation is supported by the Luxembourg national research 
Fund (FNR). 

22 November: AI-Mind project releases a media 
kit 
The H2020-funded project AI-Mind aims to facilitate a paradigm 
shift in clinical practice. AI-Mind will create intelligent digital 
tools for screening brain connectivity and dementia risk 
estimation in people affected by mild cognitive impairment 
(MCI). This new initiative is based on state-of-the-art 
technology and the international collaboration of 15 partners 
from 8 European countries. 
The communication team of the AI-Mind project has recently 
released an AI-Mind media kit. It includes a factsheet and an 
infographic. The AI-Mind factsheet not only provides the key 
facts about the project but explains why such an initiative is 
needed. Moreover, it offers an insight into the project and the 

expected impact. The infographic gives an overview of why and 
how the AI-Mind innovations will contribute to dementia risk 
estimation and impact patients’ journeys. Both materials aim 
to: 
• raise awareness of the MCI condition and the need to 

develop tools for better dementia risk estimation 
• raise awareness of the project’s existence  
• increase the AI-Mind outreach by boosting the interest in 

brain health/research of relevant audiences/ groups. 
Visit the project’s website to download the AI-Mind media kit: 

 https://www.ai-mind.eu/media/ 

23 November: RADAR-AD includes 100th 
participant in its clinical study 
The RADAR-AD 
participating clinical 
centre in Stavanger 
(Norway) has included the 
100th participant in the 
clinical study. RADAR-AD 
participants share that 
they are happy to participate in the clinical study: they find the 
cognitive tasks challenging but also fun since they feel like it is 
a “brain training” for them. The RADAR-AD consortium is proud 
to report a low drop-out rate and high number of participants 
who have completed their participation in the study. Read the 
full news story here.  

24 November: EU-FINGERS Advisory Board 
participates in its third consultation 
EU-FINGERS set up an Advisory 
Board in January 2021 
composed of people affected 
by or with an interest in 
Alzheimer’s disease and brain 
health from seven countries in 
Europe (Finland, Hungary, 
Luxembourg, Netherlands, Spain, Sweden, UK). 

https://www.ai-mind.eu/media/
https://www.radar-ad.org/newsroom/radar-ad-includes-100th-participant-clinical-study
https://www.alzheimer-europe.org/Glossary/Alzheimer-s-disease
https://www.alzheimer-europe.org/Glossary/brain
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Members of the EU-FINGERS Advisory Board were split in three 
smaller groups and met online on 24 and 25 November to 
discuss about a possible intervention which includes lifestyle 
changes and taking a drug. The focus of the meetings was on 
the combined FINGER intervention and the EU-FINGERS master 
protocol. During the meetings, members discussed on how they 
feel about the level of commitment asked to participants and 
the flexibility and possibility of making choices. The discussions 
were co-facilitated by Ana Diaz (Alzheimer Europe, AE) and 
Francesca Mangialasche (Karolinska Institute). All meetings 
were very interactive and lively and the feedback received was 
very valuable for the project. AE Project officers Cindy Birck and 
Ana Diaz participated in the different meetings. 

29 November: The IMI-funded EPND project hosts 
its kick-off meeting  

On 29 November, the European Platform for 
Neurodegenerative Diseases (EPND) project hosted its kick-off 
meeting online. EPND, an Innovative Medicines Initiative 
project that was launched earlier this month, aims to build a 
collaborative platform for data and biosample sharing, to 
accelerate the discovery and validation of biomarkers for 
neurodegenerative diseases. 
EPND brings together 29 partners from the public and private 
sectors and is co-led by Pieter Jelle Visser (University of 
Maastricht), Anthony Brookes (University of Leicester), 
Niranjan Bose (Gates Ventures) and Phil Scordis (UCB 

Biopharma). With AC Immune, Alzheimer Europe is co-leading a 
workpackage on stakeholder engagement, public involvement, 
communication and dissemination. Joining the kick-off meeting 
were representatives from the 29 EPND partner organisations, 
as well as principal investigators of 46 cohorts and biobanks that 
will eventually contribute data and samples to the platform.  
Phil Scordis opened the meeting by outlining the challenges that 
EPND has been designed to address. The incidence of 
neurodegenerative disorders such as Alzheimer’s disease and 
Parkinson’s disease is high, he explained, and is projected to 
double by 2050. Data and samples from neurodegenerative 
disease research cohorts is often siloed, making them hard to 
access. EPND hopes to accelerate research and development of 
new diagnostic tools and therapies, by making 
neurodegenerative disease data and samples more easily 
discoverable and accessible to the research community. 
Next, Pieter Jelle Visser outlined the EPND vision, explaining 
how better and more diverse biomarkers for 
neurodegenerative disease could give us a greater 
understanding of the underlying biological processes. He 
emphasised that EPND has been designed to build on existing 
initiatives and clinical networks, such as the European 
Alzheimer’s Disease Consortium and the BBMRI biobank 
catalogue, and will use data ontologies, access tools and online 
work spaces that are already available, such as the Alzheimer’s 
Disease Workbench.  
After a short break, the Workpackage (WP) leaders gave brief 
presentations identifying key objectives, tasks and 
interdependencies with other WPs. Drawing the meeting to a 
close, Kalliopi Christoforidi presented the IMI perspective, 
reminding partners about the EU reporting requirements and 
wishing them lots of success over the next five years of EPND.  
Find out more about EPND: www.epnd.org 

 
EU project acknowledgements 

  
A number of the projects in which Alzheimer Europe is a project partner receive funding from Horizon2020 or from the Innovative 
Medicines Initiative and Innovative Medicines Initiative 2 Joint Undertakings. The Joint Undertaking receives support from the 
European Union’s Horizon 2020 research and innovation programme and EFPIA. The projects in this newsletter are: 
 

AMYPAD – grant agreement 115952 
EPND – grant agreement 101034344 
AI-MIND – grant agreement 964220 

NEURONET – grant agreement 821513 
RADAR-AD – grant agreement 806999 

VirtualBrainCloud – grant agreement 826421
 

http://www.epnd.org/
https://www.youtube.com/c/AlzheimerEurope
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EU-FINGERS is an EU Joint Programme - Neurodegenerative Disease Research (JPND) project. The project is supported through 
the following funding organisations under the aegis of JPND www.jpnd.eu: Finland, Academy of Finland; Germany, Federal Ministry 
of Education and Research; Spain, National Institute of Health Carlos III; Luxemburg, National Research Fund; Hungary, National 
Research, Development and Innovation Office; The Netherlands, Netherlands Organisation for Health Research and Development; 
Sweden, Swedish Research Council. Grant agreement: INTER/JPND/19/BM/14012609

Members of the European Alzheimer’s Alliance 
Currently, the total number of MEPs in the Alliance stands at 93, representing 26 Member States of 
the European Union and six out of seven political groups in the European Parliament. Alzheimer 
Europe would like to thank the following MEPs for their support of the European Alzheimer’s Alliance 
(EAA): 

Austria: Claudia Gamon (Renew Europe); Monika Vana (Greens/EFA). Belgium: Frédérique Ries (Renew Europe); Kathleen van 
Brempt (S&D); Hilde Vautmans (Renew Europe). Bulgaria: Radan Kanev (EPP); Andrey Kovatchev (EPP); Ilhan Kyuchyuk (Renew 
Europe); Tsvetelina Penkova (S&D); Sergei Stanichev (S&D). Croatia: Biljana Borzan (S&D); Tonino Picula (S&D); Ruža Tomašić 
(ECR). Cyprus: Costas Mavrides (S&D). Czech Republic: Tomáš Zdechovský (EPP). Denmark: Margrete Auken (Greens/EFA); Christel 
Schaldemose (S&D). Estonia: Urmas Paet (Renew Europe); Finland: Alviina Alametsä (Greens/EFA); Heidi Hautala (Greens/EFA); 
Miapetra Kumpula-Natri (S&D); Sirpa Pietikäinen (EPP). France: François-Xavier Bellamy (EPP); Dominique Bilde (I&D); Nathalie 
Colin-Oesterlé (EPP); Arnaud Danjean (EPP); Geoffroy Didier (EPP); Agnes Evren (EPP); Sylvie Guillaume (S&D); Brice Hortefeux 
(EPP); Nadine Morano (EPP); Dominique Riquet (Renew Europe); Anne Sander (EPP); Chrysoula Zacharaopoulou (Renew). 
Germany: Alexandra Geese (Greens/EFA); Erik Marquardt (Greens/EFA); Angelika Niebler (EPP); Terry Reintke (Greens/EFA). 
Greece: Manolis Kefalogiannis (EPP); Stelios Kouloglou (GUE-NGL); Dimitrios Papadimoulis (GUE/NGL); Maria Spyraki (EPP); 
Elissavet Vozemberg-Vrionidi (EPP). Hungary: Tamás Deutsch (EPP); Ádám Kósa (EPP). Ireland: Barry Andrews (ALDE); Deirdre 
Clune (NI); Ciarán Cuffe (Greens/EFA), Clare Daly (GUE/NGL); Frances Fitzgerald (EPP); Luke 'Ming' Flanagan (GUE/NGL); Billy 
Kelleher (Renew Europe); Seán Kelly (EPP); Grace O’Sullivan (Greens/EFA). Italy: Isabella Adinolfi (NI); Brando Benifei (S&D); 
Pierfrancesco Majorino (S&D); Aldo Patriciello (EPP); Patrizia Toia (S&D). Lithuania: Vilija Blinkeviciute (S&D). Luxembourg: Marc 
Angel (S&D); Charles Goerens (Renew Europe); Christophe Hansen (EPP); Tilly Metz (Greens, EFA); Isabel Wiseler-Lima (EPP). 
Malta: Roberta Metsola (EPP); Alfred Sant (S&D). Netherlands: Jeroen Lenaers (EPP); Annie Schreijer-Pierik (EPP). Poland: Elzbieta 
Lukacijewska (EPP); Jan Olbrycht (EPP). Portugal: Sara Cerdas (S&D); José Gusmão (GUE/NGL); Marisa Matias (GUE/NGL); Clàudia 
Monteiro de Aguiar (EPP); Manuel Pizarro (S&D). Romania: Cristian-Silviu Busoi (EPP); Marian-Jean Marinescu (EPP). Slovakia: Ivan 
Stefanec (EPP). Slovenia: Franc Bogovič (EPP); Milan Brglez (S&D); Tanja Fajon (S&D); Klemen Grošelj (Renew Europe); Irena Joveva 
(ALDE); Romana Tomc (EPP); Milan Zver (EPP). Spain: Izaskun Bilbao Barandica (Renew Europe); Rosa Estaräs Ferragut (EPP); Juan 
Fernando López Aguilar (S&D); Diana Riba i Giner (Greens-EFA); Ernest Urtasun (Greens/EFA). Sweden: Jytte Guteland (S&D); Peter 
Lundgren (ECR). 

 

EU DEVELOPMENTS 
11 November: MEPs call for European Parliament 
role in HERA  

The European Parliament has 
voted to align the functioning of 
the EU Health Emergency 
Preparedness and Response 
Authority (HERA) with the future 

regulation on cross-border health threats.  

MEPs previously expressed concerns about the European 
Parliament’s scrutiny role in the creation and functioning of 
HERA. As a result, Parliament’s health and environment (ENVI) 
committee proposed updating the negotiation mandate to 
address these concerns and strengthen the role of Parliament. 
The updated mandate calls for: 
• Transparency for all public investments in research, 

development, manufacturing, production, procurement, 
stockpiling, supply and distribution of medical 
countermeasures. 

• Close cooperation between the Health Security Committee 
and the HERA Board, the Health Crisis Board and other 
relevant Union agencies and bodies, in order to avoid 
duplication of efforts and to have coherence in decision-

http://www.jpnd.eu/
https://twitter.com/AlzheimerEurope
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making at EU level, with a representative of the European 
Parliament as an active member of the Health Crisis Board. 

• An in-depth review of HERA operations, to be carried out 
by 2023 and every 2 years thereafter by the Commission, 
including its structure, governance, funding and human 
resources, as well as the possibility of upgrading HERA to a 
standalone agency. In addition, Parliament requests that 
any reviews should be accompanied, where appropriate, 
by a legislative proposal, in full respect of the role of the 
European Parliament as co-legislator. 

In Plenary, the amended text was adopted with 479 votes in 
favour, 71 against and 15 abstentions. Following the update of 
the mandate, interinstitutional negotiations will resume.  

15 November: Commissioner Kyriakides 
responds to question of MEP Olivier Chastel on 
dementia 

Health Commissioner 
Stella Kyriakides has 
published a response to a 
written question from 
Olivier Chastel MEP 
(Belgium) about dementia 
and the WHO Global 
Status Report on the 
Public Health Response to 
Dementia. In his question 
Mr Chastel asked 
specifically about:  

• The Commission’s action in relation to research funding for 
dementia 

• The added value of the Steering Committee on Health 
Prevention and Promotion compared to the expert group 
on dementia which the Commission wound up in 2018. 

Commissioner Kyriakides’ response highlighted a number of 
areas of ongoing action at an EU level in relation to dementia, 
including: 
• Continued funding opportunities for dementia research 

under the Horizon Europe research programme 
• The potential European partnership on ‘Brain Health’ under 

Horizon Europe’s second Strategic Plan 2024-2027  
• The European Group of Governmental Experts on 

Dementia, which is coordinated by Alzheimer Europe.  
In her response, the Commissioner also expressed her 
preference for a broader collaboration of national health 
ministries on all non-communicable diseases via the Steering 
Group on Promotion and Prevention, rather than individual 
disease-focused groups. The tabled question and response are 
available at:  
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/questions/reponses_qe/2

021/004075/P9_RE(2021)004075_EN.pdf  

15 November: EIT Health and Biogen launch 
“neurotechprize”  
The European Institute of 
Innovation and Technology (EIT 
Health) and Biogen have 
launched the “neurotechprize”, 
a programme which aims to 
identify technological solutions 
for the challenges presented by 
Alzheimer’s disease. The call is 
looking for teams with potential solutions across four 
intervention areas: 
• Accelerating the diagnostic pathway 
• Improving disease monitoring 
• Easing burden on patients 
• Maintaining quality of life.  
Participants will work with experts to receive mentoring and 
funding to realise the development of new products and 
services. 
Over a period of 10 weeks, teams will undergo an intense 
mentoring and validation process facilitated by EIT Health and 
Biogen experts. Following the work, teams will pitch their idea 
to an independent panel of experts, consisting of leading 
neurologists, patient representatives and payers who will 
award EUR 100,000 and EUR 50,000 prizes to the two best 
solutions. More information about ‘neurotechprize’ and 
applications can be found at: 

eithealth.eu/project/neurotech-prize 

Alternatively, you can contact Maria Fernández Albizuri, 
Programme Manager: neurotechprize.biogen@eithealth.eu  

16 November: European Parliament and 
European Council reach agreement on EU budget 
2022 
On 15 November, the European 
Parliament and the Council of 
the European Union, reached an 
informal political agreement on 
the EU budget for 2022. The 
agreement contains 
commitments totalling EUR 
169.5 billion. Of particular 
interest for policies relevant for 
dementia: 
• EUR 12.2 billion has been allocated for Horizon Europe, to 

support the EU's research in areas such as health, digital, 
mobility etc.  

• EUR 839.7 million has been allocated for the EU4Health 
programme to support initiatives such as the European 
Health Union. 

The annual budget for 2022 will now be formally adopted by the 
Council of the European Union and by the European Parliament. 

https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/questions/reponses_qe/2021/004075/P9_RE(2021)004075_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/questions/reponses_qe/2021/004075/P9_RE(2021)004075_EN.pdf
https://eithealth.eu/project/neurotech-prize
mailto:neurotechprize.biogen@eithealth.eu
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The vote in plenary, which will mark the end of the process, will 
take place on 24 November 2021. The full breakdown for the 
budget agreement is available at:  
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_21_5942  

19 November: EU Council adopts the Single Basic 
Act, establishing Horizon Europe joint 
undertakings including the Innovative Health 
Initiative 

On 19 November, the 
Council of the European 
Union adopted the Single 
Basic Act, a regulation 
aimed at facilitating the 
launch of 9 new Joint 
Undertakings under the 

Horizon Europe Research & Innovation Framework Programme. 
These Joint Undertakings will bring together the European 
Commission and private or public partners to address key 
challenges through concerted research and innovation 
initiatives.  
The Single Basic Act establishes the Innovative Health Initiative 
(IHI), which is a partnership between the EU and European 
Industry associations representing the pharmaceutical, medical 
technology, digital health and vaccine industries, namely COCIR, 
EFPIA, EuropaBio, MedTech Europe and Vaccines Europe. The 
IHI will build on the Innovative Medicines Initiative 2 Joint 
Undertaking, which launched in 2014 with a budget of 
EUR5.3Bn and was jointly funded by the European Commission 
and EFPIA (European Federation of Pharmaceutical Industries 
and Associations). The total budget of the IHI is EUR2.4Bn, half 
of which comes from Horizon Europe, and half of which will be 
committed by industry and contributing partners. 
The goal of the IHI is to facilitate the translation of scientific 
research into tangible innovations, for the benefit of patients 
and citizens. Using a similar model to the IMI, the IHI will bring 
together diverse stakeholders from the public and private 
sectors to address disease areas of unmet clinical need. This 
collaborative and cross-sectoral philosophy extends to the 
projects that will be funded, which will involve numerous 
sectors and address health issues in a more disease-agnostic 
way than previously. The IHI will be governed by a Governing 
Board (composed of representatives from the European 
Commission and industry partners) and will have two advisory 
bodies: The States Representatives Group (made up of EU 
member state representatives) and the Science and Innovation 
Panel.  
https://ec.europa.eu/info/news/commission-welcomes-approval-10-
european-partnerships-accelerate-green-and-digital-transition-2021-

nov-19_en 

 

POLICY WATCH 
1 November: World Dementia Council hosts 
global dialogue on lived experiences of 
dementia 
The dementia landscape project was 
launched by the World Dementia 
Council (WDC) in 2021, aiming to 
review international progress towards 
the 2025 goals identified at the 2013 
G8 dementia summit. As part of this 
project, the WDC is hosting a series of 
global dialogues with members of the 
international dementia community, 
reflecting on where we have come 
from, where we are now, and what 
the next steps should be. On 1 November 2021, the WDC 
organised a global dialogue on lived experiences of dementia, 
as part of the dementia landscape project. People living with 
dementia led the dialogue, which aimed to assess policy 
priorities. 
The discussion was led by Hilary Doxford, former Vice-
chairperson of the European Working Group of People with 
Dementia (EWGPWD), Alzheimer's Society ambassador and 
member of the World Dementia Council, and Maryna Lehmann, 
dementia advocate from South Africa and member of the World 
Dementia Council. Panellists included EWGPWD Chairperson 
Chris Roberts, as well as former Chairperson and founding 
member of the EWGPWD Helga Rohra. 
The meeting was opened by Lenny Shallcross, Executive 
Director of the WDC, and opening remarks were made by Hilary 
Doxford. Ms Doxford then proceeded to ask the panellists a 
series of questions, including whether they thought things had 
improved for people with dementia, what some of the biggest 
challenges are for people living with dementia and what they 
felt their national governments should prioritise in order to 
better support people with dementia.  

https://worlddementiacouncil.org/DLP/global-dialogues/lived-
experiences 

10 November: World Dementia Council hosts 
global dialogue on early-career scientists in 
dementia 
The dementia landscape project was 
launched by the World Dementia 
Council (WDC) in 2021, aiming to 
review international progress towards 
the 2025 goals identified at the 2013 
G8 dementia summit. As part of this 
project, the WDC is hosting a series of 
global dialogues with members of the 
international dementia community, 
reflecting on where we have come 
from, where we are now, and what 

https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_21_5942
https://ec.europa.eu/info/news/commission-welcomes-approval-10-european-partnerships-accelerate-green-and-digital-transition-2021-nov-19_en
https://ec.europa.eu/info/news/commission-welcomes-approval-10-european-partnerships-accelerate-green-and-digital-transition-2021-nov-19_en
https://ec.europa.eu/info/news/commission-welcomes-approval-10-european-partnerships-accelerate-green-and-digital-transition-2021-nov-19_en
https://worlddementiacouncil.org/DLP/global-dialogues/lived-experiences
https://worlddementiacouncil.org/DLP/global-dialogues/lived-experiences
https://www.facebook.com/alzheimer.europe
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the next steps should be. On 10 October, WDC hold a global 
dialogue on early-career scientists in dementia, where 
attendees discussed the challenges facing early-career 
researchers working on dementia, and enablers that might help 
overcome these challenges. Project Officer Angela Bradshaw 
attended the WDC dialogue for Alzheimer Europe. 
Attending by over 50 early-career researchers (ECRs) and 
several senior academics, the global dialogue was chaired by 
Prof. Anja Leist, Associate Professor in Public Health and Aging 
at the University of Luxembourg and the co-founder of the 
World Young Leaders in Dementia (WYLD) network. Prof. Paulo 
Caramelli, Professor of Neurology at the University of Minas 
Gerais in Brazil, co-Chaired the dialogue with Prof. Leist. 
The meeting was kicked off by Lenny Shallcross, Executive 
Director of the WDC. Then, Dr Heather Snyder and Dr Claire 
Sexton (VP of Medical and Scientific Relations, and Director of 
Scientific Programs & Outreach at the US Alzheimer’s 
Association) gave a short presentation on the ways the 
Alzheimer Association supports ECRs, including information on 
the funding streams available, the networking and conferences 
that are organised, and other opportunities for career support 
and development. 
Afterwards, Adam Smith (Programme Director at University 
College London) and Dr Beth Shabaan (visiting Assistant 
Professor at the University of Pittsburgh Alzheimer’s Disease 
Research Center) spoke about their work on the Alzheimer’s 
Association Professional Interest Area (PIA) to Elevate Early 
Career Researchers (PEERs), and a recent survey that has been 
carried out to collate the views of ECRs around the world on 
challenges and opportunities for career development in the 
dementia field.  
Next up was Dr Claudia Ramos of the Neurosciences Group of 
Antioquia in Medellin, Colombia. Claudia is a medical doctor 
who is currently studying for a PhD, and in her presentation, she 
focused on the particular challenges facing ECRs who are based 
in low- and middle-income countries (LMIC), including issues 
with supplies, limited funding streams, and restricted 
opportunities for career development. 
The final speech was delivered by Dr Riona McArdle of 
Newcastle University, where she is a NIHR Advanced Research 
Fellow. Riona spoke eloquently about the value of 
communication and transferable skills in academic research, 
highlighting how speaking about her research with different 
communities led to new research ideas and funding 
opportunities. She particularly emphasised the importance of 
considering and centering the patient voice in dementia 
research. 
The brief presentations were followed by an hour of lively 
discussion, moderated by Prof. Leist and Prof. Caramelli. Points 
raised included the inequity of access to career development 
opportunities for researchers living in LMIC countries, work-life 
balance and how to juggle caring responsibilities in the home 
with research, and the importance of valuing research metrics 
that go beyond high-impact publications and grant funding. 

A transcript of the global dialogue will be available on the WDC 
website shortly.  

https://worlddementiacouncil.org/DLP/global-dialogues/  

12 November: WHO publishes series of videos on 
“The COVID-19 pandemic and mental health” 

The World Health Organization (WHO) has published a series of 
videos about mental health during the pandemic. 
Helen Rochford Brennan, member of the European Working 
Group of People with Dementia (EWGPWD) participated in two 
of these videos, one is a group video and one is an individual; 
video focusing on dementia and bereavement. Helen’s 
interviews looked at the importance of therapy (bereavement 
counselling) and the need for awareness and funding. Helen’s 
video can be viewed here: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=g3sRacgLH78&t=1s&ab_channel

=WorldHealthOrganization%28WHO%29 

And here is a playlist of all the films made for this project: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iMajYyya2mc&list=PLD8eJhbjGd
6wT8YDiGZbQvBrUad1va4Ky&ab_channel=WorldHealthOrganization

%28WHO%29 

22 November: Slovenia begins the process of 
creating new "Dementia Management Strategy 
2030"  
The Slovenian Minister of 
Health, Janez Poklukar 
(pictured) established a 
working group for the 
preparation of a 
"Dementia Management 
Strategy 2030" at the end 
of September this year. 
Members of the working group are nine experts from: The 
Ministry of Health; the Ministry of Labour, Family, Social Affairs 
and Equal Opportunities; the University Psychiatric Clinic of 
Ljubljana; the Neurology Clinic; the National Institute for Public 
Health; and Spominčica – Alzheimer Slovenia. It also includes 
some GPs. 
The working group is developing the goals and actions of the 
new Strategy based on the evaluations of the Slovenian 
Dementia Strategy 2016 – 2020, addressing the needs of 
persons with dementia and their care partners, addressing the 

https://worlddementiacouncil.org/DLP/global-dialogues/non-amyloid-targets
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=g3sRacgLH78&t=1s&ab_channel=WorldHealthOrganization%28WHO%29
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=g3sRacgLH78&t=1s&ab_channel=WorldHealthOrganization%28WHO%29
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iMajYyya2mc&list=PLD8eJhbjGd6wT8YDiGZbQvBrUad1va4Ky&ab_channel=WorldHealthOrganization%28WHO%29
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iMajYyya2mc&list=PLD8eJhbjGd6wT8YDiGZbQvBrUad1va4Ky&ab_channel=WorldHealthOrganization%28WHO%29
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iMajYyya2mc&list=PLD8eJhbjGd6wT8YDiGZbQvBrUad1va4Ky&ab_channel=WorldHealthOrganization%28WHO%29
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challenges of the "new reality" framed by the COVID-19 
pandemic and following the key goals of the WHO Global action 
plan on the public health response to dementia. 
Tasks are divided in specific sub-categories: Establishment and 
maintenance of the dementia data set; network of programmes 
and services providers; quality and safety of treatment and 
post-diagnostic support; education and research; the rights of 
people with dementia; and management of dementia during 
epidemics and other crisis situations. The working group will 
prepare the first draft of the Strategy by the mid-December 
2021. 

22 November: Dementia Working Group initiated 
by the Ministry of Health of the Republic of 
Lithuania 

After implementing its World 
Alzheimer Month Programme “Let’s 
talk about dementia“, which 
included a conference to highlight 
the challenges related to early 

diagnosis in Lithuania, the national association Dementia 
Lithuania has strengthened its partnership with the Ministry of 
Health of the Republic of Lithuania. The association was invited 
to contribute to the development of a new dementia working 
group, which would carry the responsibility to develop 
dementia policy. 
The dementia working group was developed considering a 
range of aspects associated with dementia policy, and thus 
includes representatives from the Ministry of Health, Ministry 
of Social Affairs and Employment, professionals from two major 
universities, and social partners representing a range of areas. 
The dementia working group will also have strong 
representation from people living with dementia and their 
carers. It is anticipated that the Lithuanian Dementia Strategy 
will be one of the working objectives of this newly-created 
working group.  
The forming of this dementia working group is a big step 
forwards in implementing the project “Towards a Dementia 
Strategy: Situation Analysis and Public Awareness”. It is being 
implemented by the NGO “Socialiniai meno projektai” and the 
national association Dementia Lithuania. The project is organised 
in partnership with the Ministry of Health of the Republic of 
Lithuania, the Lithuanian University of Health Sciences, Klaipėda 
region Alzheimer's community “Atmena”, Kaunas Alzheimer 
Club and Alzheimer’s Disease International. The project is 
funded by the Active Citizens Fund, The Vilnius City Municipality, 
The Tiltas Trust, and the Council for Culture of the Republic of 
Lithuania.  

22 November: Global Coalition on Aging, Biogen 
and Alzheimer’s Disease International launch 
2021 Alzheimer’s Innovation Readiness Index 
On 22 November 2021, Biogen, the Global Coalition on Aging 
(GCOA) and Alzheimer’s Disease International (ADI) launched a 
report evaluating 10 European countries on how well they are 

addressing Alzheimer’s disease. 
The development costs of the 
2021 Alzheimer’s Innovation 
Readiness Index were funded by 
Biogen. The 2021 Alzheimer’s 
Innovation Readiness Index was 
created in partnership with GCOA 
and ADI. It is the fourth such 
collaboration between GCOA and 
ADI and the first to focus solely on 
Europe. The Index was created 
based on extensive desk research 
of more than 120 metrics, expert interviews, and survey 
responses. The main findings include: 
• COVID-19 has disrupted implementation, renewal, and 

funding of national plans. 
• Data consolidation is a large gap, with countries struggling 

to establish or develop systems to collect data across the 
care pathway. 

• European governments continue to underfund research on 
Alzheimer’s disease and other dementias. 

• Widespread variation within countries creates a postcode 
lottery in determining access to care. 

• Care pathways remain difficult to navigate for people living 
with dementia, caregivers, and healthcare professionals. 

• Informal caregivers continue to shoulder the brunt of 
caregiving responsibilities. 

• Most governments do not have sustained funding to raise 
awareness about Alzheimer’s disease and other dementias. 

Alzheimer Europe was given a preview of these and other 
findings from the report during a recent edition of its 
Alzheimer’s Association Academy, together with its members 
from across the European region. Download the report:  

https://globalcoalitiononaging.com/wp-
content/uploads/2021/10/GCOA_AIRI_AlzIndeXReport_FINAL.pdf  

MEMBERS NEWS 
31 October: Alzheimer Hellas organises three 
diverse events throughout October, focusing on 
the RECage programme, on mental health and on 
resilience in caregiving 
On 8 October 2021, Alzheimer 
Hellas conducted a seminar on: 
"Behavioral Disorders and the 
Recage Program" in view of 
World Elderly Day on 1 October. 
Magda Tsolaki, Professor of 
Neurology at Aristotle University 
of Thessaloniki (AUTH), 
Neurologist- Psychiatrist, 
Theologian and President of the Panhellenic Federation of 
Alzheimer's Disease and Related Disorders, talked about 

https://www.alzint.org/news-events/events/lithuania-world-alzheimers-month-schedule-of-events/
https://www.alzint.org/news-events/events/lithuania-world-alzheimers-month-schedule-of-events/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RrvLZYWnKZo&t=
http://www.demencijalietuvoje.org/
https://olf.lt/en/alf-programs/active-citizens-fund/
https://globalcoalitiononaging.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/10/GCOA_AIRI_AlzIndeXReport_FINAL.pdf
https://globalcoalitiononaging.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/10/GCOA_AIRI_AlzIndeXReport_FINAL.pdf
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behavioural disorders in dementia. Elena Poptsi, psychologist, 
talked about: "Behavior Disorders and Behavioral Disorders 
Special Care Units: The European Recage Program." Finally, 
Machi Kozori, psychologist, presented the results of the focus 
groups. 
On 14 October, Alzheimer Hellas held on an online event on 
Interactive Living with Mental Health: (InALMH). Magda Tsolaki 
made a presentation of the European Network ENALMH. 
Christos Mouzakidis, Professor of Physical Education and Sports 
Science, gave a talk called: "InALMH Project: Conception, 
planning and objectives of the action". And finally, Vasiliki 
Garopoulou, Professor of Special Physical Education, focused on 
the implementation and expected results of the project. 
On 20 October, Despina Moraitou, Associate Professor of 
Psychology of AUTH, gave a talk on: "The role of positive 
psychology in the resilience of caregivers" as a reminder that 
the second victim of the disease is the caregiver. 

19 November: Alzheimer Switzerland works 
towards improved financing of dementia care 

In the autumn session of 2021, 
the National Council (lower 
house of the Federal Assembly of 

Switzerland) largely accepted, with 136 votes to 46, a motion to 
improve health insurance coverage for dementia care. The aim 
would be to cover necessary services for these patients, such as 
support during meals. 
Alzheimer Switzerland will work to ensure that this legislative 
change is also accepted by the Council of States (upper house) 
next year. For more information in German, French or Italian 

21 November: Turkish Alzheimer Association 
takes part in "ADatHome" project focusing on 
quality of life of people with advanced dementia 
living at home 

The Turkish Alzheimer Association is taking part in an innovative 
Erasmus+ KA2 Project named AdatHome, together with AFAC, 
UPV, ETERNIS, Westfälische Hochschule Gelsenkirchen and 
Spominčica - Alzheimer Slovenia. The aim of the project is to 

develop a training programme supporting carers (mainly family 
members) in acquiring and developing basic skills and key 
competencies for improving the quality of life of people with 
advanced dementia (GDS 6-7) in domiciliary environments. 
The training programme will comprise three focal packages: 
1) Non-Verbal Communication and Sensorial Stimulation 
2) Adaptation of Care Tasks 
3) Assistive Technologies. 
The full package will include training materials and design of 
practical training activities and their implementation in 
domiciliary environments; the programme will be enhanced by 
the development of an e-training platform. 
Recently, the partners have been working on non-verbal 
communication strategies and techniques, focusing on 
intensive interaction, learning the language of non-verbal 
people and communication through images. Sensory 
stimulation based on "Snoezelen" therapy, music therapy, 
massage therapy and "Namaste Care" is quite a challenging 
topic. The main techniques involve approaches like touch, 
caress, washing and moisturising, combing hair, use of realistic 
dolls and animals. These are quite reformist applications that 
need to be practised with care. 
For instance, "Namaste Care" was developed only in 2013 by 
Joyce Simard in the US, aiming to help the person with dementia 
to remain connected to others by focusing on their emotional 
as well as physical needs. It is described as "holistic" because it 
is incorporated into all aspects of daily life and involves a range 
of physical, sensory and emotional approaches and focuses on 
the person rather than the process and protocol. An example 
would be giving a bath for the pleasure and enjoyment of having 
a bath rather than focusing on a bath as a process to get 
someone clean. These approaches support people with 
advanced dementia in many activities, for example managing 
pain, making sure they are getting enough to eat and drink 
and/or use of music to manage anxiety and stress. 
The ADatHome training package will continue with “Adaptation 
of Care Tasks to Advanced Dementia in Domiciliary 
Environments” and practical training activities such as nutrition 
and feeding; medication and body health; bowel and bladder 
function; detection of pain and illness; mobility, hygiene and 
rest; ensuring safe environments and self-care of carers, will 
also be included. 

22 November: Spominčica - Alzheimer Slovenia 
workshops -both in person and online - bring fun 
and lots of laughter, as well as much-needed 
support 
Spominčica - Alzheimer Slovenia is continuously engaging 
people with mild cognitive impairment, people with dementia 
and their carers in a number of activities. Due to COVID-19 
challenges, they are also expanding their range of activities and 
are hosting workshops for older people in the general 
population. By doing this, they hope to support prevention, to 

https://www.alzheimer-schweiz.ch/de/medien/beitrag/eine-bessere-finanzierung-von-pflegeleistungen-fuer-demenzerkrankte
https://www.alzheimer-schweiz.ch/fr/medias/article/eine-bessere-finanzierung-von-pflegeleistungen-fuer-demenzerkrankte
https://www.alzheimer-schweiz.ch/it/media/articolo/eine-bessere-finanzierung-von-pflegeleistungen-fuer-demenzerkrankte
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help people socialise and remain mentally active, and to provide 
some physical activity.  
When they temporarily cannot meet in person, the Spominčica 
team continues to engage people through online workshops. 
Unfortunately, some do not join due to their lack of interest in 
technology, their inability to use it or simply because they do 
not have access to the required technology. On the other hand, 
however, Spominčica has managed to engage some people who 
would normally not attend due to travelling or access 
difficulties and who would not be part of face-to-face 
workshops. Overall, the team has found it is better to meet in 
person; but there is some benefit to engage people online. 
The project, "Strengthening and empowerment of older people, 
people with dementia and their relatives in the COVID-19 
period with modern approaches" is funded by the European 
Union from the European Social Fund and the Republic of 
Slovenia. 
Spominčica uses Creative Art Therapies (AD-ARTS project) like 
art, dance, drama or music to encourage people to be creative 
and physically active through dance, and to complement other 
therapies focused on minimising cognitive and behavioural 
challenges. Thus, they are increasing people's competencies 
and having a positive impact on emotional health by using 
recreational activities. They report having fun and laughing a lot 
at these workshops. 
Spominčica also uses innovative teaching approaches to help 
people learn foreign language step by step in a natural and 
enjoyable way (E.L.So.M.C.I. and SuperLingo project). They use 
songs to reduce stress and through the lyrics convey positive 
emotions, but at the same time enhance cognitive abilities. 
Further, by using enjoyable activities as role-playing scenarios 
and various memory-based games they try to ensure that 
learning a foreign language is made easier for older adults. 
All these activities were designed by experts in collaboration 
with members of the target group from different European 
partner countries. Furthermore, for improving the well-being of 
people with dementia, they aim to improve quality of life for 
people with dementia and their care partners and put a lot of 
focus on the carer group too. They engage them in trainings 

about dementia and tips for caring for people with dementia 
(Ne Pozabi me - Forget Me not project). 
The association also organises narrative based workshops with 
carers (SINCALA project) allowing them to develop a support 
programme based on experiences from their colleagues in 
Greece, Alzheimer Hellas. The goal is to support different family 
members of a person with dementia – spouses, adult children 
and grandchildren that are providing care and support and to 
help reduce frustration, express inner thoughts and feelings, 
empower carers to deal with potential instances of 
violence/burnout; all in a safe, non-judgmental space. Working 
with carers, Spominčica aims to help them to build resilient 
skills, thus making families resilient in how they cope with the 
challenges that caring brings. 

22 November: Ireland's "Dementia: Understand 
Together" campaign survey reveals public 
perceptions of people with dementia are 
changing for the better 

A new survey by the "Dementia: Understand Together" 
campaign in Ireland has found improving public perceptions and 
attitudes towards people with dementia since the last time 
similar questions were asked. The nationally representative 
survey of over 1,200 people undertaken by Behaviour & 
Attitudes in July of this year found:  
• Welcoming society: when asked about the attitudes of others, 
67% of respondents believe most people would accept a person 
with dementia as a close friend and a similar number (68%) 
believe most would treat a person with dementia as they would 
anyone. Both of these results are up from 56% in 2016, showing 
a significant positive shift in public inclusivity and empathy 
towards people with dementia. 
• Good company: seven in ten (71%) people are happy to spend 
time with a person with dementia, up from 66% in 2018, and a 
similar number (72%) are happy to be in a social group in the 
company of a person with dementia, up from 68% in 2018. 
When asked if they wouldn’t bother to visit a person with 
dementia because “they won’t remember” three in four people 
(76%) rejected this, up from 73% in 2018. 
• Active citizens and businesses: in a new survey question asked 
in 2021, 92% believe that people with dementia have the right 
to be active citizens in their communities and 81% believe that 
there are things businesses and service providers can do to 
make their services accessible to people with dementia. 
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The focus of the survey reflects an ongoing commitment by the 
"Dementia: Understand Together" campaign to help create 
communities that actively embrace and include those living 
with dementia and their families. For more information:  

www.understandtogether.ie  

Dementia: Understand Together is a campaign run by Ireland's 
Health Service Executive (HSE) Health and Wellbeing Division. 
The Alzheimer Society of Ireland is a key partner of the 
campaign. 

24 November: Panhellenic Federation of 
Alzheimer's Disease and Related Disorders 
organises four online events during November, 
focusing on rights, empowerment and care 

On 4 November 2021, 
Alzheimer Hellas held on 
an online event on "Moral 
and legal rights of patients 
with dementia and of their 
caregivers - Information 
on benefits and 
allowances". Magda 
Tsolaki, Professor of 
Neurology at Aristotle 

University of Thessaloniki (AUTH), neurologist-psychiatrist, 
theologian and President of the Panhellenic Federation of 
Alzheimer's Disease and Related Disorders coordinated the 
event. Eleanna Sia, psychologist- neuropsychologist talked 
about the European programme Erasmus Plus. Kiriakaki Irini 
informed the public about draft law on dementia, while 
Tsokanari Ioanna, social worker, gave information on benefits 
and allowances. 
On 10 November, under the auspices of the Panhellenic 
Federation, the public benefit care association Frontizo 
organised an online event entitled "Caring…for Dementia". 
Theodoropoulos Dimitrios, social worker and General Manager 
at Frontizo, presented the actions of his association. Frounta 
Maria, psychologist and Scientific Officer presented the day 
centre for people with dementia in Patras and Georgousi 
Vassiliki, psychologist, Liaison Program, gave a discourse about 
the connection of the day centre with local government 
structures. Finally, Susani Theofani-Maria, social worker and 
Project- Coordinator and Markou Alexandra, psychologist and 
Project Manager talked about the Home Dementia Intervention 
Program. 
On 17 November, the Panhellenic Federation organised an 
online event on “Coloring the lives of people with dementia and 
their caregivers”, in collaboration with the Association of 
Alzheimer Disease and Related Disorders of Halkida. Zagkas 
Dimitrios talked about individual and group interventions of 
mental empowerment during the pandemic period and Kalavri 
Christina, psychologist- criminologist, made a presentation on 
support for the rights of the «golden age» in the region of 
Central Greece. Aggelidou Evaggelia, mental health counsellor, 

psychotherapist and President of the Halkida association 
presented "Innovative tools to enhance mental resilience in 
three-generation households”.  
Finally, on 24 November, Alzheimer Athens presented its 
actions in the context of an online meeting with the Panhellenic. 

 

SCIENCE WATCH 
29 October: Alzinova AB starts a new Phase 1b 
trial testing its ALZ-101 vaccine for AD 
On 29 October, Alzinova AB, a 
Swedish biopharma company 
developing treatments for 
Alzheimer’s disease (AD), 
announced the start of a new 
phase Ib clinical trial testing its 
ALZ-101 vaccine for AD. ALZ-801 
is a vaccine that stimulates the 
production of antibodies against 
the neurotoxic amyloid-beta 
oligomers. 
The new phase Ib trial is a placebo-controlled and double-blind 
study evaluating the tolerability and safety of ALZ-801 in people 
with early AD in Finland. The study will also analyse the 
immunological response to the vaccine after multiple doses, as 
well as a number of biomarkers associated with AD. The 
company intends to recruit 26 participants, who will receive 
four doses of either ALZ-101 or placebo over a 20-week 
treatment period. Top-line results are expected in the second 
half of 2023. 

https://www.alzinova.com/investors/press-
releases/press/?releaseID=DB98427790F4DD3A 

10 November: EIP Pharma announces final 
results of its AscenD-LB phase II clinical study for 
dementia with Lewy Bodies 
On 10 November, EIP Pharma, a 
clinical-stage pharma company 
focused on the development of 
disease-modifying treatments 
for dementia and 
neurodegenerative diseases, 
announced that the final results 
of its AscenD-LB phase II clinical 
study of its oral investigational 
drug neflamapimod, in mild-to-
moderate dementia with Lewy bodies were presented at the 
14th Clinical Trials in Alzheimer’s Disease (CTAD) conference. 
AscenD-LB was a Phase II double-blind, placebo-controlled and 
16-week treatment proof-of-concept study evaluating 

http://www.understandtogether.ie/
https://www.alzinova.com/investors/press-releases/press/?releaseID=DB98427790F4DD3A
https://www.alzinova.com/investors/press-releases/press/?releaseID=DB98427790F4DD3A
https://www.alzheimer-europe.org/product/donation


 

19 

NOVEMBER 
2021 

 
 

neflamapimod in 91 people with mild-to-moderate dementia 
with Lewy bodies in the US and the Netherlands. They received 
either 40 mg neflamapimod capsules or placebo capsules for 16 
weeks. 
The results demonstrated that neflamapimod treatment led to 
significant improvement relative to placebo in cognition and 
function, as assessed in a DLB-specific Neuropsychological Test 
Battery and the Clinical Dementia Rating scale Sum of Boxes 
(CDR-SB). In addition, significant improvement was observed in 
motor function, specifically functional mobility, as measured by 
the Timed Up and Go (TUG) test. 

https://www.eippharma.com/news/presentation-at-14th-ctad-
conference-november-10-2021/ 

10 November: AC Immune presents full top line 
data from its Phase 2 LAURIET trial for AD 
On 10 November, the clinical-stage biopharmaceutical 
company AC Immune presented the full topline data from its 
Phase II trial LAURIET of semorinemab in mild-to-moderate 
Alzheimer’s disease (AD) during a late-breaking session at the 
14th Clinical Trials on Alzheimer’s Disease (CTAD) Conference. 
Lauriet is a double-blind, placebo-controlled and randomised 
Phase II trial assessing semorinemab, an investigational anti-
Tau monoclonal antibody, in participants with mild-to-
moderate AD. The company recently announced top-line 
results of a prespecified population consisted of 204 
participants who had missed <1 dose of study drug. Results 
showed that the trial met one of its two co-primary endpoints 
by demonstrating a statistically significant reduction in 
cognitive decline of 43.6% in participants receiving 
semorinemab compared to placebo at week 49, as measured by 
the Alzheimer’s Disease Assessment Scale, Cognitive Subscale, 
11-item Version (ADAS-Cog11). There was no effect on the co-
primary endpoint of functional decline, or on the secondary 
efficacy endpoints on the MMSE (Mini-Mental State 
Examination) or CDR-SB scales (Clinical Dementia Rating - Sum 
of Boxes). 
The data presented at CTAD showed that the top-line results 
were confirmed in the larger population including all 241 
participants who had received >1 dose of study drug. A 
significant reduction in cognitive decline of 42.2% was observed 
with semorinemab compared to placebo, as measured by 
ADAS-Cog11. No significant treatment effect was observed on 
the other co-primary endpoint or the secondary endpoints. 
Biomarker analyses showed that an increase of plasma Tau 
levels with semorinemab treatment. There was no effect on 
global or regional Tau distribution as assessed by positron 
emission tomography (PET) scans. Further analyses evaluating 
the effect of semorinemab on cerebrospinal fluid (CSF) 
biomarkers are ongoing. In addition, safety data from the trial 
confirmed that semorinemab is well tolerated. 

https://ir.acimmune.com/news-releases/news-release-details/ac-
immune-announces-late-breaker-presentation-genentech-ctad 

11 November: Study in Nature Aging identifies 
brain network changes linking educational 
attainment and dementia risk  
On 11 November, a team of 
researchers led by Prof. Gagan 
Wig (University of Texas at 
Dallas) published an article in 
Nature Aging, showing that brain 
network changes in adults with 
fewer years of full-time 
education may underly the association of lower education with 
dementia risk. 
Demographic studies have identified a close connection 
between the number of years spent in full-time education (also 
known as educational attainment) and health disparities, with 
lower educational attainment associated with increased risk of 
mental health disorders and dementia in older adults. However, 
the brain changes underlying this association are not fully 
understood.  
To address this question, Prof. Wig and co-authors analysed a 
large dataset of brain scans from participants in longitudinal 
studies of normal aging and dementia at the Charles F. and 
Joanne Knight Alzheimer Disease Research Center in St. Louis. 
Participants were regularly scanned for a period of up to 9 years 
and came from a variety of socioeconomic backgrounds, with 
different levels of educational attainment. Constructing brain 
network graphs of structure and function using the scan data, 
the researchers observed that the way functional brain 
networks were organised varied depending on factors such as 
age, cognitive ability and environment.  
In some individuals, brain network organisation stayed broadly 
similar as they aged. However, in others, brain network 
organisation changed or declined as they aged. The researchers 
observed that older adults (>65 years) with a university 
education tended to show fewer changes in brain network 
organisation as they aged, unlike their peers with lower 
educational attainment. Declining brain network organisation 
predicted impending changes in dementia severity and was 
associated with established socioeconomic risk factors for 
dementia. The prognostic value of brain network changes was 
independent of biological risk factors such as APOE status and 
the presence of Alzheimer's disease-associated pathology, such 
as amyloid or tau accumulation. Together, these results suggest 
that brain network organisation may be a useful indicator for 
individual brain health in aging.  

https://t.co/wFZ7QPaBIl?amp=1 

11 November: Biogen and Eisai present new data 
on lecanemab for AD  
In 11 November, Eisai and Biogen have announced that new 
data on lecanemab (also known as BAN2401), their 
investigational antibody targeting amyloid beta for the 
treatment of Alzheimer's disease (AD), have been presented at 

https://www.eippharma.com/news/presentation-at-14th-ctad-conference-november-10-2021/
https://www.eippharma.com/news/presentation-at-14th-ctad-conference-november-10-2021/
https://www.alzheimer-europe.org/Glossary/dementia
https://ir.acimmune.com/news-releases/news-release-details/ac-immune-announces-late-breaker-presentation-genentech-ctad
https://ir.acimmune.com/news-releases/news-release-details/ac-immune-announces-late-breaker-presentation-genentech-ctad
https://t.co/wFZ7QPaBIl?amp=1
https://www.alzheimer-europe.org/Glossary/amyloid
https://www.alzheimer-europe.org/Glossary/AD
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the 14th Clinical Trials on 
Alzheimer’s Disease (CTAD) 
conference. 
Data presented from the open 
label extension study (OLE) of 
the Phase IIb study of 
lecanemab, in people with early 
AD showed a reduction of brain 
amyloid, seen in brain scans as 
early as after three months of 

treatment and the amyloid clearance with more than 80% of 
participants being amyloid negative after 12 months treatment 
in the OLE. The study has a duration of five years. 
Baseline characteristics from the Clarity-AD Phase III trial, 
evaluating BAN2401 in people with mild cognitive impairment 
due to AD or mild AD dementia with confirmed amyloid 
accumulation in the brain, were also presented at CTAD. Data 
presented from 1,795 participants enrolled in the study were 
consistent with those of the Phase IIb study. Top-line data are 
expected by end of September 2022. 
In addition, data presented showed the potential to use blood 
tests with Aβ42/40 ratio to monitor the treatment effect of 
lecanemab. This blood biomarker is used in the screening of 
participants of the ongoing AHEAD 3-45 Phase III clinical trial. 
This study started in July 2020 and aims to evaluate the efficacy 
of lecanemab in people who are clinically normal but have 
intermediate or elevated amyloid levels in the brain. The 
plasma Aβ42/40 ratio demonstrated very good ability to predict 
amyloid PET levels and determine eligibility for the AHEAD 3-45 
study. 

https://www.prnewswire.com/news-releases/new-data-on-
lecanemab-presented-at-the-ctad-alzheimer-conference-

301423772.html 

12 November: Alector presents data from its 
INFRONT-2 Phase II trial for frontotemporal 
dementia 

On 12 November, Alector, a 
biotechnology company 
developing immuno-neurology 
therapies to treat 
neurodegenerative diseases, 
presented results from its Phase 
II clinical trial of AL001 at the 14th 
Clinical Trials on Alzheimer's 
Disease (CTAD). AL001 is a 
monoclonal antibody developed 

for the treatment of people at risk for or with symptomatic 
frontotemporal dementia (FTD) due to a progranulin gene 
mutation (FTD-GRN). AL001 is designed to elevate the levels of 
progranulin, which is a key regulator of immune activity in the 
brain. 
The INFRONT-2 Phase II clinical trial was designed to assess the 
safety and tolerability of chronic dosing of AL001 in people at 
risk or with frontotemporal dementia. Overall, AL001 was well 

tolerated in the Phase II study. Data presented focused on the 
symptomatic FTD-GRN Cohort and included 12-month data for 
up to twelve participants who received 60 mg/kg of AL001 every 
four weeks. Findings showed that AL001 restored progranulin 
to normal levels in both plasma and cerebrospinal fluid. 
Multiple biomarkers of lysosomal dysfunction and complement 
activation, known to be elevated in this cohort, decreased 
toward normal levels following treatment with AL001.  
In addition, Alector is currently enrolling participants in its 
INFRONT-3 Phase 3 pivotal clinical study of AL001. The study 
aims to recruit up to 180 people with at-risk and symptomatic 
carriers of the progranulin mutation causative of FTD in the US, 
Europe and Asia. Participants will receive either AL001 or 
placebo intravenously every four weeks for the duration of the 
96-week study and will be given the option to continue 
receiving treatment in an optional open-label extension study 
after the 96-week treatment period.  

https://investors.alector.com/news-releases/news-release-
details/alector-presents-encouraging-new-al001-data-symptomatic-

ftd-grn 

16 November: Brigham and Women's hospital 
launches a new clinical trial of nasal vaccine for 
AD 
On 16 November, the Brigham and Women’s Hospital, a world-
class academic medical centre based in Boston, Massachusetts, 
announced the start of a clinical trial that will test the efficacy 
and safety of a new vaccine delivered nasally for Alzheimer’s 
disease (AD). This will be the first human trial of a nasal vaccine 
for AD and represents the culmination of nearly 20 years of 
research led at the Brigham and Women’s Hospital. 
The vaccine uses the immune modulator Protollin, an 
investigational intranasal agent that stimulates the immune 
system. Protollin is designed to activate white blood cells found 
in the lymph nodes on the sides and back of the neck to migrate 
to the brain and trigger clearance of beta amyloid plaques. 
The clinical trial will be a single ascending dose study with 16 
participants with early and symptomatic AD. who will receive 
two doses of the nasal vaccine one week apart. The primary 
objective of the trial will be to determine the safety and 
tolerability of the nasal vaccine. The effect of nasal Protollin on 
participants’ immune response, including its effects on white 
blood cells, will also be measured. 
https://www.brighamandwomens.org/about-bwh/newsroom/press-

releases-detail?id=4029 

17 November: TouchNEUROLOGY discusses the 
link between sleep apnoea and dementia with Dr 
Ivana Rosenzweig 
TouchNEUROLOGY was recently joined by Dr Ivana Rosenzweig 
(Sleep and Brain Plasticity Centre, King’s College London, 
London, UK), to discuss her talk on the “Link between sleep 
apnoea and dementia: the neuroimaging perspective”, which 
was presented at the virtual 2021 Sleep and Breathing 
Conference earlier in 2021. 

https://www.prnewswire.com/news-releases/new-data-on-lecanemab-presented-at-the-ctad-alzheimer-conference-301423772.html
https://www.prnewswire.com/news-releases/new-data-on-lecanemab-presented-at-the-ctad-alzheimer-conference-301423772.html
https://www.prnewswire.com/news-releases/new-data-on-lecanemab-presented-at-the-ctad-alzheimer-conference-301423772.html
https://investors.alector.com/news-releases/news-release-details/alector-presents-encouraging-new-al001-data-symptomatic-ftd-grn
https://investors.alector.com/news-releases/news-release-details/alector-presents-encouraging-new-al001-data-symptomatic-ftd-grn
https://investors.alector.com/news-releases/news-release-details/alector-presents-encouraging-new-al001-data-symptomatic-ftd-grn
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/www.brighamandwomens.org/__;!!BspMT6SJLSDJ!dZTPZ32fDIT08uxtduUxTToLZGtHUVwxNHF4M14Tf4BeabGO2trnBfDNNY536g$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/www.brighamandwomens.org/__;!!BspMT6SJLSDJ!dZTPZ32fDIT08uxtduUxTToLZGtHUVwxNHF4M14Tf4BeabGO2trnBfDNNY536g$
https://www.brighamandwomens.org/about-bwh/newsroom/press-releases-detail?id=4029
https://www.brighamandwomens.org/about-bwh/newsroom/press-releases-detail?id=4029
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Areas covered in this short 
interview video include: what is 
known about the relationship 
between sleep apnoea and 
dementia; how neuroimaging 
studies are increasing our 
understanding of this 
relationship; what has been 
learned about the 
pathophysiological processes 

underlying this link; what the implications of these findings are 
for future screening and treatment of sleep apnoea; and what 
further studies are needed. The interview is available to view, 
here: 
Ivana Rosenzweig, Sleep and Breathing 2021: The Link Between Sleep 

Apnoea and Dementia 

17 November: TouchNEUROLOGY discusses the 
impact of COVID-19 on long-term cognitive 
dysfunction and acceleration of Alzheimer 
symptoms with Gabriel de Erausquin 

TouchNEUROLOGY interviewed 
Gabriel de Erausquin (UT Health 
San Antonio, Texas, USA), during 
the 2021 edition of the 
Alzheimer’s Association 
International Conference 
(AAIC21) earlier this year. Their 
discussion was around the 
Alzheimer’s Association-led 
Global SARS-CoV-2 Consortium 

and the links between long-term cognitive dysfunction, 
acceleration of Alzheimer’s disease (AD) symptoms and COVID-
19. The interview is available to view online: 

Gabriel A de Erausquin, AAIC 2021: The Alzheimer's Association-led 
Global SARS-CoV-2 Consortium - touchNEUROLOGY 

17 November: Aducanumab receives a negative 
trend vote for the treatment of AD by EMA 

On 17 November, Biogen and Eisai 
announced that they received a 
negative trend vote on the 
marketing authorisation application 
for aducanumab for the treatment 
of Alzheimer’s disease (AD) by the 
Committee for Medicinal Products 
for Human Use (CHMP) of the 
European Medicines Agency (EMA). 

This follows an oral explanation held at the November meeting 
of the CHMP. The CHMP committee plays a vital role in 
the authorisation of medicines for human use in the European 
Union. The CHMP is expected to adopt a formal and final 
opinion on the marketing authorisation application at its next 
meeting to be held on 13-16 December, 2021. Biogen remains 
committed to continuing its engagement with the EMA and 

CHMP as it considers next steps towards the goal of providing 
access to aducanumab to people with AD in Europe. 
Aducanumab, a monoclonal β-amyloid antibody, has been 
evaluated in several trials on mild cognitive impairment and 
mild AD. It has been conditionally approved for use by the US 
Food and Drug Administration (FDA) in June 2021. 

https://investors.biogen.com/news-releases/news-release-
details/update-regulatory-review-aducanumab-european-union 

 

NEW PUBLICATIONS & 
RESOURCES 

1 November: Results of the "individualised 
Meeting Centres Support Programme" (iMCSP) 
are published 
A few years ago, the Amsterdam 
University Medical Center, Location 
VUmc started research into the 
linking and impact of three 
innovative individualised 
interventions for people with 
dementia and their carers to existing 
meeting centres for this target 
group. The programme was called 
the individualised Meeting Centres 
Support Programme (iMCSP) and the 
three interventions are: 

• DemenTalent (volunteer work for people with 
dementia) 

• Dementelcoach (telephone coaching for informal 
carers)  

• STAR online course for informal carers. 
A scientific article on the results of this research project has now 
been published, as well as a brochure with the summary of the 
results. The new individualised programme proved an effective 
and cost-effective alternative to the group-oriented 
programme, especially for people with dementia and carers 
who prefer individualised support. Check out the study results 
here: CIA_A_212852 1527..1553 (dovepress.com) 

Check out the brochure here: https://www.meetingdem.eu/wp-
content/uploads/2021/11/EN-iMCSP-summary-results-DEF-2.pdf  

17 November: Brain Health Scotland launches 
sports and exercise brain health video and 
resources 
On 17 November, Brain Health Scotland launched an online 
community space which aims to provide relevant resources to 
help current and former athletes, coaches, parents, and fans 

https://touchneurology.com/alzheimers-disease-dementia/conference-hub/ivana-rosenzweig-sleep-and-breathing-2021-the-link-between-sleep-apnoea-and-dementia/
https://touchneurology.com/alzheimers-disease-dementia/conference-hub/ivana-rosenzweig-sleep-and-breathing-2021-the-link-between-sleep-apnoea-and-dementia/
https://touchneurology.com/covid-19/conference-hub/gabriel-a-de-erausquin-aaic-2021-the-alzheimers-association-led-global-sars-cov-2-consortium/
https://touchneurology.com/covid-19/conference-hub/gabriel-a-de-erausquin-aaic-2021-the-alzheimers-association-led-global-sars-cov-2-consortium/
https://www.ema.europa.eu/en/about-us/what-we-do/authorisation-medicines
https://investors.biogen.com/news-releases/news-release-details/update-regulatory-review-aducanumab-european-union
https://investors.biogen.com/news-releases/news-release-details/update-regulatory-review-aducanumab-european-union
https://www.dovepress.com/getfile.php?fileID=52287
https://www.meetingdem.eu/wp-content/uploads/2021/11/EN-iMCSP-summary-results-DEF-2.pdf
https://www.meetingdem.eu/wp-content/uploads/2021/11/EN-iMCSP-summary-results-DEF-2.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/c/AlzheimerEurope
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make informed decisions on the best ways to look after brain 
health. This is accompanied by the release of an educational 
video featuring pro rugby players in conversation with brain 
health experts. 
The video and the online resources page are at 
https://www.brainhealth.scot/sport  

23 November: Kevin Quaid publishes his second 
book, "I am KEVIN! not Lewy" 

Kevin Quaid, author of "Lewy Body 
Dementia Survival and Me", has 
put pen to paper again to tell his 
readers that there is life after 
diagnosis. The book is designed to 
give hope to people who have 
Lewy Body Dementia as Mr Quaid 
does, but also for those who have 
been diagnosed with any type of 
dementia, or indeed any life-
changing illness. 
It aims to show that when 
someone receives a difficult 
diagnosis, even though it is tough, 

they can still retain some quality of life, despite the diagnosis. 
Mr Quaid found a love of writing and this book is full of things 
that he has achieved since his diagnosis and carries a message 
about the power of positive thinking and of having goals. The 
style of writing, as in his first book, pulls no punches. Mr Quaid 
"tells it like it is" for him and his family. 
Limerick native Kevin Quaid was diagnosed with Lewy Body 
Dementia in 2017 aged 53, after being diagnosed first with 
Parkinson's disease. He is a member of the Irish Dementia 
Working Group as well as Vice-chairperson of the European 
Working Group of People with Dementia (EWGPWD)and co-
founder of Lewy body Ireland. His new book "I am KEVIN! not 
Lewy" can be purchased online, for example via Amazon. 

 

 

 

JOB OPPORTUNITIES 
30 November: Barcelonaβeta Brain Research 
Center has an open post-doctoral position in its 
Neuroimaging Research Group 
The Barcelonaβeta Brain 
Research Center (BBRC) invites 
applications for a full-time post-
doctoral position within the context of the ALFA (ALzheimer and 
FAmilies) Study, as part of the Neuroimaging Research Group 
from the Alzheimer’s Prevention Program. 
BBRC is a research centre constituted by the Pasqual Maragall 
Foundation. The goal of BBRC is to develop the understanding 
of age-related cognitive disability in order to provide practical 
solutions to the global challenges posed by the world’s ageing 
population. 
ALFA is a prospective study that follow-ups a cohort of 
cognitively unimpaired participants, most of them first-degree 
descendants of AD patients. The ALFA parent cohort is 
composed of 2743 cognitively unimpaired participants 
representing the whole spectrum of risk of developing AD that 
will leverage with different projects. 
Find out more and apply by 30 December 2021:  

https://www.barcelonabeta.org/en/bbrc-research-center/job-
offers/post-doctoral-position-neuroimaging-research-group  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

https://www.brainhealth.scot/sport
https://www.barcelonabeta.org/en/bbrc-research-center/job-offers/post-doctoral-position-neuroimaging-research-group
https://www.barcelonabeta.org/en/bbrc-research-center/job-offers/post-doctoral-position-neuroimaging-research-group
https://www.facebook.com/alzheimer.europe
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AE CALENDAR 2021 
Date Meeting AE representative 

3 December EPND WP leads meeting Angela 
6 December World Dementia Council summit meeting Ange and Cindy 
7 December European Group of Governmental Experts on Dementia Jean and Owen 
9 December Biogen Brain Trust Jean 
9 December EWGPWD meeting in brain donation Ana, Dianne 

13 December Alzheimer Europe Board AE Board, Jean and 
Dianne 

13 December NeuroCohort Taskforce meeting Angela 

14 December Pattern-Cog pre-launch meeting Jean, Dianne, Ana, 
Angela 

15 December Company Round Table meeting AE Board and sponsors 
15 December EU FINGERS Advisory Board Ana, Cindy 
16 December GSK Health Advisory Board Jean 

17 December 
Meeting with European Association of Service Providers for Persons with 
Disabilities Jean 

22 December EWGPWD Xmas get together Dianne, Ana 
 

CONFERENCES 2022 
Date Meeting Format/ Place 

15-20 March 
International Conference on Alzheimer's and Parkinson's Diseases and related 
neurological disorders (AD/PD 2022), https://adpd.kenes.com/ Barcelona, Spain 

7-9 June 7th World Conference on Adult Capacity https://wcac2022.org/  Edinburgh, Scotland 

8-10 June 
35th Global Conference of Alzheimer’s Disease International (ADI 2022), 
https://adiconference.org/ London and online 

5-7 December 32nd Alzheimer Europe Conference, https://www.alzheimer-europe.org/Conferences Bucharest, Romania 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 

The Alzheimer Europe newsletter received funding under an operating grant from the European Union’s Health Programme (2014-2020). 
The content of this newsletter represents the views of the author only and is his/her sole responsibility; it cannot be considered to reflect 
the views of the European Commission and/or the Consumers, Health, Agriculture and Food Executive Agency or any other body of the 
European Union. The European Commission and the Agency do not accept any responsibility for use that may be made of the information 
it contains. 

https://adpd.kenes.com/
https://wcac2022.org/
https://adiconference.org/
https://www.alzheimer-europe.org/Conferences
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